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1.  Background

The ITU Council 2002, by Resolution 1196, converted the WSIS Liaison Committee of the Council into the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society (WG-WSIS), open to all Member States and Sector Members. In addition, Decision 8 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) invited the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society (WG-WSIS): 
1
to provide to the membership a detailed framework for the substantive contribution of ITU to the Summit, initially for discussion at PP-02

2
to continue providing periodically updated ITU inputs to the WSIS preparatory process, as appropriate, within available financial resources. 

3
to develop, with the assistance of the Secretary-General and Directors of the Bureaux, an information document to be transmitted to the PrepCom on the functions of ITU based on the draft ITU Strategic Plan, 2003‑07, the Istanbul Action Plan, and the activities of ITU in relation to the Summit
The substantive contribution of ITU to the Summit was initially discussed during the first WG‑WSIS meeting and later developed at PP-02 in the form of Annex 1 to Decision 8 (Marrakesh, 2002). This was further revised by WG-WSIS at its second meeting and was forwarded to the ITU Secretary-General to be submitted as an ITU contribution to PrepCom-2.  

2.  Third meeting of the Council Working Group on WSIS in Geneva 

WG-WSIS held a third meeting, open to all Member States and Sector Members, in Geneva on 14 and 15 of April 2003 in order to discuss the output from PrepCom-2, i.e. the draft declaration of principles and action plan, and to prepare its report to the ITU Council on the ITU input to the WSIS process. Twenty-eight participants from 17 Member States attended the meeting, which was chaired by Mr Yuri Grin (Russia).

One of the objectives of the Working Group at its third meeting was to assess the extent to which the WSIS draft declaration of principles and action plan reflected ITU’s contribution to date, as well as better defining ways in which ITU could gear its efforts towards improving its input, and enhancing its role in the WSIS process.

At the meeting, the Group reviewed ITU activities in preparation for WSIS and considered an analysis of relevant contributions to PrepCom. This analysis, together with the meeting reports and other work of the Group, is available on the website at: www.itu.int/council/wsis/wsis_WG.html. Also at its third meeting, the Working Group was informed that ITU contributions to PrepCom have been treated as those of an observer, in accordance with the rules of procedure adopted by PrepCom.

3.
Report of the Group to the ITU Council

During the previous meetings of the WG-WSIS, a series of overall objectives to structure the ITU contribution to WSIS had been established (see Annex I to the Report by the chairman of WG‑WSIS on its second meeting). The Group considered that these objectives have been addressed in the declaration of principles issued by PrepCom-2. However, it considered that the draft action plan warranted further consideration in some areas. 

Discussion was raised relating to the role ITU will play in the process leading to the Summit. The Group considered that the mandate of ITU and its importance in the development of ICTs should be recognized by the Summit, and the work ITU is doing in the field of ICTs should be emphasized. It was also recognized that the results of WSIS will have implications for ITU in the future and that this should be addressed by the ITU Council taking into account financial perspectives.

On the basis of these elements, the Working Group prepared its report on its activities, including a number of recommendations relating to ITU’s role in WSIS, to be presented to Council 2003 (Council document C03/37). Inter alia, the Group recommends in its report that the Council take the appropriate actions to further advance the participation of ITU in the WSIS process, urging it to highlight those points in the draft action plan that are most relevant to ITU activities, and where the ITU can contribute its particular expertise. The final report to the Council is available on the WG‑WSIS website at: http://www.itu.int/council/wsis/wsis_WG.html. It will also be made available as a Council document at: http://www.itu.int/council/2003 and distributed as a Council document at the 2003 session. 

4. Future work

The next meeting of the Group is planned to take place either before the WSIS intersessional meeting in Paris (to take place from 15-18 July 2003), before PrepCom-3, or after the Geneva phase of the Summit. The date and venue should be established by the Council at its 2003 session.
The Working Group agreed that it would continue to work using electronic means (via the address: wg-wsis@itu.int), and would encourage participants to send their contributions and comments. 
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