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Priority area

Fixed, mobile, broadband network development, including broadcast networks and spectrum management, Next-Generation Networks, rural communications and emergency telecommunication and disaster relief. This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas. 
Background

Infrastructure plays a key role in economic growth and poverty reduction. The lack of infrastructure (quantitatively, qualitatively, physically and in terms of services rendered) leads to increased production and transaction costs. Several Continental Infrastructure Development Initiatives have been carried out by African countries and their partners to address the problem of infrastructure deficit and to ensure the integration of the continent; these include the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), the African Union Initiatives, the Connect Africa summit, Kigali 2007. The African Union Commission (AUC), the NEPAD Secretariat and the African Development Bank (ADB) are jointly leading the PIDA study wich covers infrastructure of four sectors: Telecom/ICT, Energy, Transport, and Water. The overall objective of the PIDA is to optimise the efforts and use of resources in order to enable African Stakeholders to have one voice based on a common agenda and propose a commonvision for infrastructure development.

PIDA Specific Objectives
The objectives of the PIDA are to enable African decision-makers to:

· Establish a strategic framework for the development of regional and continental infrastructure (Energy, Transport, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Water) based on a development vision, strategic objectives and sector policies;

· Establish an infrastructure development programme articulated around priorities and phases; and

· Prepare an implementation strategy and process including, in particular, a priority action plan.

PIDA Scope

A number of studies will be conducted with the aim of providing African decision-makers with analytical and decision-making tools for the formulation of policy, priority infrastructure development programmes and related implementation strategies and processes.

The PIDA is an integrated study covering the transport, energy, telecommunications and ICT and water sectors, and deals with the regional and continental aspects of these sectors. All national aspects (including, without exception, physical infrastructure, national policies, institutional and regulatory frameworks, technical standards and benchmarks) will only be considered if they have an impact on, or could be affected by, the regional and continental aspects. The timeframe under consideration is up to 2030, and is phased as follows: 2010-2015 for the short-term and priority action plan, 2016-2020 for the medium-term, and 2021-2030 for the long-term. 

Defining the “strategic framework” will involve finding answers to the following questions: 

· What are the major challenges to the development of regional and continental infrastructure? 

· What are the strategic objectives and orientations, and what are the policies to be implemented at the regional and continental levels to meet those challenges?

Defining the prioritized and phased infrastructure development programme is a set of physical infrastructure projects for which the proposed timeframe for implementation is 2010-2030. The projects can involve the extension or improvement of existing infrastructure; they can also involve the creation of new infrastructure. The programme will be prioritized to the extent that the priority level of the projects composing it will be subject to at least a preliminary evaluation in relation to the objectives that they are expected to help achieve. This assessment should help to determine the relative importance of the expected project impacts and highlight possible conflicting objectives. The prioritization is essential, as it should allow for efforts to be focused on a realistic core of projects and help to build consensus among all stakeholders (including financing partners) around that core. The projects will also be grouped according to their projected implementation timeframes: (short-term: 2010-2015; medium-term: 2016-2020 and long-term: 2021-2030). 

The implementation strategies and processes of the infrastructure development programme will focused on: 

· Consensus-building around a priority action plan: The Priority Action Plan is therefore intended to cover the physical investment programmes, as well as the different types of measures (political, institutional, regulatory, financial, administrative, etc.). Its aim is to replace the STAP with a roll-over plan of action, drawn up initially to cover the 2010-2015 period. Building a consensus among policy decision-makers around this priority action plan and its management constitutes a priority objective of the PIDA,
· Definition of an implementation and monitoring process
· Implementation support measures.

Proposal
This project to be included in the ITU programme and benefit from resources allocation from ITU.
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