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Priority area
Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief, as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.
Description of the proposal
The Africa region has achieved substantial progress in the development of telecommunication and ICT infrastructures since the reforms undertaken in the different countries by virtue of our governments' political determination and the accompanying assistance received from regional and international organizations, including in particular ITU. Nevertheless, enormous efforts still need to be deployed in order to improve connectivity.
Although external connectivity has been enhanced with the major submarine optical-fibre cable projects SAT 3 and SEACOM and the bringing into use of the RASCOM pan-African satellite, connectivity within countries still remains an enormous challenge. This is why the "Connect Africa" Summit, held in Kigali in 2007, recognized the need to build national, subregional and continental backbones with a view to reducing the costs of services and expanding access to telecommunication services for everyone.

Burkina Faso considers the development of basic infrastructure as a priority, the foundation on which information and communication technologies are to be built. Like many other countries of our region, and in accordance with its stated policy for the sector, one of the main lines of action on which Burkina Faso has based its strategy for development of the telecommunication sector is indeed the deployment of a nationwide broadband infrastructure.

To this end, Burkina Faso intends to gradually connect all the communes in the country through a shared optical-fibre broadband backbone. A feasibility study on the technical, economic, legal and institutional aspects was launched in 2008. Make no mistake, this project is gigantic, but as one speaker in the Digital Summit forum said: "in Africa, we have to think big and act quickly". 
Burkina Faso is convinced that the existence of an adequate infrastructure is indispensable for achieving the major ambitions that its government has set in regard to telecommunications and ICTs.
It is also in this light that, in line with the commitments and decisions of the "Connect Africa" Summit held in Kigali in October 2007, Burkina Faso has engaged, with the support of ITU-D, in an initiative with its six neighbouring countries to address issues of interconnection of their optical-fibre networks. The aim is to conduct a review of optical-fibre broadband networks in the subregion and exchange views on coordination of the implementation of an optimized and secure regional network connecting the countries concerned.

As you know, our continent is one of the regions of the world in which telecommunications are the least developed. The infrastructure deficit constitutes the main obstacle to access to telecommunication and ICT services for everyone. The formidable growth of mobile telephony recorded in recent years shows that this situation is not inescapable and that it can be changed by making the right choices, in particular by reducing the gap between urban and rural areas.

This regional meeting is an opportunity for us to affirm our determination to strengthen the conditions for achieving this goal. We accordingly reaffirm our agreement and support for maintaining the African initiative on development of a broadband infrastructure and achievement of regional interconnectivity by the next WTDC in 2010.
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