Summary of the Informal Group for WRC-2000 Meeting

Tuesday, June 22, 1999

Geneva
This meeting was the second Informal Group meeting held during the 1999 ITU Council session.  The Chairman emphasized that Informal Group participants would be acting in their individual capacities and not necessarily representing the positions of their regional organizations or individual administrations.  In addition, heretofore no points of view expressed in the meetings of the Informal Group or through correspondence will be attributed to any particular individual.  The purpose of this group is to encourage open and informal discussions.

1.
STATUS OF REGIONAL PREPARATIONS

Various participants provided updates on the status of regional preparations.  The CITEL preparations for WRC-2000 are being undertaken in a working group.  This Working Group updated the CITEL Draft Common Proposals for WRC-2000 at the last CITEL PCC.III meeting which took place on 12 -16 April 1999.  A copy of the CITEL Draft Common Proposals may be found on the Informal Group website.  The next PCC.III meeting is scheduled for September in Mexico and a subsequent meeting is scheduled for 6-10 December in San Diego, USA.

The CEPT preparations are being undertaken in the CPG and its Project Teams (PTs).  The last CPG meeting was held 17-21 May.  CEPT contributions to the Special Committee on Regulatory and Procedural Matters (SCRPM) have been discussed in PT 1.  Comments on these contributions should be submitted to either Mr. A. Frederich, Mr. F. Rancy or Mr. G. Brooks and their coordinates are in the Informal Group Contact List.  The latest information on the CEPT preparations and meeting schedule may be found on the ERO website at the following addresses:


European Radiocommunications Office
www.ero.dk


Summary of preliminary CEPT views (May 1999)
www.ero.dk/EROWEB/WRCdocs/CEPTview.pdf


Preliminary draft briefs (May 1999)
www.ero.dk/EROWEB/WRCdocs/allbr1.pdf


Preliminary draft ECPs (May 1999)
www.ero.dk/EROWEB/WRCdocs/all-ecp.pdf


Joint CPG-EC Consultation Meetings with Industry
www.ero.dk/EROWEB/WRCdocs/invite-3.pdf


APT preparations are being undertaken in four working groups, which have been conducting their work via electronic means up until their first meeting in April 1999.  Some preliminary views have been established.  Their next meeting is scheduled for 4-8 October in Australia and a final meeting is expected in the Feb/March 2000 timeframe possibly in Japan.


The second preparatory meeting of the Arab Group is tentatively scheduled for the 20-22 September and a third joint meeting with the CEPT will be held in mid October.  Additional meetings are scheduled to occur prior to the CPM and in January in Morocco.  Details on these meetings need to be confirmed.


A post-CPM seminar, possibly in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, is being arranged for the African group in the January/February 2000 timeframe. In conjunction with the seminar, African administrations would be encouraged to use this opportunity to have a preparatory meeting.  There would be assistance from the BR and BDT to provide fellowships.   Although this seminar will be focused towards African administrations, other regional organizations such as CEPT, APT, CITEL etc. would be encouraged to send representatives in order to facilitate dialogue before the WRC.


The Radiocommunication Bureau encouraged the Informal Group participants to use the website (http://www.itu.int/brconf/wrc-2000/informal-group/index.html) to alert others of the status of their regional preparations and would welcome additional information.  Information to be posted on the website should be sent to following addresses:  hennessy.tara@ic.gc.ca AND chasle.christiane@ic.gc.ca.  The Chairman also encouraged participants to use electronic means to continue informal discussions.

2.  DETERMINATION OF CHALLENGING ISSUES AND OPTIONS FOR RESOLUTION

Attached as Annex 1 is a contribution from one of the participants to the Informal Group meeting.  The Chairman pointed out that one of the objectives of this group was to try to identify contentious items and see if options could be identified for their resolution in advance of the WRC.   Another objective is to avoid the linking of contentious and non-contentious items which has occurred at previous conferences.  This will be an item for consideration at future Informal Group meetings.

3.  CONSIDERATION OF WRC-2000 STRUCTURE

The BR indicated that they were interested in the views of the Informal Group on whether there should be one or two Working Groups of the Plenary, and whether items such as 1.19, 1.19bis and 1.20 should be in a Committee WG or a second GTPlen.  


