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During the nineteenth meeting of CITEL PCC III, held in Guatemala City (6-9 November 2001), the opportunity of the presence of delegations from various regions of the world was taken to convene the WRC-03 informal group. The meeting was convened on 8 November 2001. The list of participants is given in Annex 1.

1. 
WRC-03 agenda items requiring particular attention

The discussions were continued to identify those agenda items of WRC-03 which will require particular attention and efforts from the Regional preparatory groups (APG, CITEL PCC III, CPG, …) in order to enable WRC-03 to reach a positive decision on the items. 

1.1 
Difficult items

The following items were identified as difficult ones:

· 1.3
This item might be too ambitious for one conference. The objectives to be achieved under this agenda item should be clarified, in view of the apparent lack of priority attached to it by the last Conference on disaster communications (Tampere, May 2001).

· 1.5
The discussion highlighted the practical difficulty of enforcing a regulatory limitation on the aggregate power of unlicensed terminals to ensure the protection of  other services.

· 1.15

This issue is complex and many aspects are to be technically explored and understood before any regulatory solutions can be addressed.

· 1.24
This issue was left unresolved at WRC-2000 and gives rise to a split between developing and developed countries, as well as between civil and military operators. Reducing the constraints on the FSS at 13.75-14 GHz without affecting radiolocation will be a challenge.

· 1.25

The wording of the agenda may not reflect the actual objectives sought. New regulatory approaches are sought, but will be difficult to develop. The need for avoiding any adverse impact on Appendix 30A plan was also highlighted.

· 1.27

In spite of the progress seen in WP 4A and WP 6S, there is not yet a consensus on the criteria. Concerning the procedures, the adoption of Nos 4.1.18 and 4.1.18bis of Appendix 30/30A was a hot topic at WRC-2000 and is likely to lead to diverging views, which could affect the adoption of balanced criteria. The criteria and procedure associated to No. S9.19 are also likely to lead to difficult discussions.

· 1.30

This is a wide subject, which is also coupled with Resolution 80 (WRC-2000) and issues to be discussed at PP-02. The issue of the coordination/notification of typical earth stations in shared bands also needs to be considered under this agenda item. The regulatory actions to address the backlog should also be discussed under this item, in view of the PP02 decisions.

· 1.34

Sharing between BSS sound and terrestrial services has always been a difficult issue. This is compounded by the identification made by WRC-2000 for IMT-2000 in the 2.5 GHz band (although without priority) and by the treatment to be given to GSO BSS sound, which is outside of this agenda item.

· 1.37

The very wide scope of this agenda item is now becoming apparent and needs to be narrowed down if any result is to be obtained at WRC-03.

· 7.1

Resolution 80 (WRC-2000) is a difficult item. The only available forum is a RAG correspondence group. The administrations having concern about the way the principles of the CS/CV are implemented in the Radio Regulations should be encouraged to make proposals on the way these concerns could be alleviated.

· 7.2
Efforts should be expanded to exert more effective management of WRC agendas. The following possibilities were identified for further consideration:

· limiting the number of agenda items

· restricting the rolling nature of many items

· paying closer attention to the role of the ITU-R study groups in carrying out WRC preparation and in guiding WRCs on the progress of related activities in their work programmes

· placing precise limits on the scope of agenda items

· having a comprehensive rationale to support all new proposals, including an assessment of the burden on ITU-R administrative and financial resources, and a clear definition of the scope of the agenda item.

· Within the regional preparations, establish priorities with a view to limit the number of items.

1.2
Potentially difficult items

Some other agenda items (1.8, 1.13, 1.23) were noted as potentially difficult, but progress towards a solution is still expected at the ITU-R. Concerning 1.8 (unwanted emissions), the European proposal  to incorporate in the RR the values recommended in Rec ITU-R RA. 769 is meeting opposition from USA, CAN and APT.

1.3
Other items

Some other items (1.11, 1.26 and 1.32) were previously considered as potentially difficult. Following the ITU-R meetings in the fall of 2001, these items have now reached the stage of a consensus on the technical parameters enabling sharing. They are therefore not expected to create significant problems during the WRC.

