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At the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakech, September 23 to October 18, 2002), Member countries stressed the importance of the ITU being an active and substantive contributor to the World Summit on the Information Society (Resolution Plen/7).  The Plenipotentiary Conference also decided (Decision PLEN/1) to forward to the Working Group of the Council on WSIS Guidelines for the ITU input to the WSIS Declaration and Plan of Action (ANNEX 1 to Decision PLEN/1).  The Guidelines are intended to assist the WSIS Working Group of Council in its further elaboration of the ITU’s substantive input to the WSIS Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action. Canada believes that the specific initiatives or “proposed deliverables” to be put forward by the ITU for the WSIS should:

1) be in line with the ITU's core competencies;

2) relate to the main themes being discussed in the context of WSIS;

3) be an application of items identified in the ITU Strategic Plan, particularly as

 related to the Istanbul Action Plan; 

4) be further developed with input from the membership, the Advisory Groups and the Directors of the Bureaus;

5) involve and work with other partners, as appropriate;  

6) make the best use of the WSIS platform to promote the ITU's work in those particular areas.

The main objective of this contribution is to prioritize the areas of action among those already identified in ANNEX 1 to Decision PLEN/1. 

I – Providing Access to ICTs for All:


A)
Infrastructure Development and Affordable Access to ICT Services:

· The development of telecommunications infrastructure in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and in remote and isolated areas in partnership with other stakeholders is an essential first step in bridging the digital divide. Building on the experience and the expertise of the BDT, the ITU is well positioned to make a significant contribution in this area based on key initiatives identified in the Istanbul Action Plan; 

· By further developing its working partnership with industry, government and other standards organizations, the ITU can continue to be a driving force for the development, adoption and promotion of global telecommunications standards which are critical to the deployment of a global ICT infrastructure.

B) Policy and Regulatory Frameworks:

· For many years, the ITU has facilitated the coming together of telecommunications policy-makers and regulatory agencies to discuss important issues impacting the development of national telecommunications strategies such as universal access, convergence, spectrum management, etc. The ITU should consider how it could work  with other international and/or regional initiatives to optimize this exchange of information and best practices.
      C) 
Assessment of the Digital Divide:

· The assessment of e-readiness is a necessary first step in the formulation of a realistic e-strategy. Because of its well-established expertise in the area of telecommunications indicators, the ITU should continue to support the development of qualitative and quantitative indicators and benchmarks to measure the Digital Divide so as to assist policy makers in the development of a national plan of action.

II – ICTs as a Tool for Economic and Social Development – and Meeting the

       Millennium Development Goals

· Human Capacity Building is one of the ITU’s core competencies. Through its Centres of Excellence, the ITU has helped strengthen the technical, policy, regulatory and managerial expertise of many developing countries in the telecommunications sector. The ITU should continue to share its experience and expertise in human capacity building so as to take part in other global and/or regional initiatives aiming to assist developing countries strengthen their human and institutional capacity. 

III – Confidence and Security in the Use of ICTs

· In this area, the ITU should focus on areas where it can add the most value, notably the development of technical standards. In this regard, the work of ITU-T/Study Group 17 on Data Networks and Telecommunication Software is of particular relevance. The ITU should therefore ensure that the WSIS Plan of Action, under the theme “Network Security”, recognizes the central role of standards and the particular work of the ITU in this area for building confidence and security in the use of communications infrastructures. 
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