The World Broadcasting Union is the collective body of the world’s eight broadcasting unions.   Collectively the broadcaster members of the broadcasting unions serve over 5 billion people around the world.   I have the honour to speak for the World Broadcasting Unions, as Chair of the WBU Technical Committee.
Each and every one of our broadcaster member’s viewers has been touched by the work of the ITU in broadcasting.    Every day of their lives they use devices that make use in one way or another of the discussions, conclusions, and documents of the ITU.   

They were exciting times, the last 40 years, and I remember we used to say that ‘digital television is like the measles’, and ‘sooner or later everyone will catch it’.   They have done so.  

The people of the world owe so much the pioneers, leaders, and participants of the ITU.   We are delighted and proud to recognize the first 40 years of the ITU’s work in digital television.   

We make the plea that the ITU continues to help the world to move forward in digital television.  The story has only just begun...Ahead lies the continuous evolution of television.
So, congratulations to the ITU, and particularly to our dear friend and the founding father, Prof Mark Krivocheev. 

A number of the key associations in digital television around the world wish to be associated with the congratulations to the ITU, and in their name, may I respectfully present to the ITU, Dr Toure, a plaque which bears their names as a mark of their respect for the ITU.   We hope you will find a place for this here at the ITU Headquarters.
· David Wood.
