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Summary
This report summarizes the main results of the 14th Meeting of the Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS), held from 11-13 February 2009 in line with PP-06 Resolutions 102 and 140 and 2008 Council Resolution Mod. 1282. 
Action required
Council invited the WG-WSIS to facilitate membership input and guidance on the ITU implementation of relevant WSIS outcomes, and to elaborate proposals to the Council that may be necessary for adapting ITU to its role in building the information society. In line with PP-06 Resolution 102, proposals concerning ITU's role in international public policy matters pertaining to the Internet are forwarded to Council via WG-WSIS. It was also asked to create a Dedicated Group on international Internet-related public policy issues, open only to all Member States, in accordance with Resolution 75 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) (Johannesburg, 2008).
References
Resolution 140 (Antalya 2006), Resolution 102 (Antalya, 2006), 2008 Council Resolution Mod. 1282, WTSA Resolution 75 (Johannesburg, 2008).








1.	Introduction
1.1	ITU Council Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS) held its 14th meeting from 11-13 February 2009 in Geneva, starting at 09.30 on the first day. The work of the WG-WSIS is conducted in line with Resolution 140 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006), which calls upon the Working Group:
to facilitate membership input and guidance on the ITU implementation of relevant WSIS outcomes and;
to elaborate proposals to the Council that may be necessary for adapting ITU to its role in building the information society. (Res. 140).
1.2	The Group was also invited to consider and discuss the different activities of the ITU Secretary-General and Bureaux in relation to the implementation of Resolution 102 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006).
1.3	Furthermore, ITU Council 2008 (Mod. Resolution 1282) resolved that the Council Working  Group on WSIS, open to all Member States and Sector Members, should: 
continue its work with the revised terms of reference as shown in the Annex;
to establish as an integral part of WG-WSIS a Dedicated Group on international Internet-related public policy issues, open only to all Member States, in accordance with Resolution 75 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) (Johannesburg, 2008).
Around 60 delegates, representing ITU Member States and Sector Members, participated in the meeting, which was chaired by Prof. Dr. Vladimir Minkin, (Russian Federation). 
Adoption of the agenda
The agenda (WG-WSIS-14/2) was adopted as drafted with an explanation regarding item 7c “Report of Dedicated Group on international Internet-related public policy issues (Res.75 (WTSA, 2008))”. The Chairman of the Dedicated Group on international Internet-related public policy issues was asked to prepare a report to be discussed within the WG-WSIS. 
3.	Welcoming Remarks
Mr. Zhao, Deputy Secretary-General and Chairman of ITU WSIS Task Force, welcomed the participants and reported on some of the activities carried out within the WSIS Task Force, which has the role of formulating strategies and coordinating ITU’s policies and activities in relation to WSIS. In particular, he reported on the progress made regarding the “Open Consultation Meeting on the cluster of WSIS related events 2009” which was held on 15 September 2008 and informed the participants that another consultation meeting will take place shortly. He also provided some background information on the WSIS cluster of events. He invited the membership to make contributions in order to make the cluster of WSIS events more effective and more attractive to the WSIS stakeholder community. He informed the participants that the 2009 WSIS cluster of events will take place from 18 to 22 May 2009. This time the cluster of events will start with an opening plenary and will end with a closing plenary, and will include parallel events that will take place throughout the week.   
	Mr. Al-Basheer, BDT Director welcomed the participants and made some introductory remarks on the role played by ITU-D in the implementation of WSIS Outcomes. He outlined the importance of WSIS Action Line C2 in the work of ITU-D. He also informed the participants that ITU-D will continue to work on WSIS Action Line C6 in its role as Facilitator as requested by UNDP and endorsed by ITU Council 08. He also stressed the fact that ITU is the only intergovernmental organization that is fulfilling its agenda towards WSIS goals. 
	Mr. Minkin (Russian Federation) welcomed the participants and opened the meeting. He outlined the importance of the work of this group for WSIS implementation and informed the group that Council 08 revised Res. 1282 as well as its terms of reference. He also pointed out that Res. 75 of WTSA 2008 gives this group some terms of reference with regards to the creation of a Dedicated Group of the WG-WSIS on the International Internet-related Public Policy issues and reported to the participants that the previous report of this Group was endorsed by Council 08.
4.	Appointment of WG-WSIS Vice-Chairmanship
The Chairman of WG-WSIS welcomed Mr. Rielh (Switzerland), Vice-Chairman of WG-WSIS. The Chairman invited Tunisia to propose a replacement for Mr. Guellouz (Tunisia), who resigned last year due to other commitments in his Administration. As a result of a lack of reply from Tunisia during the last two meetings, the Chairman consulted with the representatives from the Arab States on this issue. The representatives from the Arab States proposed Mr. Majed Al Mazyed (Saudi Arabia), as Vice-Chairman of WG-WSIS. 
	The Group approved the appointment of Mr. Majed Al Mazyed (Saudi Arabia), as Vice-Chairman of WG-WSIS. 
5.	Council Resolution 1282 (Mod.2008)
5.1	Council 2008 endorsed the request of WTSA-08 to establish, as an integral part of WG-WSIS,  a Dedicated Group on International Internet-related Public Policy issues, open only to all Member States, and it was requested to appoint a Chairperson of Dedicated Group on international Internet-related public policy issues. 
5.2	Mr. Al Mazyed, Vice-Chairman of WG-WSIS, was appointed to serve as Chairman of this Dedicated Group. 
6.	Adoption of the time management plan

