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	Subject:
	Call for contributions on Question 6-2/1: Regulatory impact of next generation networks on interconnection


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU,

Members of the Development Sector

Dear Sir/Madam,

ITU-D Study Group1 Question 6-2/1, Regulatory impact of next-generation networks on interconnection, has received few contributions to its work. The Study Group 1 meeting, held in Geneva from 18 to 21 September 2007, has decided to send to Member States and Sector Members a call for contributions in order to collect appropriate information on the topics to be covered in the study of the Question. Contributions are sought in particular from ITU Administrations and ITU-D Sector Members.

The definition of the Question can be found at the following Web address: 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/documents/DEFQUEST-SG1/DEFQUEST-Q6-2-1-E.doc
You are kindly requested to share your experiences in a contribution on the topics below or any other information regarding the regulatory impact of next-generation networks on interconnection. Please note that ITU will only translate documents of five or fewer pages in length. Should you wish to provide a longer document, please prepare a summary of five pages or less that may be translated.

Subject 1: NGN Migration Timetable

Provide information on any plans for NGN migration in your country, in particular focusing on how advanced NGN migration plans of telecommunication service providers are in your country; when NGN is likely to become the default core network in your country; when NGN access networks are likely to be deployed in your country; when you envision the need for detailed regulation on interconnection products of NGN in your country; what interconnection architecture the regulator should focus on in the short and long term for NGN; and whether there are plans for a common, universally acceptable timetable for NGN transition by various operators in your country.

Subject 2: Potential NGN Interconnection Challenges and Opportunities

Provide information on potential NGN interconnection challenges and opportunities including: the potential impact of the geographic migration of points of interconnection as operators migrate to NGN; whether session border controllers (SBCs) should be mandated for interconnection among NGN operators; whether the regulator should mandate a specific signalling protocol for interface among NGN operators in order to ensure interoperability or whether this should be left to operators to determine; whether Interconnect Exchanges should be mandated for interconnection in an NGN environment or considered as one option for operators interconnecting to each other?

Subject 3: Numbering, Quality of Service (QoS) and Fraud issues in NGN 

Provide information on NGN numbering, QoS and fraud issues, including possible options the Numbering Plan Administrator could consider for the NGN Numbering Plan; how providers and customers can ensure that service commitments are met in an NGN environment; which operator’s QoS statistics will govern; whether sufficient information can be disclosed to customers given that competitive providers are reluctant to share statistics about their respective networks with one another and peering agreements typically restrict the ability of the providers to disclose information about one another’s networks to third parties; how responsibility will be allocated if a customer’s traffic fails to achieve its committed service level specification; whether it will be possible to administer payments and penalties rigorously and fairly in NGN given that traffic data can legitimately be interpreted in more than one way; and how providers can prevent fraud and distinguish between fraud and legitimate use ?

Subject 4: National Security issues in NGN

Provide information on national security issues arising from NGN interconnection, e.g., any factors the regulator may have to consider related to NGN interfaces, signalling and points of interconnection where the national regulatory authority in your country bears responsibility for National Security with regard to telecommunication network.

The information requested is urgently needed to enable the preparation of the 2008 report in June 2008. We kindly request you to send your document before 31 December 2007.

I invite you to submit your inputs, along with the above listed Subjects, to the following BDT Secretariat contact: 

Counsellor, ITU-D Study Group 1
e-mail: devsg1@itu.int 
Fax: +41 22 7305484

I do hope that you will agree to cooperate on this important initiative.

Yours sincerely,
[Original signed by Mr. Sami Al-Basheer Al Morshid, Director, BDT]
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