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QUESTION ITU-R 54/6

Sound systems for the hearing impaired

(1990-1994)

Q. ITU-R 84-1/10

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
the increasing incidence and awareness in the community of hearing impairment;

b)
the fact that as hearing is impaired, the threshold of hearing rises, but this is not necessarily accompanied by a corresponding increase in the threshold of pain;

c)
that this requires automatic gain control to be used in hearing-aids to reduce the dynamic range of the sound;

d)
that the dynamic range and the balance of some sound programmes may therefore be inappropriate for the hearing-impaired,

decides that the following Question should be studied
1
What is the most suitable dynamic range of the sound programme needed for the hearing-impaired?

2
What is the relationship between the level of dialogue, music and effects needed for the hearing-impaired?

3
How the values of the technical parameters might be chosen to benefit the hearing-impaired?

4
What efficient method of producing, distributing and transmitting sound programmes for the hearing-impaired can be recommended?

5
What technical facilities might be provided at the receiver to improve the audibility of sound programmes for the hearing-impaired?

NOTE 1 – See Recommendations ITU‑R BS.1116, ITU‑R BS.1283, ITU‑R BS.1284 and ITU‑R BS.1286,

further decides

1
that the results of the above studies should be included in (a) Recommendation(s);

2
that the above studies should be completed by 2006.
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