The time management plan was adopted as presented by the Chairman. It was decided that the Dedicated Group would hold its meeting on 12 February 2009 starting at 9.00 hours and its report will be discussed in the WG-WSIS meeting to be held on 13 February 2009. 
7.	Information Reports
7.1	The following information reports were presented:
	Document (WG-WSIS-14/5) was presented by the General Secretariat. It provides an overview of activities undertaken in 2008 by ITU in the context of WSIS implementation.  The second part highlights innovative initiatives as well as planned future activities to ensure the full implementation of the WSIS outcomes. At the operational level, ITU has been carrying out the tasks assigned by the WSIS Outcomes Documents in particular, in its capacity as: 
	Lead facilitator (along with UNESCO and UNDP) in organizing the multi-stakeholder implementation of the Geneva Plan of Action.
	Facilitator of Action Lines C2 (Information and communication infrastructure) and C5 (Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs).  
	Co-facilitator or partner of Action Lines C1, C3, C4, C7, C8 and C11. 
	Upon the UNDP’s request the ITU accepted to play the role of the Facilitator of Action Line C6 (Enabling Environment) on a temporary basis.
	Document (WG-WSIS-14/9) was presented by BDT. This document is the response to the request of the Chairmen of the WG-WSIS, expressed during 14th Meeting of TDAG. The ITU-D prepared an exhaustive report on its activities carried out in 2008 in the context of facilitation or direct implementation of the WSIS outcomes. The report reflects the ITU-D role as a facilitator of the WSIS Action Line C2: ICT Infrastructure, and WSIS Action Line C6: Enabling Environment, as well as co-facilitator or partner for other WSIS Action Lines C1, C3, C4, C7, C8, C11. In addition it provides information on the activities which have been carried out in the context of the WSIS Action Line C5, for which the General Secretariat plays the role of facilitator. It also addresses numerous actions related to WSIS Plan of Action, such as the Connect the World initiative, Emergency Telecom Services and Telecoms for Disaster Relief, Measurement of the Information Society, and the WSIS Stocktaking and ICT Success Stories initiatives. 
	Moreover, the representatives of the BR and TSB provided additional information on the activities carried out to advance the WSIS outcomes.
		Update on Stocktaking was presented by BDT. ITU continues to maintain the WSIS Stocktaking database as an effective tool for the exchange of information on the projects in relation to the implementation of the 11 Action Lines. As of today there are more than 3800 projects registered and the number of entries continues to grow. In the context of the forthcoming WSIS Cluster of Meetings in May 2009, ITU is scheduled to launch an official request to all WSIS Stakeholders to submit new descriptions or update the existing descriptions of the projects relevant to the WSIS outcomes.
	The Group appreciated the information reports presented by ITU and made some comments:
	Comments mainly referred to section 65 of Document WG-WSIS-14/5, concerning ITU WSIS-related events and initiatives planned for 2009. It was suggested to reword this section outlining the difference between normal ITU activities and activities devoted to WSIS implementation and follow-up. 
	The Group recommended that, in planning future events, a close coordination and cooperation between the several parties involved be made, in order to avoid any overlap.  
	The Secretariat was asked to provide additional information on future planned events and to provide a written contribution on WSIS Stocktaking for the next meeting of WG-WSIS.   

