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	Circular Letter




CR/149
	25 August 2000


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:
Implementation of decisions of the World Radiocommunication Conference, Istanbul, 2000 (WRC-2000) and associated transitional arrangements that entered into force on 3 June 2000

To the Director-General

Dear Sir/Madam,

1.
The World Radiocommunication Conference, Istanbul, 2000 (WRC-2000), adopted a partial revision of the Radio Regulations and decided that the revised provisions shall enter into force on 1 January 2002, with the exception of those provisions for which another date was specifically indicated. The purpose of this Circular-letter is to summarize the decisions of the Conference with a view to facilitating their implementation, having in mind primarily the transitional arrangements and other decisions that entered into force on 3 June 2000. This Circular Letter should be read in conjunction with Circular Letters Nos. CR/146 and CR/148 that relate to implementation of the WRC-2000 decisions concerning the Plans of Appendices S30 and S30A.

2.
Circular Letter CR/146 deals with the implementation of resolves 5 of Resolution 55 (WRC‑2000)
, as regards the transition to mandatory electronic submission of notices for publication of space systems. In addition to the measures outlined in that Circular Letter, the Conference considered measures for improving satellite network coordination and notification procedures, and decided on the application of temporary procedures in this respect, as from 3 June 2000, through Resolutions 55 and 56, which consist of the following:

Application of new conditions for establishing the need for coordination, including the concept of a coordination arc in certain frequency bands as prescribed in No. S9.7 (GSO/GSO) in Table S5-1 of Appendix S5 and, application of Nos. S9.36, S9.36.2, S9.41 and S9.42, as revised by WRC-2000. The revised Section D of Annex 2A to Appendix S4

· also applies. These new arrangements apply to all submissions for which complete coordination information is received by the Bureau on or after 3 June 2000, as well as for all submissions received prior to 3 June 2000, but which had not been published in a special section of the BR IFIC. The examination of compliance with the coordination procedure, at the notification stage (under S11.32) for the networks that are published and coordinated under the provisions of Resolution 55 (WRC-2000), shall be based on the new concept as set out in the Resolution,

· Application of Nos. S9.2 and S9.5B, as modified by WRC-2000, requiring the re‑commencement of the API procedure for additional frequency band(s) and also in a case where the orbital location is modified by more than 12 degrees, for a space station using the GSO (Resolution 56 (WRC‑2000)). Similarly, all requests for coordination or modifications to a previously submitted API that are received after 3 June 2000 shall be examined in accordance with the revised No. S9.2.

3.
The Conference decided that the modified allocations in the bands 960 – 1300 MHz, 1300 ‑ 1350 MHz, 1559 – 1610 MHz and 5000 – 5150 MHz shall enter into force on 3 June 2000 (Resolution 59 (WRC-2000)). The pfd limits in the new provisions S5.328A and S5.444C shall be applied, on a provisional basis, for RNSS systems using the bands 1164 – 1215 MHz and 5010 ‑ 5030 MHz, as applicable, for which complete notification information has been received by the Bureau after 2 June 2000 (Resolutions 604 (WRC-2000) and 605 (WRC-2000) respectively) Notifying administrations have to provide the calculated values of the aggregate pfd in the relevant bands, in addition to the Appendix S4 information, as from 3 June 2000.

4.
The conference reviewed the sharing criteria and associated regulatory provisions between and among GSO FSS and BSS networks, NGSO FSS systems, and terrestrial stations in certain parts of the band 10.7 – 30 GHz. In this context, the following provisions of Article S5, as modified by WRC-2000, entered into force on 3 June 2000: S5.441, S5.484A, S5.487A, S5.488, S5.491, S5.502, S5.503, S5.516 and S5.520 (Resolution 59 (WRC-2000)). Additionally, the following provisions will apply as from 3 June 2000:

· the new provisions S9.7A to S9.7B (newly established regulatory procedures for coordination of specific GSO FSS receive earth stations and NGSO FSS transmit space stations in the bands 10.7 – 12.75 GHz, 17.8 – 18.6 GHz and 19.7 – 20.2 GHz, further specified in Resolution 58 (WRC-2000),

· the modified provisions S9.11A to S9.16 (clearer specification for coordination between and among GSO FSS and BSS networks, NGSO FSS systems, and terrestrial stations, when the requirement to coordinate is included in a footnote to the Table of frequency Allocations referring to S9.11A),

· the new provision S9.35.1 (publication of the results of compliance with the limits in Tables S22-1 to S22-3),

· the modified provisions S11.32A to S11.35 (additional cases of examination of the probability of harmful interference when the coordination could not be successfully completed, or resubmission),

· the modified Annexes 2A and 2B to Appendix S4 (additional data elements for NGSO systems, data for specific GSO FSS receive earth stations, commitments regarding compliance with the required limits),

· modified Table S5-1 of Appendix S5 (specification of the conditions for coordination as modified by WRC-2000)

· modified Table S21-4 of Article S21 (pfd limits from space stations, as modified by WRC‑2000),

· modified provisions S22.5B to S22.5K (new epfd limits for space stations in NGSO systems, in conjunction with the limits specified in Tables S22-1A, S22-1B, S22-1C, S22‑1D, S22‑2, S22-3, S22-4A (including S22-4A1), S22-4B and S22-4C, as established by WRC-2000), as well as modified provisions S22.26 to S22.39 (off-axis power limits on earth stations of GSO FSS networks).