Some other agenda items, relating to non-GSO MSS allocations which have been discussed without success at the three previous conferences (1.16, 1.20, 1.31), appear unlikely to meet with a more favourable conclusion at WRC-03.

It was noted that in the CITEL WG for WRC-03, a proposal was submitted by Canada for the possible secondary allocation to the amateur service in the band 135.7-137.8 kHz in Region 2. It was noted that CEPT had taken a coordinated approach to an allocation to the amateur service in Europe and the feasibility of adding such an allocation in Article S5 was raised. CEPT views on this proposal are requested. The question of under which agenda item this issue should be addressed, is still opened.

2.
Structure of WRC-03

An initial attempt by France to identify a possible structure for WRC-03 was discussed, based essentially on the CPM report structure. It is provided in Annex 2, with some improvements suggested during the meeting.

It was noted that this has not been discussed within CEPT, APT or CITEL at this stage and that many more discussions will be required before the informal group is able to agree on a structure for WRC-03. The structure given in Annex 2 should therefore only be considered as a first of many iterations.

Several proposals were made during the discussion in order to identify alternative approaches. Consolidated examples using these approaches are expected at the next meeting of the informal group. 

2.1 Including Appendices S30/30A issues (1.27 and 1.35) within Committee 4

Regarding the location of these items, it was noted that they would require the presence of regulatory expertise, and therefore, if an approach similar to that in Annex 2 was followed, there would be a need to closely coordinate the schedule of GT/PLEN 1 with that of Committee 4.

Annex 2 follows the approach taken in WRC-2000 to deal with BSS replanning for Regions 1 and 3. These issues are still sensitive and there could be some benefit in direct reporting to the Plenary to take rapid decisions.

2.2 Addressing the regulatory issues in Committee 4 only and the allocation issues in Committee 5 only

Concerning this approach, it was noted that, although it had been followed successfully in past conferences, WRC-2000 somewhat departed from it since the non-GSO issues (Item 1.13) were addressed in Committee 5 (Allocations) but that the discussions at WRC-2000 on this item were essentially of a regulatory nature, following resolution of the technical aspects prior to the conference.

It was also noted that maintaining a strict separation between regulatory and allocation issues was raising a risk that inconsistent approaches be taken by the two committees on similar or inter-related issues, and that avoiding this risk may require that some issues  be addressed within both committees. If a strict separation was adopted, there would be a need to address the following issues in Committee 5 rather than in Committee 4:

1.7
Amateur and Amateur satellite

1.11
Additional allocation to AMSS at 14 GHz

1.21
Terrestrial Wireless Interactive Multimedia systems

1.23 
Realignment around 7 MHz to provide the services on the worldwide basis

1.36
Adequacy of HF broadcasting spectrum in the range 4 to 10 MHz

2.3 Restructuring of WG 5B and 5C

It was also noted that the distribution of items currently included in Chapter 2 of the CPM report (WG 5B and 5C in Annex 2 example) could be different.

3. 
Next meetings of the informal group

It was noted that the next opportunities for convening the informal group will be the next meeting of the RAG (25 February – 1 March 2002), and the next meeting of APG in April 2002.

François Rancy
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ANNEX 2

INITIAL IDENTIICATION OF A POSSIBLE STRUCTURE FOR WRC-03

(Proposal by France)

GT/PLEN 1
- APPENDICES 30 AND 30A

	1.27
Appendices S30 and S30A and associated provisions


	1.35
Remarks columns in Regions 1 and 3 Plans in Appendices 30/30A


Comment: Sensitive issues, also dealt with in GT/PLEN 1 at WRC-2000

GT/PLEN 2
- Future agendas

	7.2
WRC-03 agenda and future agendas



Comment: Consideration should be given to delaying the start of the work of GT/PLEN 2 to the beginning of the third week of the WRC, and asking the General Secretariat to prepare for that date a document consolidating the inputs received from the administrations.

COMMITTEE 4 

GROUP 4A
- Procedures

	1.30 Resolution 86 and any other possible resolutions from PP-02


	7.1 Report of the Director, BR (Rules of procedure, Resolution 80,…)


Comment: Same issues as dealt with in group 4A at WRC-2000.

