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	Radiocommunication Bureau

(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)


	Circular Letter


CR/131
	18 November 1999


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:
Preparations for WRC-2000, review of the footnotes to the Table of Frequency Allocations in Article S5 of the Radio Regulations

Reference: 
Resolution 26 (Rev.WRC-97), attached

To the Director-General

Dear Sir or Madam, 

1
The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 1997 (WRC-97)), by its Resolution 26 (Rev.WRC-97), streamlined the recommendations to administrations concerning the course of action to be followed with respect to modification of footnotes to the Table of Frequency Allocations in Article S5 of the Radio Regulations (see Annex 1 to this circular letter). As with previous resolutions on this subject, administrations are urged to review footnotes periodically and to propose the deletion of their country footnotes or of their country names from footnotes, as appropriate.

2
Resolution 1130 of the Council, which established the agenda for WRC‑2000 (Istanbul, 8 May - 2 June 2000), contains agenda item 1.1 which deals with this subject. Administrations are invited to consider the matter and, where appropriate, to submit their proposals to the Conference. 

As indicated in the invitation letter, which was addressed to your Administration by the Secretary‑General of the ITU on behalf of the Government of Turkey (No. DM/1080 dated 28 September 1999), the relevant proposals should reach the ITU Secretariat at least four months before the start of the Conference, i.e., by 8 January 2000.


Yours faithfully,


Robert W. Jones

Director

Radiocommunication Bureau

Annex:

Resolution 26 (Rev.WRC-97)

Distribution:
-
Administrations of Member States of the ITU
-
Members of the Radio Regulations Board
-
Secretary-General, ITU
-
Deputy Secretary-General, ITU
Annex 1

RESOLUTION 26 (Rev.WRC-97)

Footnotes to the Table of Frequency Allocations in
Article S5 of the Radio Regulations

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 1997),

considering

a)
that footnotes are an integral part of the Table of Frequency Allocations in the Radio Regulations and, as such, form part of an international treaty text;
b)
that footnotes to the Table of Frequency Allocations should be clear, concise and easy to understand;

c)
that footnotes should relate directly to matters of frequency allocation;

d)
that, in order to ensure that footnotes allow modification of the Table of Frequency Allocations without introducing unnecessary complications, principles relating to the use of footnotes are needed;

e)
that, currently, footnotes are adopted by competent world radiocommunication conferences and any addition, modification or deletion of a footnote is considered and adopted by the competent conference;

f)
that some problems concerning country footnotes may be resolved through the application of a special agreement envisaged by Article S6;

g)
that, in certain cases, administrations are confronted with major difficulties due to inconsistencies or omissions in footnotes;

h)
that, in order to keep the footnotes to the Table of Frequency Allocations up to date, there should be clear and effective guidelines for additions, modifications and deletions of footnotes,

resolves

1
that, wherever possible, footnotes to the Table of Frequency Allocations should be confined to altering, limiting or otherwise changing the relevant allocations rather than dealing with the operation of stations, assignment of frequencies or other matters;

2
that the Table of Frequency Allocations should include only those footnotes which have international implications for the use of the radio-frequency spectrum;

3
that new footnotes to the Table of Frequency Allocations should only be adopted in order to:

a)
achieve flexibility in the Table of Frequency Allocations;

b)
protect the relevant allocations in the body of the Table and in other footnotes in accordance with Section II of Article S5;

c)
introduce either transitional or permanent restrictions on a new service to achieve compatibility; or

d)
meet the specific requirements of a country or area when it is impracticable to satisfy such needs otherwise within the Table of Frequency Allocations;

4
that footnotes serving a common purpose should be in a common format, and, where possible, be grouped into a single footnote with appropriate references to the relevant frequency bands,

further resolves

1
that any addition of a new footnote or modification of an existing footnote should be considered by a world radiocommunication conference only when:

a)
the agenda of that conference explicitly includes the frequency band to which the proposed additional or modified footnote relates; or

b)
the frequency bands to which the desired additions or modifications of the footnote belong are considered during the conference and the conference decides to make a change in those bands; or

c)
the addition or modification of footnotes is specifically included in the agenda of the conference as a result of the consideration of proposals submitted by one or more interested administration(s);

2
that recommended agendas for future world radiocommunication conferences should include a standing agenda item which would allow for the consideration of proposals by administrations for deletion of country footnotes, or country names in footnotes, if no longer required;

3
that in cases not covered by further resolves 1 and 2, proposals for new footnotes or modification of existing footnotes could exceptionally be considered by a world radiocommunication conference if they concern corrections of obvious omissions, inconsistencies, ambiguities or editorial errors and have been submitted to ITU as stipulated in No. 316 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992),

urges administrations

1
to review footnotes periodically and to propose the deletion of their country footnotes or of their country names from footnotes, as appropriate; 

2
to take account of the further resolves above in making proposals to world radiocommunication conferences.
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