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Talking Points 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

• This is my pleasure to contribute on behalf of the ITU to this review focusing on 
Angola. 

 
• Angola is a wealthy country blessed with rich natural resources. Unfortunately due 

the extended period of war the countries the infrastructure was not only destroyed 
but also its development significantly delayed. Therefore we are glad to observe 
rightly engagement of the Government in the accelerated roll out of the 
infrastructures, including the ICTs.  

 
• Science, technology and innovation could be one of the most pivotal elements in 

Angola's reconstruction process, as well as one of the most effective vehicles for its 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. Therefore the present Science, 
Technology and Innovation Policy (STIP) review is important step in shaping a 
roadmap for policy- and decision-makers in optimizing the role of science and 
technology in the development process, and facilitating the formulation of a 
coherent, long-term national strategies for the application of science, the acquisition 
of technology and the promotion of innovation. It will also seek to contribute to the 
understanding of Angola's challenges in rebuilding its economy.    

 
• The ICT (Information and Communications Technology), a component of Science 

and Technology, can play a crucial role in the Social and Economic Development of 
Nations. In accordance to the ITU statistics and the analysis significant efforts have 
been already dedicated to the development the ICT infrastructure and creation of 
enabling environment for the ICTs. Nevertheless there is still much to be done.  

 
• The ICT penetration rates for the fixed telecommunications, internet users, personal 

computers, still remain under 1 percent. Also the number of the broadband 
subscribers is minimal. Nevertheless, it is worth mentioning that Angola becomes a 
real example of mobile revolution which within four five years time experienced the 
raise of the mobile penetration rate from zero to almost 20% in year 2007 (19,43 
per 100 inhabitants) and the good news is that the tendency is still growing.  

 
• As in most African countries more than 50% of Angolan population lives in Rural 

Areas with very low income with very limited access to basic services. It came to my 
knowledge that Government is planning, and in some cases already implementing, 
the Telecentres as access points to ICT and through it e-Governments services and 
e-Services.  

 
• The success of this Telecentres i.e. its usage by the target population will depend 

on the quality of infrastructure/infostructure that will link them to the rest of the 
country and rest of the world. In this regard also the ITU Connect Africa initiative is 



addressing these issues, and we are happy to observe the extensive efforts and 
dedication of Angola addressing the summit goals.  

 
• We hope that through successful collaboration we will be able to continue to 

support development inclusive information society in Angola. As you may know one 
of the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau’s mission is to assist countries 
in the field of information and communication technologies, in facilitating the 
mobilization of technical, human and financial resources needed for their 
implementation, as well as in promoting access to ICTs.  

 
• Therefore it is my pleasure to mention some of the projects we have already been 

successfully implementing in collaboration with the Government of Angola.  
 
• Recognizing the gaps in the education system in particular in providing adequate 

training for professionals of the ICT sector and Telecommunications in particular, 
the ITU has assisted the Government of Angola to address the above by studying 
the reform of ITEL and conceptualization of the establishment of IST (Institute 
Superior Tecnologico) that aims at providing High Level Education on the ICTs. 
Moreover, now, the ITU is also working with the Portuguese countries, with support 
from Spanish Government, in the establishment of Centre of Excellence for 
Lusophone countries, giving Angola the opportunity to benefit form this project. 

 
• Furthermore the ITU is implementing the project called Maritime Radio 

Communications Services (Project 9ANG0605). This project started with a feasibility study 
that we called Phase I financed by the Angola Telecom. At the moment, Angola Telecom 
have agreed to proceed to Phase II, field survey, equipment specifications and draft tender 
documents. The ITU will possibly be involved in the Tender Evaluation and Installation 
supervision.  

 
• Having said all that, on behalf of the BDT/ITU I would like to draw attention to the possibility 

of further assistance to Angola in development of the long-term national strategy for the 
application of science, the acquisition of technology and the promotion of innovation. The 
Telecommunication Development Bureau within the framework of its mandate and  
available resources will assist Angola in development of the projects, following the ICT-led 
Policies, and oriented towards:  

 Regulatory Reform 

 Information and communication infrastructure and technology development 

 Enhanced security and build confidence in the use of ICT applications 

 E-strategies and ICT applications (e.g. e-commerce, e-governance, e-payment and e-
health) 

 Economics and finance including costs and tariffs 

 Human capacity building  
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