
Annex 2

Proposals of WG-WSIS for ITU supplementary input to the declaration of principles and plan of action of the World Summit on the Information Society 

WSIS plan of action  – ITU actions

I
Providing access to ICTs for all

A
Infrastructure development and affordable access to ICT services
· The development of telecommunications infrastructure in least developed countries (LDC) as well as in remote and isolated areas, in partnership with all stakeholders, is an essential first step in bridging the digital divide. Building on the experience and the expertise of the BDT, ITU is well positioned to make a significant contribution in this area based on key initiatives identified in the Istanbul Action Plan.
· ITU, in partnership with industry, governments and standards organizations, should continue to be a driving force for the development, adoption and promotion of global telecommunication standards which are crucial to the deployment of a global ICT infrastructure.
· ITU should study the feasibility of creating a special virtual network for access to information on standardization including ISO, IEC and other international, regional and national bodies, as well as main industrial forums to ensure the wider distribution and promotion of international ICT standards and recommendations. 

· ITU, in cooperation with all stakeholders, should conduct task-oriented research and implementation of programmes to promote global connectivity for all potential users in the development of the Global Information Infrastructure. 

B
Policy and regulatory frameworks

· ITU is a focal point for the exchange of information among telecommunications policy-makers and regulatory agencies on important issues of the development of national telecommunications legislations and strategies. ITU should consider how it could work with other international and/or regional initiatives to optimize this exchange of information and best practices.
C
Assessment of the digital divide

· The assessment of e-readiness is a necessary first step in the formulation of a realistic e‑strategy. Because of its well-established expertise in the area of telecommunications indicators, the ITU should continue to support the development of qualitative and quantitative indicators and benchmarks to measure the digital divide so as to assist policy-makers in the development of a national action plans.

II
ICTs as a tool for economic and social development—and meeting the Millennium Development Goals

E       Human resource development


· Human capacity building is one of ITU’s core competencies. Through its Centres of Excellence, ITU has helped strengthen the technical, policy, regulatory and managerial expertise of many developing countries in the telecommunication sector. ITU should continue to share its experience and expertise in human capacity building to assist interested countries in strengthening their human and institutional capacity. 

G    
Special actions for developing countries, least developed countries, underprivileged populations and isolated and remote communities

· ITU should act as a catalyst for the development of innovative uses of ICTs for underserved areas and populations (e.g. possibility of use of cyberpost, cyberschools, VSATs, public-private partnerships).

III 
Confidence and security in the use of ICTs

· ITU should consider the development, as appropriate, of international MoUs and agreements in realisation of the trust of all “players” in e-services systems.

· A principal function of ITU is the development of technical standards. In this regard, the work of ITU on data networks and telecommunication software is of particular relevance.
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