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Contribution by the Chairman of the Ad hoc group on Internet matters 
 

1. Introduction 
The 12th meeting of the Working Group on WSIS took place in Geneva on 25-28th of January 2008 
and it was decided to create an ad hoc subgroup on Internet-related issues. 
Member States and Sector Members were invited to send their contributions related to the 13th 
meeting to ITU secretariat at strategy@itu.int. On 22 September 2008, ITU had received no 
contribution. 
This paper has been prepared by the Chairman of the ad hoc group and aims to provide an overview 
of the achievements occurred since last WG_WSIS meeting. 

2. Role of ITU in Internet Governance Forum 
In January 2008, the ad hoc group agreed on the following points concerning the role of ITU in 
Internet Governance Forum (see Annex 1 of document WG-WSIS-12/19): 

• ITU should continue to play its role in Internet matters and in the overall coordination of 
activities in different areas, pursuant to the relevant Plenipotentiary Conference Resolutions 
(e.g. 71, 101, 102, 130, 133, 140). 

• To ensure, pursuant to the decisions of the Council, a more active ITU presence in initiatives, 
conferences and projects related to Internet Policy and Governance: 

1. to promote relevant activities already implemented by ITU;  

2. to identify public policy issues that ITU should address, pursuant to Resolution 102 of the 
Plenipotentiary Conference of Antalya; 

3. to take a more active role in the preparatory activity for the IGF meetings, in order to raise 
ITU‘s profile in the event’s programme.  

• Specific proposals to achieve these objectives could include: 
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1. Ensuring that ITU plays a more active role at the third IGF meeting to be held in [New 
Delhi], India, in December 2008, by incorporating relevant activities carried out by ITU 
during 2008 into the programme of the IGF meeting. Ensuring the participation of ITU 
speakers and panellists during plenary sessions. The organization, by ITU, of Open Forums 
and Thematic Workshops, in collaboration and in partnership with other relevant entities 
could make a tangible contribution to strengthening ITU’s role in the 3rd IGF Forum. 

2. Inviting the ITU membership to promote ITU and its role during IGF meetings. 

3. Coordinating with the IGF Secretariat and the UN Secretary-General to ensure that inputs 
from ITU are properly taken into account in the work of the IGF Advisory Group (AG).  

4. Leading a Dynamic Coalition on ICT accessibility and work with relevant stakeholders 
within the existing ITU partnership frameworks, and in accordance with PP06 Resolution 
141. 

5. Follow-up with UNESCO, UNDP, WIPO and ICANN on joint activities and proposals on 
Internationalized Domain Names (IDN). 

 
The 3rd session of the IGF will take place in Hyderabad from 3 to 6th of December 2008; the 
Multistakeholder Advisory Group (MAG) took place in Geneva on 17-18th of September and 
decided, inter alia, that the forum would be structured around “panel discussions” during the 
morning sessions and “open dialogue” during the afternoon sessions. The discussions will be 
organized around three main themes (one per day): 

• Reaching the next billion 
• Promoting cybersecurity and trust 
• Managing critical Internet resources 

Two additional sessions on the last day will address: 
• Emerging issues: the Internet of tomorrow 
• Taking stock and the way forward 

 
The following deadlines have been set by the MAG: 
25 September: 

• Lists of panellists for the panel discussions. 
30 September: 

• Submission of final programme for all workshops, best practice forums, open forums and 
• Dynamic Coalition meetings. 
• Submission of Dynamic Coalition activity reports. 

 
The provisional list of the workshops (see http://www.intgovforum.org/workshops_08 ) shows that 
ITU will organise a workshop on “Including accessibility and human factors in the universalization 
of the Internet; how to reach persons with disabilities, the 10% of the next billion”. 
 
Furthermore, ITU has been invited to review the possibility of merging two other workshops with 
other proposals: the first one on “multilingualisation and internationalization of Internet”; the 
second one on “IP V6: towards a next generation network”. 
 

http://www.intgovforum.org/workshops_08
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Finally, the ITU secretariat, as an observer in the MAG, has actively participated in the preparation 
of the panels on day 2 of the Hyderabad meeting regarding cybersecurity and is promoting in that 
context its activities as facilitator of Action Line C5 of the Geneva Plan of action.   
 
The ad hoc group will provide the participants of the WG-WSIS meeting with the opportunity 
to review the progress made by ITU concerning the preparation for the Hyderabad session of 
the IGF. 
 

3. Role of ITU on Internet related issues 

During the first meeting of the ad hoc group held in January 2008, some initial discussions started 
in relation to the above agenda item. However, given the lack of time, it was proposed to hold more 
substantial discussions during the following WG-WSIS meetings.  

This issue will also be discussed in the preparation process of the World Telecommunication Policy 
Forum 09 (Portugal, 22-24 April 2009) according to decision 9 of Plenipotentiary Conference 2006 
of Antalya and the role of the ITU-T in Internet issues will also probably be discussed during the 
next World Telecommunication Standardisation Assembly (South Africa, 21-30 October 2008). 

It could be interesting for the group to review the progress made by ITU regarding implementation 
of PP 06 resolutions, in particular resolution 101, 102 and 133. 

Concerning resolution 102 and IP addresses, ITU has organised a workshop on IP V6 on 4 and 5th 
of September 2008. This workshop has identified some requirements to properly assist developing 
countries in the migration to IPv6 as well as international cooperation with other relevant bodies. 
ITU technical support could be a significant contribution: for example by issuing technical reports 
on the relevant issues in particular for preparation to ICANN’s Governmental Advisory Committee 
(GAC) meetings and by providing assistance to delegations upon request. 

Concerning resolution 133 and the Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs), ITU provided a 
contribution to the GAC meeting in New Delhi (February 2008) titled “Reference Table for IDN 
ccTLDs”. In addition, the GAC communiqué, from the last ICANN meeting (Paris, June 2008), 
states that “The GAC welcomed presentations by UNESCO and ITU representatives regarding 
proposed collaboration between their organizations and ICANN to advance multilingualism and its 
contribution to promoting inclusion, the development of local content and increased global access 
to the Internet. The GAC also notes the value of such cooperation among all relevant entities 
toward this goal (eg. ICANN, ISO, national and regional linguistic bodies)”. Taking into account 
that the ITU Secretary General and the Directors of the Bureaux, have been instructed by resolution 
133 “…to take an active part in all international discussions, initiatives and activities on the 
deployment and management of internationalized Internet domain names, in cooperation with 
relevant organizations…”, ITU could continue to contribute to the work of the GAC during its next 
meeting (Cairo, November 2008). 
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