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Subject: 
	

ITU activities in relation to WSIS


	2
Purpose

The ITU Council 2002, by Resolution 1196, converted the WSIS Liaison Committee of the Council into the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society (WG-WSIS), open to all Member States and Sector Members. In addition, Decision 8 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) gives the Group special instructions for continuing its work. This document reports on the work of the Group to date.


	
	Ref. doc.
Res. 1196



	3
Background

The Group has met three times since Council 2002, in addition to working by electronic means, and prepared recommendations to the Council 2003. 
	
	C03/9



	4
Recommendation

Council is invited to consider and adopt the recommendations of the WG-WSIS contained in this report.


	
	

	5
Implications

The work of the WG-WSIS will have implications for the 2004-05 budget.
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Yuri G. GRIN

Chairman, WG-WSIS

1.
Introduction

1.1
The ITU Council 2002, by Resolution 1196, converted the WSIS Liaison Committee of the Council into the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society (WG-WSIS), open to all Member States and Sector Members. Council nominated Yuri G. Grin (Russian Federation) to chair the Group. At its first meeting, the Group nominated Frederick Riehl (Switzerland) and Ridha Guellouz (Tunisia) as vice-chairmen. During the past meetings, Mr Martin-Löf and Mr Willy Jensen have been designated to chair ad-hoc subgroups. 

1.2
 Decision 8 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) foresees the continuation of the work of WG-WSIS until 2006 and gives specific instructions for its continuing work.

1.3
The PP02 instructs the WG-WSIS: 

a) to provide to the membership a detailed framework for the substantive contribution of ITU to the Summit, initially for discussion at PP-02;
b) to review the preparatory activities of ITU in preparation for the Summit; 

c) to develop, with the assistance of the Secretary-General and Directors of the Bureaux, an information document to be transmitted to the PrepCom on the functions of ITU based on the draft ITU Strategic Plan, 2003‑07, the Istanbul Action Plan, and the activities of ITU in relation to the Summit. 

2.
Work of WG-WSIS

2.1
In addition to working by electronic means, the WG-WSIS has held three meetings:

a) In Marrakesh, Morocco, before the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-02) on 21 September 2002.

b) In Lisbon, Portugal, from 11-13 December 2002.

c) In Geneva, from 14-15 April 2003.

2.2 The WG-WSIS has fulfilled its mandate in the following ways:

a) The substantive contribution of ITU to the Summit was initially discussed during the first WG WSIS meeting and later developed at PP-02 in the form of Annex 1 to Decision 8 (Marrakesh, 2002). This was further revised by WG-WSIS at its second meeting and was forwarded to the ITU Secretary-General to be submitted as an ITU contribution to PrepCom-2. At the third meeting WG-WSIS was informed that ITU contributions to PrepCom have been treated as those of an observer, in accordance with the rules of procedure adopted by the PrepCom.

b) The WG-WSIS has continued to review the preparatory activities of ITU in preparation for the Summit. Specifically, at its second meeting, the Group requested that the secretariat prepare an analysis of all contributions to PrepCom-2 with regard to their impact on ITU and its mission. At its third meeting, the Group reviewed ITU activities in preparation for WSIS and also an analysis of those contributions to the PrepCom. This analysis, together with the other work of the Group, is available on the website at: http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/wsis_WG.html. 

c) The information document was approved by PP-02 as Annex 2 to Decision 8. This was further reviewed by WG-WSIS at its second meeting and was submitted by the Secretary-General to PrepCom and posted on the WSIS website. 

3.
Consideration of the draft declaration of principles and draft action plan

3.1
During the previous meetings of the WG-WSIS, a series of overall objectives to structure the ITU contribution to WSIS were established (Annex I to the Report by the chairman of WG‑WSIS on its second meeting). These objectives—which include the necessity to provide access to information and communication technologies (ICT) for all, to consider ICTs as a tool for economic development and to meet the Millennium Development Goals, and the need to build confidence and security in the use of ICTs—have been addressed in the declaration of principles issued by PrepCom-2. However, it was considered by the Working Group that the draft action plan warranted further consideration in some areas. 

3.2
Discussion was raised relating to the role ITU will play in the process leading to the Summit. The mandate of ITU and its importance in the development of ICTs should be recognized by the Summit, and the work ITU is doing in the field of ICTs should be emphasized. It was also recognized that the results of WSIS will have implications for ITU in the future and that this should be addressed by the ITU Council taking into account financial perspectives.

3.3
ICTs are a fundamental tool in promoting social and economic development. However, the WG-WSIS believes that the WSIS should take into consideration the following points: 

· ICTs, used effectively, can help promote social and economic development.

· Many activities have been already undertaken in the field of ICTs and ICTs for development. These activities should be well recognized so that future actions can be built on past experience.

