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1	Opening Remarks





	With the recent appointment of Roger Smith as Head of the Space Services Department of the Radiocommunication Bureau, consultations were undertaken concerning a possible replacement as Chairman of the Informal Group.  Accordingly, it was subsequently agreed that Bruce Gracie of Canada could assume this responsibility.





	Mr. Gracie opened the meeting by reviewing the pertinent actions arising from the third meeting of the Informal Group which took place in Minneapolis during the Plenipotentiary Conference.  First of all, it was confirmed that Mr. Yurdal of Turkey has joined the Group, a very important addition given the venue of WRC-2000 in Istanbul.  Secondly, information on preparatory group meeting schedules will now be circulated on a regular basis to the Informal Group participants, given the decision of the various regional telecommunication organizations to invite representatives of other regional groups to their respective meetings.





	A third action point concerned information pertaining to the Web sites of the various organizations.  While most of this information has now been made available, the need for updating and regularly maintaining these sites will become necessary.  





Action:	1)  Other regional organizations, as well as individual Member States represented on the Informal Group, are invited to provide additional Web site information to Mr. Gracie (gracie.bruce@ic.gc.ca or hennessy.tara@ic.gc.ca).





		2)  Mr. Olms of the BR offered the Informal Group the use of the ITU Web site as a means of facilitating the dissemination of information, including the posting of the summary records of the Informal Group meetings as well as providing a mechanism for linking with other Web sites.





	A fourth and final action item arising from the third meeting of the Informal Group concerned the need for invitations to be extended to representatives of the BR as well as the BDT to participate in future meetings of the Group.  Accordingly, Mr. Smith and Mr. Olms participated in the fourth meeting.





Action:	It was agreed that a representative from the BDT should be present at future meetings of the Group.  The matter was consequently raised by Mr. Gracie with the Director of the BDT, Mr. Toure who agreed to appoint a staff member to attend the Informal Group meetings regularly (to the extent that they are held in Geneva).  





	As a further action point identified by the Group, it was agreed that the Chairman should appoint a Vice-chairman as a means of facilitating the work.





Action:	Consultations will continue with respect to the appointment of a Vice-chairman.





2	Update of the Contact List





	The Informal Group contact list, which will form the basis for overall coordination and liaison, was circulated and updated.  As agreed at earlier meetings of the Group, additional groups will be formed consistent with the preparatory arrangements for the Conference, i.e., the structure of the draft CPM Report with its 7 Chapters�.  It was agreed that the CPM chapter coordinators should be invited to participate in the Informal Group whenever possible.  





Action:	The Regional Telecommunication Organizations or groupings are invited to identify the principal points of contact corresponding to each of the 7 Chapters.  An overall coordinator for each Chapter will subsequently be appointed.


(Subsequent consultations with the Chairman of the CEPT/CPG have resulted in the decision to designate the existing CEPT coordinators as the points of contact for the Informal Group.  The work of the coordinators is divided by issue, rather than by chapter).





3	Review of the Objectives of the Informal Group





	On the basis of a set of objectives and working methods which were previously agreed,  Mr. Gracie highlighted in particular the need for the Group to identify, as soon as possible, “potentially challenging” items, and to determine a range of options to serve as the basis for the resolution of these issues (it is understood that the final decision on all issues rests with the Conference itself).  The need to work via electronic means (or fax) wherever possible was again emphasized.  





4	Status of Regional Preparations





	Updates on the preparations were provided.  On behalf of the CEPT, Mr. Anders Frederich distributed the “Preliminary Draft CEPT positions for WRC-2000”, which is dated 12 November, 1998 and will be updated after the next CPG meeting to be held in Vila Moura, Portugal from 1 to 4 March, 1999.  A full CPG meeting schedule was also distributed.  On behalf of the APT, Mr. R. N. Agarwal, Chairman of the APG, noted the work achieved in progressing the issues, and explained that the next meeting of the preparatory group will be held in Bangkok in mid-April, with a subsequent meeting to be held 4-8 October in Australia.  Mr. Marc Girouard, Vice-chairman of the CITEL Working Group to prepare for WRC-2000, noted that the next meeting of the Group will be held in mid-April in Costa Rica, with further meetings being planned for August and December.  Mr. Nabil Kisrawi, speaking as a representative of Syria in the Arab Group, explained that the next meeting will take place 15 and 16 March in Beirut, followed by a joint meeting with the CEPT from 17 to 19 March.  Mr. Idrissa Samake of Mali, speaking on behalf of a group of African countries, emphasized the difficulty the African nations have in developing timely positions and proposals for WRCs, mainly due to lack of resources.  On that point it was noted by the BR that a seminar aimed at assisting African countries in their preparations for the Conference is planned; however, due to lack of resources, it is difficult to predict whether additional seminars could be organized.  Finally, in response to an invitation for any other group or country to indicate progress in preparing for the Conference, Mr. Hideo Fuseda distributed a document entitled “Japanese Preliminary Views for WRC-2000”.