It was noted that by having contentious issues dealt with in a separate GTPlen it may be possible to avoid problems experienced at previous conferences.  For example, after lengthy discussions and ultimately reaching consensus in the Committee Working Group level, contentious issues have been re-opened again to significant debate at both the Committee and Plenary stages.   It was also noted that while minutes of the Committee meetings are recorded this is not the case for the GT Plen.

4.
CONSIDERATION OF CHAIRMANSHIPS FOR WRC-2000

It was noted that the CEPT has identified the following chairmanship candidates:  Mr. C. Van Diepenbeek for the Committee dealing with Allocation Issues;  as is customary, a delegate from France will be proposed to chair the Editorial Committee, and Mr. K. Smaaland for GT Plen dealing with Agendas for Future WRCs.   Mr. Smaaland is the CEPT Coordinator for Item 7.2 and would appreciate receiving material on future agenda items from the various regional organizations.  Please forward contributions to the following address:

Knut SMAALAND

PT

Box 447 SENTRUM

N-0104 OSLO NORWAY

tel:
+47 22 82 48 04

fax:
+47 22 82 48 40

e-mail:
KNUT.SMAALAND@ONLINE.NO

5.  NEXT MEETING

The exact date for the next Informal Group meeting was not set. The Chairman indicated that there would be a meeting of the Informal Group either before or during the Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM) (15-26 Nov. 1999).

ANNEX 1

WRC-2000 AGENDA ITEM EVALUATION

(Contribution to Informal Group Meeting)

Least Contentious
Moderately Contentious
Contentious

1.1 Footnotes



1.2 Revision of Appendix S3



1.3 Revision of Appendix S7





1.4 Allocation of the Fixed Service in the Band 31.8 -33.4 GHz and Identification of the Band for High Density Systems


1.4 Use of the band 40.5-42.5 GHz by the FSS, including review of the allocation to the FSS in the band 40.5-42.5 GHz



1.4 Verification of PFD limits in Art. 21 as to whether they adequately protect terrestrial services from FSS networks in the bands 37-40 GHz (Resolution 133)


1.4 Protection of Earth Exploration-satellite (passive) service (EESS) Allocation in the band 55.78-56.9 GHz from high density applications of the fixed service (HDFS)



1.5 Matters related to high-altitude radio-relay platforms





1.6.1 Possible bands for the terrestrial component of IMT-2000



1.6.1 Possible bands for the satellite component of IMT-2000 

1.6.2 Control channel




1.7 Protection of aeronautical and maritime mobile distress and safety in HF




1.8 Regulatory and technical provisions to enable earth stations located on board vessels to operate in the fixed-satellite service networks in the bands 3700-4200 MHz and 5925-6425 MHz

1.9 Mobile-Satellite Service (MSS) Downlink at 1559-1567 MHz




1.10 Use of the bands 1525-1559 MHz and 1626.5 -1660.5 MHz by the Mobile-Satellite Service while ensuring the availability and integrity of safety communications


Least Contentious
Moderately Contentious
Contentious



1.11 Allocation below 1 GHz to NGSO MSS downlinks at 405-406 MHz



1.11 Additional allocations to NVNG MSS in the 450-470 MHz band

1.12 Resolution 121 - Sharing Between NGSO MSS Feederlinks and GSO FSS Networks in Bands 19.3-19.7 GHz and 29.1-29.5 GHz





1.13 Regulatory and technical provisions to enable sharing among non-GSO FSS, GSO FSS, GSO BSS, space sciences and terrestrial services

1.14 NGOS MSS feederlinks in the 15.43-15.63 GHz band




1.15 .1 Identification of a Second Civilian Frequency for GPS


1.15.2 Space-space allocations in the bands 1559 - 1610 MHz and 1215-1260 MHz



1.15.3 Fixed service national footnotes in the RNSS




1.16 Allocations above 71 GHz




1.17 Earth exploration-satellite (passive) service allocation in the band 18.6-18.8 GHz


1.18 Digital technology at HF - Appendix 18




1.19bis RR 2674



1.19 Increasing BSS capacity assigned to Regions 1 & 3



1.20 Procedural issues associated with Appendices S30 and S30A



1.21 Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau on Compatibility of the revised (by WRC-97) Regions 1 and 3 Broadcast-Satellite Service (BSS) Bands and Feederlink Plans

2 Incorporation by Reference



4 Resolutions and Recommendations





7.2 Future agendas


? Plenipot Resolutions


1
1