The Conference decided that the revised sharing criteria and associated regulatory provisions between and among GSO FSS and BSS networks, and NGSO FSS systems in certain parts of the band 10.7 – 30 GHz, as established by WRC-2000, are applicable to the NGSO FSS systems for which complete notification or coordination information has been received by the Bureau after 21 November 1997. This implies that supplementary information has to be supplied for these systems to enable the Bureau to check the compliance of the relevant systems with the newly established limits (Resolution 59 (WRC-2000).

5.
Consequential to the modification of the regulatory limitations on the operation of the GSO FSS networks in Region 2 in the band 11.7 – 12.2 GHz, as stipulated in No. S5.488, the Conference also decided on the application, as from 3 June 2000, of the threshold values specified in Resolution 77 (WRC-2000) for determining the need for coordination between the GSO FSS networks in Region 2 using the frequency band 11.7 – 12.2 GHz and terrestrial services in all Regions.

6.
In addition to the measures listed in paragraphs 2 – 5 above, the Conference also reviewed the transitional and implementation arrangements from the previous conference and decided to modify some of them, by introducing new pfd limits and/or different dates of application. The Conference also established transitional and implementation arrangements related to other decisions that have been taken at WRC-2000. Therefore, the following transitional arrangements shall apply as from 3 June 2000, as noted below.

· the modified provisions of Resolution 49 (Rev. WRC-2000) apply to those bands referred to in paragraphs 1, 2, 3 of Annex 1 to this resolution. The Conference decided not to introduce any additional measures in this respect (e.g., financial due diligence) and to report to PP‑2002 on the result of the implementation of the administrative due diligence. (Resolution 81 (WRC-2000) refers);

· Resolution 51 (Rev. WRC-2000), now specifies that the maximum allowed time period to bring the relevant frequency assignments, for satellite networks for which the API was received by the Bureau prior to 22 November 1997, should be counted from the date of publication of the API (instead of the date of receipt of the API);

· the threshold values specified in Resolution 539 (WRC-2000), in conjunction with Nos. S9.12, S9.12A and S9.13, as adopted by WRC-2000, with respect to notices related to NGSO BSS systems in the band 2630 – 2655 MHz (as specified in provisions Nos. S5.418 (MOD WRC-2000), S5.[XXX1], S5.[XXX2] and S5.[XXX3] and in Resolution 539 (WRC‑2000);

· the special procedure concerning the treatment of those submissions in the FSS, MSS and BSS using frequencies above 71 GHz, for which API or coordination information was received prior to 3 June 2000, which provides for the possibility of adjusting the submitted data to the new frequency allocations above 71 GHz, without modifying the date of receipt (Resolution 57 (WRC-2000));

· the pfd limits in Table S21-4 for the bands 37.5 – 40 GHz and 40.5 – 42.5 GHz, as revised by WRC-2000, shall be applied by the Bureau and by the administrations as of 2 June 2000 (Resolution 84 (WRC-2000));

· the pfd limits in No. S5.[RAS] shall be applied, as from 3 June 2000, to BSS and FSS stations operating in the band 40.5 – 42.5 GHz for which complete coordination information (for GSO), or notification information (for Non-GSO systems) has been received by the BR after the end of WRC-2000 and before the end of WRC-03 (Resolution 128 (Rev. WRC‑2000));

· the standard notification procedure of Article S11 shall be applied to frequency assignment notices in the HF bands reserved for NBDP telegraphy and data transmission systems, as specified in Resolution 300 (Rev.WRC-2000) and the Bureau will review the relevant findings of the recorded frequency assignments of this category so as to bring them in conformity with the standard examination and recording procedures a stipulated in Article S11 (assignments of this category had to undergo through an examination of the probability of harmful interference with respect to the recorded assignments, as an exception to the standard examination procedures in the non-planned bands below 28 MHz);

· the specific procedure of Resolution 500, relating to the modification of carrier frequencies of LF broadcasting stations in Region 1, has been suppressed.

7.
Other decisions of WRC-2000, which have consequences for the current activities of the administrations and the Bureau are:

· to suppress provision No. S20.11 which means that the Publication of List VIIB will be discontinued as of 1 January 2002;

· to suspend, until WRC-03, the implementation of Resolution 703; however, the Bureau will communicate for the information of all administrations, once a year, the list of ITU‑R Recommendations as identified according to “resolves 1” of Resolution 703;

8.
Your administration may wish to note that WRC-2000, in response to the PP Resolution 88 (Minneapolis, 1998), introduced provisions in Articles S9 and S11 of the Radio Regulations, as well as in Appendices S30, S30A and S30B, dealing with the regulatory consequences due to non-payment of cost recovery fees for treatment of satellite network filings; however, the entry into force of these provisions will be considered by the next Plenipotentiary Conference (Resolution 83 (WRC-2000)).

9.
Finally, I wish to draw your attention to the provisions of Article 54 of the Constitution, which invites the Member States to notify the Secretary-General of their consent to be bound by the revisions of the Radio Regulations. 


The Bureau remains at the disposal of your administration for any clarification you may require with respect to the subjects covered in this Circular-letter.


Yours faithfully,


Robert W. Jones

Director

Radiocommunication Bureau

Distribution:

-
Administrations of Member States of the ITU

-
Members of the Radio Regulations Board

� 	Cross-references to the numbering of Resolutions following WRC-2000 can be found in the WRC-2000 Provisional Final Acts (2nd Edition) and on the WEB at �� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-r/wrc/wrc-2000/pfa-2/num/65086.html" ��http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-r/wrc/wrc-2000/pfa-2/num/65086.html�
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