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To the Director-General

Dear Madam or Sir, 

1.
The Radiocommunication Bureau provided information in various circular letters on the progress in the implementation of the TerRaSys Project, including the implementation of some temporary solutions that were required due to the accumulated delay in the development of TerRaSys (i.e., the integrated system for processing of submissions related to frequency assignments in the terrestrial radiocommunication services). One of these measures, which related to provisional acknowledgment of receipt of the FXM notices under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations, as received (FXM stands for fixed, mobile and other services excepting the broadcasting service in the LF/MF and VHF/UHF bands), was implemented in May 2000 (starting with BR IFIC No. 2419 of 16 May 2000). The other measure, which related to the examination of some categories of these FXM notices and to the publication of the associated provisional findings in the BR IFIC, was implemented in June 2001 (starting with BR IFIC No. 2447, dated 26 June 2001).

2.
The above arrangements received a favourable feedback from administrations, as they enabled timely dissemination of the pertinent information on the use of frequencies for fixed and mobile services, which represent a considerable portion of the frequency spectrum usage. However, the extended application of these arrangements, far beyond the initial expectations, created some problems for the administrations, including the inadequacy of these arrangements to provide a consolidated and up-to-date Master Register.

3.
The Bureau is now in a position to inform administrations that the development and the testing of the pertinent software for the formal acknowledgment of receipt and the associated publication in Part 1 of the BR IFIC, for the FXM notices submitted under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations (notices of type T11 to T14), has been completed. Consequently, as from BR IFIC No. 2491 (dated 8 April 2003), the FXM notices submitted under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations will be incorporated within the integrated TerRaSys database and the subsequent processing of these notices will follow the standard pattern up to and including publication in Part 1, as envisaged by the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations. This also means that, as from BR IFIC No. 2491, the Bureau will discontinue the provisional arrangements for processing and publication of the FXM notices submitted under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations.
4.
Given the fact that the provisional arrangements were based on the concept of publication of the data “as received” (i.e., without checking the relationship of the submitted data with those recorded in the Master Register with a view to ascertaining whether the relevant notice is a simple addition, a modification to a recorded assignment or an amendment to a pending notice), the Bureau will have to re-process, under TerRaSys, all FXM notices that were previously processed under the provisional arrangements.  The re-processing of these notices will be performed in the date order of their receipt, as stipulated in No. 11.28 of the Radio Regulations. Bearing in mind that the FXM notices were already processed under the provisional arrangements, the Bureau hopes that the standard re-processing could be done rather quickly and the accumulated backlog will be eliminated shortly.

5.
The standard re-processing of the FXM notices will subsequently result in their complete examination with respect to the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations, including formulation of findings and subsequent follow-up actions as stipulated in the Radio Regulations (recording in the Master Register, or return to administrations).  Administrations will recall that, in the application of the provisional arrangements, the Bureau did not return any notice, although it formulated unfavourable findings with respect to some of the examined notices.  The Bureau will now formally return such notices, as well as notices related to frequency assignments that are not subject to notification under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations, which were notified by administrations but were held in abeyance pending the putting into operation of the relevant validation software.

6.
With the putting into production of the FXM component up to and including publication in Part 1 (the part dealing with submissions under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations) of the notices of type T11 to T14, TerRaSys would handle more than 98% of all of the submissions under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations (in terms of their volume). The only remaining portion in the context of submissions under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations, which is still outside TerRaSys, is the LF/MF component (i.e., the submissions, under Article 11 of the Radio Regulations, related to the broadcasting service in the LF and MF bands). The Bureau will proceed shortly to the necessary activities with a view to completing the required software, so as to enable the integration of this remaining component into TerRaSys, which will result in distributing to administrations, through BR IFIC and on a fortnightly basis, the complete and fully updated Master Register related to terrestrial radiocommunication services. 

7.
The Bureau appreciates your Administration’s understanding of the difficulties the Bureau faced in the transition from the old to the new automated system for processing submissions to terrestrial radiocommunication services and hopes that the new system provides substantive improvements in timely dissemination of the pertinent information related to the use of the frequency spectrum. The Bureau remains at the disposal of your Administration for any further information you may require in this respect. 


Yours faithfully,


Valery Timofeev


Director
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