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1.
Introduction

The Report of the chairman of the first meeting of the Council working group to review ITU structure indicated that the Advisory Groups should be invited to provide the latest information on improvements in the working methods and procedures of their respective Sectors through the Directors of the Bureaux. 

2.
Study Groups

2.1
The working methods of the Radiocommunication Study Groups, and their subsidiary groups and working parties, are given in Resolution ITU-R 1, as a complement to the General Rules of Procedure.  This Resolution was approved at the First Radiocommunication Assembly in 1993. However it was based on an earlier Resolution of the CCIR which had been revised shortly before to take account of the need to prioritise and to accelerate the work. Since that time the Resolution has been revised at each Radiocommunication Assembly with the object of refining and streamlining the working methods and the procedures for approving Questions, Recommendations and other texts.

2.2
The role of the Radiocommunication Study Groups is to carry out studies without limit of frequency range related to the rational, equitable, efficient and economical use of the radio-frequency spectrum by all radiocommunication services, including satellite services. Seven Study Groups are established with their scope of studies given in Resolution ITU-R 4.

2.3
The work programme of the study groups are undertaken on the basis of approved Questions and on matters relevant to agenda items of WRCs or relevant WRC Resolutions.

2.4
Questions are approved by the Radiocommunication Assembly, or by a correspondence procedure between Assemblies. The Questions are assigned to study groups by the Assembly (see Resolution ITU-R 5). The Assembly also ascribes a priority classification to each Question. The more urgent Questions, and in particular those relevant to a future WRC, have specific dates for the completion of the studies.  

2.5
The method of pursuing the studies is as agreed in the study group: within a task group or working party, by a rapporteur or a rapporteur group, or by an email correspondence group. These groups will meet as frequently as necessary for the work being undertaken. For speed and economy these working level studies are generally undertaken in a single language. 

2.6
The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau has also issued guidelines which supplement the ITU-R Resolution on working methods. The practice as regards to electronic working during meetings is developing rapidly and is resulting in faster and more efficient interchange of draft texts between participants.

2.7
The study groups themselves perform a coordinating and management function, where one of the main tasks is the consideration of draft new and revised Recommendations.

2.8
The approval of ITU-R Recommendations is a two stage process, with the adoption of a text developed in a working party or task group, and then with submission to the member states for approval. In earlier years this approval process would have been undertaken at the Radiocommunication Assembly, but this is has proved to be generally unsatisfactory because of the lack of time for full consideration during the shorter meetings of the Assembly, but mainly because many Recommendations are relevant to items on the agendas of future WRCs and these should be made available as final documents to member states as soon as possible. Thus a procedure for approval by correspondence has been developed.

2.9
However, the pace of the studies and consideration of economies in travelling to meetings by participants means that in many cases a meeting of the study group may take place shortly after the conclusion of working party or task group meetings. In such cases draft Recommendations prepared by the working parties cannot be made available in the working languages in time for the study group. In such cases the study group may consider a single language draft in a single language to the extent possible, and decide to forward the document for adoption by correspondence when texts in the working languages are available. This process makes use of the provision in Resolution ITU-R 1 which indicates work should be conducted as far as possible by correspondence, using electronic means of communication.

2.10
This resulted in a two stage correspondence procedure, with the required time intervals at each stage: first for adoption by study group participants, and second by all member states.

2.11
As a measure to speed the approval process, and providing for the greater involvement of sector members the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis 1998) adopted provisions for an alternative approval process (AAP) for questions and recommendations, and consequently a process was developed for this purpose (Resolution ITU-R 45). However the caution expressed in Resolution 82 (Minneapolis 1998) has proved to be the case and this alternative process has not been generally acceptable.

2.12
Instead a new faster procedure was developed at the 2003 Assembly where the adoption by the study group and the approval by member states, both by correspondence, are undertaken concurrently.

3.
Conference Preparatory Meeting

The Radiocommunication Assembly has made provision for a report which provides the necessary technical bases for the work of the WRCs, as required by Article 13 of the Constitution. This is done through the work of a Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM) whose working methods are set out in Resolution ITU-R 2. In brief, the CPM meets twice: first immediately after a WRC, and associated with a meeting of the study group chairmen, to assess the agenda of the subsequent conference and to assign the preparation of parts of the report to relevant study groups or working parties: and second some months before the next WRC to receive and reconcile the parts of the report, to take account of the results of very recent studies and to prepare a final report. This report is then submitted to member states as a part of the preparatory process for the Conference.

4.
Radiocommunication Advisory Group

No. 160G of the Convention states that the Radiocommunication Advisory Group may adopt its own working procedures. These are now being considered by the RAG

5.
Radiocommunication Assembly

The working procedures of the Radiocommunication Assembly follow the general rules of procedure with some additional provisions given in section 1 of Resolution ITU-R 1.

____________________
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