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1. Welcoming remarks 
 
1. The meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Houlin Zhao, ITU Deputy Secretary-General and Mrs Miriam 
Nisbet, Director, Information Society Division, UNESCO.  
 
2. In its introductory remarks, Mr. Zhao recalled the agreement reached during the Action Line 
Facilitators Meeting on 23 May including: 

- The Action Line Events should be concentrated in one week; 
- Meetings could include plenary sessions and Action Lines meetings in parallel;  
- The process should be open to all stakeholders; 
- The cluster of WSIS-related events could concentrate on a number of themes and not necessarily the 

Actions Lines  
- The name of the cluster should be changed. 

 
3. Mr. Zhao emphasized the importance to have a visible meeting on WSIS implementation each year 
in May. The main purpose should be to demonstrate that WSIS goals can be achieved by 2012 and that ICTs 
can accelerate the implementation of the MDGs.  
 
4. Mrs. Nisbet stressed that the objective of this meeting is to find out how better use the time in May 
2009 to share experiences and build partnerships in the WSIS implementation and Follow-up. The process 
should also be as participatory and as interesting as possible. She invited participants to build on the 
agreements reached during the Action Line Facilitators meetings on 23 May 2008 and to share their view on 
how to improve the Cluster of WSIS-related events. 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda 
 
5. The draft agenda was adopted as drafted 
 
3. Objectives of the cluster of WSIS-related events 
 
6. There was a consensus that the WSIS –cluster of events need to be reformatted.  
 
7. The following thoughts were put forward:  
 

- Action Line Facilitators should report to CSTD before the CSTD meeting. The linkage 
between the Action Line meetings and CSTD should be stronger. It could give the 
opportunity to CSTD Members to participate in Action Lines meetings.  

- The three meetings taking place in May (WSIS Action Line meetings, IGF Consultations 
and the CSTD session) should be more coordinated. 

- Diversity of participation should be increased and permanent missions should be more 
involved. 

- The added-value of the facilitation of WSIS Action Line should be stressed. 



- The cluster of WSIS-related events should not become a heavy process. 
 
4. Format of the cluster of WSIS-related events 
 
8. Some participants were in favor of organizing the meetings around themes and not Action Lines. 
Themes should cut across the Action Lines and be forward looking. Proposal was also made to consider the 
themes bearing in mind topics identified in other fora such as the UNGAID, IGF and CSTD. 
 
9. However, some participants recalled that the Action Lines were endorsed by Head of States and 
Governments and therefore could not be substituted by themes. 
 
10. It was emphasized that the Action Lines are an integral part of WSIS implementation; what is being 
proposed is a better way to organize the meetings in order to share how the implementation of Action Lines 
is taking place. 
 
11. In relation to the format, it was also suggested to organize workshops on a number of themes, in 
parallel with the Action Lines meetings.  
There was an agreement that written report should be sent before the meetings to enhance interaction. 
 
12. Finally concern was raised about UNDP involvement 
 
13. The following themes were proposed:  
 
- ICT Applications 
- Information as a common good/ open access 
- Going towards universal access 
- Achieving the WSIS goals 
- ICT to achieve the MDGs 

- Food security 
- Health (how are ICTs are effective) 
- Education 
- Standards 
- Financing 
- Free and Open source software 
- Data Preservation 
- Measuring Progress 
 
14. A draft time management was further proposed by Secretariat as a base for discussion. The 
following comments were made:  
 

- The 2009 format of the Cluster of WSIS-related events as presented provide a good base for 
further study. This is a work in progress.   

- The Cluster of WSIS related events could start with workshops and CSTD panels could be a 
portion of the cluster for one day or one day and a half. CSTD Members could also propose 
to CSTD to change the format of the annual session of the Commission. Nevertheless this 
should not encroach on CSTD’s traditional mandate. 

- The role of Governments in WSIS implementation should also be discussed during the 
Cluster. Country round table could be held. 

- An ad-hoc structure of the Information Society Forum could include Action-Line meetings, 
thematic workshops and side events. A charismatic person should lead the Forum (for 
example: Adama Samassékou).  

- In order to improve the visibility of the Cluster of WSIS-related meetings, some meetings 
could be organized in the regions before and after the WSIS cluster. For example, a regional 
meeting organized by UNESCWA is taking place in Beirut 18-20 November. The meeting is 
entitled “Follow-up on the implementation of WSIS Outcomes in Western Asia”. 

- Importance should be given to measuring progress made in achieving the WSIS targets.  
 



15.  If applicable, another consultation meeting before the end of 2008 could be envisaged. However 
consultation by web or by e-mail would be needed to progress the work.  
 
5. Name of the Cluster of WSIS-related events  
 
16. Some participants considered that the term “forum” was used in too many circumstances and that the 
word “conference” would be more appropriate. It was also mentioned that “Information Society” was a too 
broad concept and that it would be more convenient to keep the reference to the WSIS Action Lines. 
It was also noted that in some Organizations such as ITU the word “conference” refer to a decision making 
body. 
 
17. It was agreed that an online consultation would be undertaken to discuss further on the name of the 
Cluster and on the orgnization of the next meetings in May 2009. All participants will be invited to join the 
discussions. 
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