Swiss Delegation Proposal for a Paper on the Implementation of the Geneva Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action

Where we stand now:

At the first phase of WSIS, in Geneva, December 2003, we agreed on a Declaration of Principles that defines our common vision of the information society. We also agreed on a Plan of Action that leads the way to turning this vision into reality. 

The second phase of WSIS, in Tunis, November 2005, will be the phase of concrete action and solutions. At PrepCom1, in Hammamet in June 2004, we agreed that the focus of the second phase should be:

· “Follow-up and implementation of the Geneva Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action by stakeholders at national, regional and international levels, with particular attention to the challenges facing the Least Developed Countries;

· Consideration of the report of the Task Force on Financial Mechanisms (TFFM) and appropriate action;

· Internet governance: consideration of the report of the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG) and appropriate action;” 

In Hammamet, we also decided that “the agreements reached in the Geneva phase should not be reopened” and that “the output of the Tunis Phase should be a final document or documents, comprising a concise political part and an operational part, both of which reflect the areas of focus of the Tunis phase and reaffirm and enhance the commitments undertaken in the Geneva phase”.

At PrepCom2, in Geneva in February 2005, we started working on the draft Tunis document(s): on a political chapeau and on three chapters of the operational part. With regard to the chapters on the issues of financing ICT4D and internet governance, we’re on a good track: most of the text on the financing issue has been agreed on and the work on internet governance is progressing according to the timeframe set by the WGIG. Both of these chapters - Financial mechanisms and internet governance - will be a part of the success of WSIS Tunis 2005. 

With regard to the other key issue of the second phase of WSIS, the follow-up and implementation of the Geneva outcome by stakeholders at national, regional and international levels, some progress has also been made. A very useful stocktaking exercise has been conducted by the WSIS executive secretariat and is still going on. A preliminary report on the WSIS stocktaking has been presented to PrepCom2, highlighting some examples of projects, programmes and partnerships on international, regional and national levels, as well as thematic and regional meetings. In the operational part of the Tunis document(s), a chapter on the implementation of the Geneva outcome is also being drafted. This chapter should concretize the mechanisms for implementation and  follow-up of the Geneva Declaration and Action Plan.

The Swiss proposal:

However in our view, this is not enough to make the Tunis phase a success. In order to make WSIS Tunis 2005 sufficiently interesting and visible to attract the attention of high-level representatives of states and governments, private sector and civil society and international organizations, and to raise the interest of the international media to cover this important event adequately, we need to do more to show the progress made since WSIS Geneva 2003 and to show that WSIS Tunis 2005 will be the second milestone in the creation of a globally inclusive information society.

With the aim of helping to create real added value in the second phase of WSIS, Switzerland would like to present the following proposal for discussion:

Switzerland proposes to present two new papers at the Tunis Summit, neither of which will be negotiated by the PrepCom, but which will be taken note of by the Summit: we propose to present to the Summit a “stocktaking implementation” report and a “stakeholder commitments” paper.

The stocktaking implementation report will be a document developed out of the stocktaking exercise started by the WSIS executive secretariat in October 2004. This paper will show what action has been taken in all aspects of the information society, following the action lines set out in the Geneva Plan of Action. This document will go through all the action lines showing what has been done since December 2003, regardless of whether an action has been taken because of WSIS or not. It will not merely be a descriptive list of the thousands of projects that are under way, but rather it will provide a condensed and readable analysis of the progress made on all issues. However, the document will not try to isolate best practices among the activities listed in the stocktaking database, nor to evaluate or rank them. 

The stakeholder commitments paper will be a dynamic and evolving document where representatives of all governments, private sector, civil society and international organisations can announce the new commitments, pledges and concrete actions they will be undertaking after the Tunis Summit, with regard to any of the action lines of the Geneva Plan of Action. This paper could also be linked with the possibility proposed by the ITU Secretary General to create a space for Heads of States and high level representatives of all other stakeholder to announce their commitments, projects and partnerships at the Tunis Summit.

Neither of these papers should be negotiated, though there will be opportunity for comments. The PrepCom and the Summit should take note of them and they should thus be part of the official outcome of the second phase of WSIS.

How this could be done:

The analysis for the stocktaking implementation report could be carried out by the WSIS executive secretariat, assisted by ITU, which is already responsible for the stocktaking exercise. A deadline of 30 June has already been set for further comments and inputs and a draft report could be ready in early July for a 4 week consultation, with a final document for PrepCom 3 posted on the website by end August.

The stakeholder commitments paper will be a rolling document up to the Tunis Summit. A letter to all stakeholders calling for announcements of commitments and action could be sent out by the ITU Secretary General very soon. The WSIS executive secretariat could collect the commitments and present them in this paper. A draft version of the document should be presented at PrepCom3, for comments and additional inputs. The final paper should be presented at the Summit including all announcements made up to a deadline shortly ahead of the Summit.

In order to support the WSIS executive secretariat to do this work, interested parties could help by providing additional human resources to the executive secretariat.

Why this additional work?

In line with the decision of PrepCom1 on the focus of the second phase, WSIS Tunis 2005 should show progress on the issues of financing ICT for development, internet governance and on the implementation of the outcome of WSIS Geneva 2003. For Tunis 2005 to become a real success, we think it is necessary that the Summit shows, in a tangible way, what has been achieved since Geneva 2003, and what is under way. Furthermore, it is important that the Summit gives a voice to all stakeholders to express their commitments and pledges regarding their future activities. This will enhance the momentum created in Geneva and will make the Tunis Summit more attractive to Heads of States and Governments, CEOs and other VVIPs to participate and also to the media to cover the Summit worldwide.

These commitments are not only important for the WSIS Tunis 2005, but the stocktaking implementation paper and the stakeholders commitments are the starting point of the follow-up of WSIS as a whole. The commitments created in Geneva and reaffirmed and enhanced in Tunis must be carried over to the “post Tunis phase”. Otherwise, all the results of WSIS would remain just nice words. We need continuing actions in all areas of the information society and we need a monitoring of the progress.

We therefore invite all delegations that want Tunis 2005 and the follow-up of WSIS to become a success to consider our proposal seriously and to help to translate it into action.
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