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1
Introduction

This contribution proposes that RAG consider the benefits to both ITU-R and its members on making online downloads of ITU-R Recommendations available free of charge and submit the proposal to a future Council session for its consideration.
2
Discussion
At the session of September 2007, the Council decided that ITU-T Recommendations would be made available online, to be downloaded free of charge, on a permanent basis. This decision allows ITU‑T Recommendations to become further widely available to Member States, Sector Members, students and people being interested in their theme, recognizing a strategic importance to increase the visibility and easy availability of the output of ITU-T. 

According to the Report of the Secretary-General (Doc. C07/32), ITU-T conducted a trial of free online access during a period of nine months from January to September 2007, prior to the above Council decision. The evaluation of the trial in Council-07 was as follows:

–
The policy of free online access to ITU-T Recommendations had a positive effect on ITU’s visibility. Around 15 000 new IP addresses visited the ITU-T website per month. Almost one million Recommendations were downloaded free of charge between January and April 2007, compared to 2 532 purchased during the same period in 2006.

–
The trial resulted in a reduction of income by CHF 2.3 million estimated for the 2008-2011 financial period, but this reduction was much less than the amount of CHF 7 million expected at Council-06.
Although there is no prior analysis on the potential impact, such as the expected reduction of income, Japan believes that the same benefits would be gained, where this kind of practice would be extended to ITU-R Recommendations, in which the membership or the general public may have high interest. 

3
Proposal
Japan would like to propose that RAG consider the benefits and importance of making online free downloads of ITU-R Recommendations available, and advise the Director of BR to report the result of the discussion in RAG to a future Council for its consideration and authorization in order for ITU-R to provide free online downloads on a trial basis.
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