8.	ITU’s activities in WSIS implementation and follow-up 
	Document WG-WSIS-14/3: Draft Roadmap for ITU’s activities in the implementation of WSIS up to 2015 was presented by the General Secretariat. This is the third draft of the Roadmap for ITU’s activities in the implementation of WSIS up to 2015. It was jointly prepared by the General Secretariat and the three Bureaux (BR, TSB and BDT) and takes into account discussions held during the 12th meeting of the WG-WSIS in January 2008 and the 13th meeting held in September 2008. It takes into account input by Council 2008.
	The Group thanked the Secretariat for preparation of the Draft Roadmap and made several comments:
	After discussion, it was proposed to revise the framework of the Roadmap, which was agreed by the Group as follows:


Name of the Action Line Name of WSIS Action Line will be listed in accordance with the Annex of the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society.  

WSIS Outcomes WSIS Outcomes for each Action Line will be listed in accordance with the Geneva Plan of Action and Tunis Agenda for the Information Society. These outcomes could be further sub-divided if justified and in accordance with ITU’s mandate. 

Proposed A proposed timing will be shown for each outcome, if possible and feasible, including intermediate stages, if justified.  Timing


ITU Strategic Goals and Relevant Resolutions Relevant ITU Strategic Goals and Resolutions should be linked with each outcome.  

Expected Results of ITU Activities In this column should be listed the results that are expected to be implemented by ITU as the sole Facilitator, co-Facilitator or Partner.   


Impact on ITU’s Human and Financial Resources It is intended that this column serve to provide a general indication of planned ITU expenditures for WSIS implementation, which could be of assistance in the formulation of the draft Financial Plan to be approved by PP-10. This could also assist in determining the estimated financial resources required for the next plenipotentiary period to be expended from the regular budget. Variances in estimated amounts would then need to be provided through extra-budgetary sources, such as voluntary contributions.   

Other Partners Interested partners should be listed with reference to each outcome.  
Action Line C5
“Building confidence and security in the ICTs”
A: Promote cooperation among the governments at the United Nations and with all stakeholders at other appropriate fora to enhance user confidence, build trust, and protect both data and network integrity; consider existing and potential threats to ICTs; and address other information security and network security issues.
A1
A2
A3





	Reference to ITU Child Online Protection Initiative should be made, as part of ITU activities related to Action Line C5 “Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs”.  
	The Russian Federation presented document WG-WSIS-14/7. 

8.4.1	After the discussion, the Working Group agreed to invite the Council to consider the following proposals:  
	to prepare the Report “WSIS+05: Intermediate evaluation of WSIS outcomes implementation” with further consideration at the PP-10.

to invite the Secretary General in his capacity as Co-Chairman of UNGIS to propose to the other co-facilitators to consider 2010 as the year of WSIS+05 and provide the evaluation of relevant WSIS Action Lines and other outcomes implementations to report to UNGA.
to start an evaluation of the necessary preparatory activities for preparation of the overall review of the implementation of WSIS outcomes in 2015 together with interested UN agencies (UNESCO and etc.) for consideration at PP-10.
	the necessity for Secretariat to consult with other UN agencies as whether there is an intention to hold a WSIS+10 Summit in 2015 and to report the findings to the next meeting of WG-WSIS.
	The Group also agreed that:

	to invite Member States and Sector Members, while preparing for  WTDC-10 and PP-10 to consider the  review of progress in the implementation of  WSIS outcomes .

