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Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
On behalf of the ITU and its membership, it is my pleasure to welcome you to this 
Facilitation Meeting of the Action Line C7 on e-Environment of the World Summit on the 
Information Society, which has been co-organised by ITU and UNEP.  
 
As you all know, WSIS and its implementation mechanisms serve as a platform for its 
stakeholders to address issues related to information and communication technologies, 
particularly, focusing on turning the digital divide into a digital opportunity for all. 
 
The purpose of our meeting today is to allow us to review the progress that has been 
achieved to date regarding this Action Line, and to refine and strengthen our efforts aimed 
at pursuing future action and collaboration in this regard.  
 
Before beginning the deliberations of this meeting, it would be helpful to remind ourselves 
of the three key areas that serve as the focus of attention for this Action Line focusing on 
e-Environment.  
 
The first of these concerns the use and promotion of information and communication 
technologies as an instrument for environmental protection and for the sustainable use of 
natural resources.  
 
Today, our natural environment is under severe and growing threat from man-made 
causes. A particularly dangerous manifestation of this is climate change, which we have all 
been hearing so much about over the past years. Only last week, a new study by an 
international team of scientists – published in the journal Nature and based on a greater 
range of data than any other study to date – concluded for the first time that there is virtual 
certainty that the climate change observed over the past four decades is man-made, and 
not the result of natural phenomena. This study, which builds upon last year’s fourth 
assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), states that 
climate change is having “a significant impact on physical and biological systems 
globally”.1 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
If mankind and our technology have become the causes of such a significant threat, then 
mankind and our technology must be called upon to find a solution. I think that I can state 
confidently that all of us in this room believe that information and communication 
technologies are a critical element of this solution. It is up to us to help ensure that this 
opportunity can be transformed into fact.  
 
The second area of attention for this Action Line concerns the development of actions, 
projects and programmes for sustainable production, consumption and environmentally 
safe disposal and recycling of discarded hardware and components used in ICTs.  
There are few things as commonplace in our world today as ICTs. World production of the 
electronics industry has been estimated at USD 1,800 billion in 2006, of which around 
USD 400 billion involved the production of computers and peripherals and USD 240 billion 
the production of communications devices2. 
                                                 
1 http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/73fc674e-2215-11dd-a50a-000077b07658.html  
2 http://www.jeita.or.jp/english/press/2007/0417/world-e-pro-res-en.pdf (see p. 10). Exchange rate used is 

105 yen per dollar. See if ITU has its own figures, to use instead of these.  

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/73fc674e-2215-11dd-a50a-000077b07658.html
http://www.jeita.or.jp/english/press/2007/0417/world-e-pro-res-en.pdf
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Clearly, there is a lot of equipment out there, and there is much more to come. How this 
equipment is produced, used and disposed of has an important environmental effect. This 
industry is our concern, and we share the responsibility to convert it into a sustainable 
industry with a minimum and acceptable impact on the environment.  
 
It is estimated, for example, that the use of ICTs consumes around 2-2.5 % of global 
greenhouse gas emissions.  We can reduce this by making devices that are significantly 
more energy efficient.  
ICTs, furthermore, make up a growing share of the world’s waste. Particularly in 
developing countries, there are insufficient means to dispose of this waste and recycle ICT 
components and materials – many of these hazardous – in a way that is environmentally 
safe. We must find ways to solve these problems.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
The third area of attention for the e-Environment Action Line C7 concerns the 
establishment of ICT-based monitoring systems to forecast and monitor the impact of 
natural and man-made disasters, particularly in developing countries, least developed 
countries and small economies. These past two weeks have sadly shown us what 
devastating effects disasters can have: a cyclone in Myanmar and an earthquake in China. 
The expected changes in the global climate are likely to make environmental disasters 
both more common and more severe. While tackling the underlying man-made causes of 
these disasters, we also need to deal with their effects, and here ICTs will also have an 
essential role to play. We must therefore explore aggressively the ways to further use ICTs 
to anticipate, prevent where possible, and mitigate the effects of these disasters.    
 
These are just some of the critical challenges that we face today in the domains that are of 
concern to Action Line 7 on e-Environment, and therefore subjects for discussion at this 
meeting. 
 
I wish, first of all, to thank all of you for being here today. You represent the commitment of 
your countries and of your organizations to lead the way in this important endeavour. I 
wish to thank particularly those of you who will be making presentations, for your efforts to 
provide a useful framework and starting point for the deliberations of this meeting.  
 
We must remind ourselves, before we start, that this meeting is only one stage in the long 
road to finding and implementing global environmental solutions supported by ICTs. What 
is important is not what happens at this meeting, but what we do together, afterwards, to 
put our ideas and plans into practice.  
 
In order to make the best use of the time available for this meeting, we need a capable 
chairman to steer the discussions and assist in formulating its conclusions for developing 
action-oriented partnerships. The outcomes of this consultation will be reported to the 
WSIS Action Line Facilitators meeting this coming Friday and to other relevant meetings at 
a later time. It is my pleasure, therefore, to propose, as the chairman of this meeting, Mr. 
Arthur Levin, the focal point on climate change at the ITU. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Mr. Levin as chairman of this important event. 
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