· The role of market forces and of the private sector in ICT development should be stressed, and its potential unfettered. There is a need to stress the importance of privatization, liberalization and pro-competitive regimes.

4.
Recommendations

4.1
The WG-WSIS recommends that:

· In view of the fact that the ITU Secretary-General has an independent role as elected chairman of the High Level Summit Organization Committee (HLSOC), the ITU Council should instruct the Chairman of the Council to consult with the head of the WSIS Bureau on establishing a way to allow the participation of a representative of the Council in the Bureau meetings, with an observer status—taking into account the rules of procedure. 

· The ITU Council invite ITU Member States to convey ITU positions in the PrepCom process.  

· The ITU Council request the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Directors of the Bureaux, to perform a “stock-taking exercise”, to show how ITU’s current work programme contributes to the fulfilment of the objectives outlined in the WSIS draft action plan. In order to be effectively utilized, this document should be posted on both the ITU and the WSIS websites and submitted to the PrepCom in time for the July intersessional meeting. In his role as chairman of the HLSOC, the Secretary-General should also encourage other UN agencies and international organizations to carry out a similar stock-taking of their own activities. As a result, it should be possible to identify priorities and issues of political importance to be drawn to the attention of government Ministers, and to attract participation in the Summit at the highest level.

· The ITU Council request the Secretary-General and the Directors of the Bureaux to continue to monitor the WSIS process and implementation of the action plan and to report annually to Council on the financial and operational implications for ITU.

· WG-WSIS expressed concern about the lack of involvement of Sector Members in the PrepCom process. It was felt that ITU should urgently consider incentives to attract Sector Members into the WSIS process. One specific proposal is that, in the Geneva phase of the Summit, a meeting between private sector representatives and Ministers be planned. Likewise, a similar meeting could be held between civil society representatives and Ministers, in association with the parallel events that will be organized by the host countries.

· A complete overview of the WSIS financial status should be presented to the Council, taking into account all expenses and contributions. The significance of the ITU financial contribution to WSIS should be better highlighted.

· The Council is invited to consider the mechanism by which the ITU would satisfy the requirements resulting from the output of the World Summit. 

· The Council is further invited to consider how the ITU might prepare itself for the newly emerging information society paradigm.

· The Council should also consider the development of concrete actions in preparation for the second phase of WSIS in 2005. 

4.2
WG-WSIS recommends that ITU Council should highlight those points in the draft action plan that are more relevant to ITU activities, and where ITU can contribute its particular expertise, for instance through the work being carried out to implement the Istanbul Action Plan. These include:

A.1
Information and communication infrastructure

Assistance in the development of telecommunication networks, including broadcasting networks, mobile terrestrial and in the planning of all types of networks. 

A.3.18 
Resource mobilization

Mobilization of resources is a part of all activities undertaken by the ITU in assisting developing countries.

A.4
Capacity building: human resources development

Projects aimed at building human capacity, assistance to developing countries in the transfer of knowledge, sharing of experience and know how, and strengthening human resources and training functions. 

A.5
Security

Providing assistance to Member States in the development and adoption of policies and strategies for building confidence and security in the use of ICTs. 

A.6
Enabling environment

Providing assistance to Member States and regulatory authorities in promoting the development and implementation of policies and legislation for the sustainable development of telecommunications and ICTs.

· Good governance: Creating a trustworthy, transparent and non-discriminatory legal, regulatory and policy environment, capable of promoting technological innovation and competition.

· Market environment: Developing tools and guidelines to assist member states in the implementation of appropriate financing policies and strategies for ICT development.

· Coordinating the development of global telecommunication and ICT standards.

· Enabling a fair and equitable management of the global radio frequency spectrum.

A.7
Promotion of development-oriented ICT applications for all

Providing assistance in implementing telecentres and developing e-applications projects (e-health, e-commerce, e-government, e-business, e-learning) and in addressing the technology policy strategies for the successful implementation of ICT applications.

4.3
The WG-WSIS also discussed future steps that might be taken, in association with the WSIS process. It was hoped that the emphasis in the draft action plan on developing national strategies could be broadened to incorporate the sharing of experience at the regional and global levels and the development of a common vision and understanding of the information society.

Conclusions

Possible dates for the next meeting of the WG-WSIS have also been discussed. The meeting could take place either before the WSIS intersessional meeting in Paris (to take place from 15-18 July 2003), before PrepCom-3, or after the Geneva phase of the Summit. The date should be defined by the Council at its session in May 2003.

The Group would like to thank all participants for their active contribution and support. In particular, thanks go to the Portuguese regulatory authority, Anacom, for having kindly hosted the second WG-WSIS meeting.
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