to use regional preparatory meetings and Summits under the initiative “Connect the World” for preparation of regional initiatives and mobilization of human, financial and technical resources for the implementation of WSIS outcomes.
8.4.3	The Group also considered the proposal of the Russian Federation “to consider would the ITU to be an initiator for providing the WSIS+10 Summit in 2015 and continue to play the leading managerial role in the executive secretariat of the Summit and its preparatory process if UNGA supports the WSIS 2015” and agreed to decide to postpone the discussion regarding this proposal to the next meeting of WG-WSIS. 
8.5 	The United States of America stated “The Secretary-General, prior to initiating any activity regarding WSIS implementation, taking into account CS 68 and 75, shall consult with Council and seek its approval for such activities.”
8.6 	Syria stated that the Secretary-General activities are covered by the operational rolling plan agreed by the Council. 
9.	Necessity for Adapting ITU to its role in building the information society (Res. 140)

	The Chairman drew the attention of the Group to the lack of written contributions. For this reason, Membership was strongly encouraged to send in their contributions to strategy@itu.int" strategy@itu.int.


	In accordance with item f) of WG-WSIS terms of reference “to develop proposals for Council’s consideration, in liaison with other Council Working Groups that may be necessary for adapting ITU to its role in building the information society, with the assistance of the WSIS Task Force whereby these proposals may include changes in the Constitution and Convention of the Union” the Secretariat was asked to transmit this request to the other Council Working Groups.  


10.	ITU’s role with regard to International Public Policy issues pertaining to the Internet and the management of Internet resources (Res.102)

The second day was dedicated to discussions of the Dedicated Group of the WG-WSIS on the 
International Internet-related Public Policy issues. 

	The results of the discussions of the Dedicated Group of the WG-WSIS on the International 

Internet-related Public Policy issues are contained in Annex 1. 
Dates of next meeting
The next meeting is scheduled to take place on 22-24 June 2009. 
12.	Other Business
12.1	During the discussion regarding the dates of the next meeting of the WG-WSIS, it was suggested that it would be useful to arrange the dates of the next meeting, in order to facilitate the participation of as many internet policy experts as possible, who are involved in other meetings taking place at the same time. 
12. 2	In this regard, several delegations expressed deep regret that they would not be able to participate in the next meeting if it is held on 22-24 June 2009, because of the commitments as national representatives on the Governmental Advisory Committee of ICANN which meets in Sydney on 21-26 June 2009.  
13.	Summary of the 14th Meeting
13.1	A "Summary of the 14th Meeting of the WG-WSIS" was approved by the Group and was posted on the WG-WSIS website (www.itu.int/wg-wsis).
13.2	In closing the meeting, the Chairman gave his thanks to the Vice-Chairmen, in particular to Mr. Al Mazyed (Saudi Arabia), Chairman of the Dedicated Group of the WG-WSIS on the International Internet-related Public Policy issues. The Chairman extended his personal thanks to all the ITU Member States and Sector Members who made contributions and participated in the work of the WG-WSIS, to the elected officials and to the General Secretariat for the efficient assistance provided during meetings.


Prof. Vladimir Minkin (Russian Federation)
Chairman, WG-WSIS








 Annex 1 

Report of the 
Dedicated Group on Internet-Related Public Policy Issues to the
Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society

Geneva, 13 February 2009

Introduction

1.1	Establishment of the Dedicated Group

	The Dedicated Group on Internet-Related Public Policy Issues was established as an integral part of the Council Working Group on the World Summit on the Information Society (WG-WSIS) as a result of Resolution 75 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, Johannesburg, October 2008 (WTSA-08). The Council responded positively to the resolution and adopted the necessary amendments to its Resolution 1282 expanding the mandate of WG-WSIS to create such a Group. 

	Function of the Dedicated Group


	The Group as stated on Res. 75 is open only to Member States and it has been tasked to:
 
	identify, study, and develop matters related to international Internet-related public policy issues;

disseminate its outputs through ITU’s membership; and
	contribute to the related work of WG-WSIS within the mandate of ITU pursuant to the relevant resolutions of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006) and Council Resolution 1282.

Summary of Contributions to the Meeting on 12 Feb 2009

	Syria


During the two phases of WSIS, the Arab States were of the opinion that enhanced cooperation regarding international Internet-related public policy issues which were reflected in Resolutions 69 and 75 is a priority. On several occasions they voiced concerns about issues such as:

	The basic infrastructure of the Internet

Transparency and equity in management of scarce Internet resources;
Bridging the digital divide;
Access to the Internet;
Multilingualism;
Internet security; and
Fairness of prices to achieve affordability for all users.