GROUP 4B
- Update of current regulatory provisions

	1.1 Deletion of names in country footnotes


	1.8
Unwanted emissions


	1.11
Additional allocation to AMSS at 14 GHz

	1.21
Terrestrial Wireless Interactive Multimedia systems

	1.26
Earth stations on-board vessels


	2.
Update of incorporation by reference of revised ITU-R Recommendations

	4.
Review of resolutions/recommendations by previous conferences


Comment: Same issues as in WG 4B at WRC-2000, with the addition of 1.11 and 1.26, which are similar in nature and should be addressed jointly, and 1.21 which may require the update of current provisions.

GROUP 4C
- Maritime mobile, amateur and  amateur-satellite, and broadcasting services in MF and HF bands 
	1.2 Introduction  of  new modulation techniques with particular reference to digital

	1.7
Amateur and Amateur satellite


	1.9
Maritime Distress and Safety


	1.10
Maritime Mobile


	1.14
Harmful interference in the MMS and AM(R)S and review of MF/HF channels for digital use


	1.23 
Realignment around 7 MHz to provide the services on the worldwide basis

	1.36
Adequacy of HF broadcasting spectrum in the range 4 to 10 MHz




Comment: Same as chapter 5 of CPM report. These items should continue to be addressed jointly, in the same WRC working group. Although ideally, 1.23 could be addressed in Committee 5, there would be no appropriate group there to do it, whereas experts on this specific issue could only be found in Group 4C. There is no “difficult” item here but a number of items of medium difficulty.

GROUP 4D
- NON-GSO ISSUES

	1.19 
Misapplication of the non-GSO FSS single-entry limits in Article S22


	1.29 
Non-GSO/GSO sharing


	1.34
Non-GSO BSS (sound) sharing with IMT-2000 at 2630-2655 MHz


	1.37
Satellite networks using highly elliptical orbits


Comment: These issues are mostly of a regulatory nature. These are essentially the issues remaining from CPM Chapter 3 once Appendices 30/30A issues are transferred to GT/PLEN 1 and 1.39 transferred to WG 5D.

COMMITTEE 5 

GROUP 5A
- Radionavigation, radionavigation-satellite and radiolocation services
	1.15
RadioNavigation Satellite Service

	1.17
Upgrade of radiolocation to primary status in the band 2900-3100 MHz

	1.24
Sharing conditions in the band 13.75-14 GHz



	1.28
RNSS differential correction signals at 108-117.975 MHz


Comment: Same as Chapter 1 of CPM report, with 1.4 transferred to WG 5C.

GROUP 5B
Mobile and mobile-satellite services

	1.3
Harmonized bands for Public Protection and Disaster Relief (PPDR)


	1.16
Worldwide allocation around 1.4 GHz for non-GSO MSS feeder links


	1.20
Additional allocations to MSS below 1 GHz


	1.22
IMT-2000 and beyond

	1.31
Additional MSS allocations at 1-3 GHz


	1.33
HAPS within IMT-2000



Comment: Issues contained in Chapter 2 of CPM report.

GROUP 5C
Mobile-satellite and space science services

	1.4
FSS (NGSO FSS feeder uplinks) and ANRS allocations at 5091-5150 MHz

	1.5
New allocations to MS, FS EESS and SRS and review of RLS at 5150-5725 MHz

	1.6
Protection of non-GSO MSS feeder links (Earth-to-space) at 5 150-5 250 MHz

	1.12
Allocations to space science services


	1.38
EESS at 420-468 MHz



Comment: Issues contained in Chapter 2 of CPM report, with the addition of 1.4, closely related to 1.5 and 1.6, and 1.22.

GROUP 5D
- Fixed and fixed-satellite services and high altitude platform systems
	1.13 
HAPS outside IMT-2000


	1.18 
Primary allocation to FS at 17.3-17.7 GHz in Region 1


	1.25
HDFSS above 17.3 GHz


	1.32 
Sharing at 37.5-43.5 GHz


	1.39 Spectrum requirements for TT&C below 17 GHz for FSS above 17 GHz


Comment: Same as Chapter 4 of the CPM report, with the addition of 1.39 and the transfer of 1.26 to WG 4B.
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