	In expressing appreciation for the presentations, Mr. Gracie noted that preliminary views documents have also been distributed by the US, Australia and Canada, and are available via electronic means.  As noted earlier, all documentation will be made available on a dedicated ITU Web site to be set up for the purposed of assisting the work of the Informal Group.  In addition, it has been determined that a group of CIS/RCC countries are also in the process of developing proposals/positions for the Conference.





5	Review of the Pertinent Resolutions from PP-98





	As discussed in the RAG meeting, the following resolutions will likely be specifically addressed by WRC-2000:





Resolution COM5/1:  World Radiocommunication Process


Resolution COM5/11:  Evaluation of the Administrative Due Diligence Procedure for Satellite Networks adopted by WRC-97


Resolution COM5/17:  Coordination and Notification Procedures for Satellite Networks


Resolution COM5/19:  The Role of the Notifying Administration in the Case of an Administration Notifying on Behalf of a Named Group of Administrations


Resolution COM5/21:  Implementation of Processing Charges for Satellite Network Filings and Administrative Procedures


Resolution COM6/1:  Working Methods of the Radio Regulations Board





	In light of the need to address these issues, it was agreed that the Informal Group should include their examination and review as part of the schedule of work.  In this regard, Mr. Gary Brooks, representing Luxembourg, distributed 3 documents: one addressing Resolution COM5/19; one examining the satellite procedures pursuant to Resolution COM5/17; and one considering the date of bringing into use of satellite networks, also pursuant to Resolution COM5/17.  These documents will also be posted on the Web, and comments are invited.





6	Future Schedule of Meetings





	Mr. Gracie proposed that the next meetings of the Informal Group could be held during the ITU Council to be held from 14-25 June in Geneva; in conjunction with the CEPT/CPG2000-6 meeting in Rhodos and/or APT/APG meeting in Australia in late September/early October, respectively; during the CPM to be held in Geneva from 15 to 26 November; and during the RAG meeting scheduled for 17 to 21 January, 2000 in Geneva.  It was agreed that future meetings should set aside sufficient time for thorough discussion of the issues, and the BR offered to help ensure that suitable meeting facilities are made available for the Geneva meetings.  





Action:	Mr. Gracie will undertake further consultations on the specific arrangements for future meetings.  It is anticipated that 2 meetings will be held during the Council session in June.





7	Other Business





	 As suggested in a contribution from the UK to the RAG, pursuant to WRC-97 Resolution 72 and PP-98 Resolution COM5/1, the BR in cooperation with the BDT should organize an interregional meeting to take place approximately 6-8 months prior to WRCs, by which time most regional groups will have prepared draft positions.  While the aims and objectives of the meeting would be similar to the Informal Group, viz., to provide an opportunity for the different regions to explain their draft proposals, to attempt to harmonize some of these proposals, and to identify the more challenging issues for the conference, such a meeting would be more formalized vis-a-vis translation, interpretation and documentation.  It was agreed that further consideration should be given to the UK suggestion, and that further consultations be undertaken among the representatives of the Informal Group as well as with the BR and BDT.  





8	Next Meeting





	As noted above, the next meeting(s) of the Informal Group are planned to take place during  the 1999 Council session.  It is suggested that 5 items in particular considered at that time: 1) the finalization of the list of contact points following the structure of the draft CPM Report; 2) review of, and agreement on, a possible structure for WRC-2000, taking into account RAG99 Document 5 from the Bureau, Document 9 from France, and Document 13 from the USA; 3) review of possible chairmanships for the Conference; 4) determination of the “most challenging” or most difficult issues before the Conference, and options for their resolution; and 5) review of the pertinent PP-98 resolutions.
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�   The CPM Report is divided as follows:  Chapter 1 (Mobile and radionavigation services); Chapter 2 (Mobile-satellite and radionavigation-satellite services); Chapter 3 (Non-GSO FSS issues); Chapter 4 (Space science services and radioastronomy); Chapter 5 (Appendices S30 and S30A); Chapter 6 (Fixed and fixed-satellite services); and Chapter 7 (Other matters).
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