Proposing to initiate discussions on ways and means for ITU to become involved in the Internet-related public policy issues (as primarily concerned and the leader organization for these issues).

The Dedicated Group should prepare a draft resolution reflecting those ways and means to be presented to the Council Working Group for its discussion and consideration and ultimate decision to propose that as an output from the Working Group to Council-09.

	Saudi Arabia


Most public policy issues identified in the WGIG Report are reflected in the Tunis Agenda. The issues identified in Tunis Agenda and the WGIG Report include, inter alia:
	multilingualization of the Internet;
	reducing international Internet costs;
	coordination and management of critical Internet resources;

the security, safety, continuity, sustainability, and robustness of the Internet;
prosecution of cybercrime;
	dealing effectively with spam;
	issues pertaining to the use and misuse of the Internet; 
	Internet naming and addressing, including administration of the root zone files and root server system of the domain name system (DNS) and allocation of generic top-level domain names (gTLDs); 
	availability, affordability, reliability, and quality of service, especially in the developing world;
contributing to capacity building for Internet governance in developing countries;
	developmental aspects of the Internet; 
respect for privacy and the protection of personal information and data;
	protecting children and young people from abuse and exploitation.

Saudi Arabia proposed to adopt among others the above international Internet-related public policy issues as identified on the WSIS outcome to be the initial working list of issues for the Dedicated Group.


3.   Discussions:

	The meeting discussed both proposals which were supported by some administrations. While some considered the issues of multilingualism and the security of the Internet to be particularly important, others suggested additional public policy issues such as access to the Internet open for all citizens without any conditions, Internet access for schools, universities and rural communities, best practices and information exchanges, IPv6 and to study the question of address space allocation in the ITU. Others indicated that maybe other issues could be added by other administrations who are not present in this meeting. 


	Some administrations support the removal of points 3 and 8 from the list of Internet-related public policy issues shown in the Saudi contribution pursuant to paragraph 69 Tunis Agenda and Resolution 102. However, other administrations objected to that taking into consideration WSIS outcome, relevant PP-06 and WTSA 08.


	Some administrations proposed prioritizing the list shown in the Saudi contribution with possible amalgamation with the Syrian proposal in order to eliminate duplication. While some raised their concerns about the difficulty of prioritizing such a list since some international Internet-related public policy issues that are very important for some administrations might not be important for others. 


	It was discussed that there are numbers of activities being dealt by different sectors of the ITU and other organizations. It was therefore proposed that the ITU secretariat is requested to develop a background report including an inventory list of all those activities and this would be disseminated to the Members States for information before the next meeting. 


	Some administrations requested that there is a need to identify those Internet-related public policy issues that fall within the mandate of the ITU. However, other administrations stated that all these issues are referenced in relevant resolutions of the PP 06 such as Res. 101, 102, 130, 133 and 140.

       
	Some administrations during the meeting stated that the information Doc. 6 on the Internet Governance was not reflecting certain actions carried out by the Government Advisory Committee (GAC), and requested modification of the Internet Governance Document for further consideration. Further to the offer made by the representative of Latvia, it was pointed out that it would be useful to invite the Latvian administration to kindly submit a contribution related to the activities of the GAC with respect to Internet-related public policy issues and possibly the chairman of the GAC may attend the next meeting of the Dedicated Group as part of the Latvian administration. Some other administrations stated the importance of collecting information in regards to the Internet-related public policy issues in general, however did not support the idea of inviting anyone to the next meeting other than governments representatives, and it would be satisfied to ask the GAC to provide a contribution to the Dedicated Group in regards to the role of the GAC in the Internet-related public policy issues for information.


	The Dedicated Group appreciated the remarks of the Deputy Secretary-General, who emphasized the importance of continuing efforts to enhance collaboration and cooperation between and among organizations and entities involved in Internet matters.


	Number of administrations requested that documents must be submitted to the Dedicated Group and published at lease 24 hours before the meeting.


	Some administrations recalled the importance of the development of the telecommunication infrastructure, especially the deployment of broadband Internet and recalled that the ITU has among others a core competence in this item.


	One member state suggested that in the interest of simplicity and also to reflect the various Internet-related public policy issues into a proper perspective and increase focus in dealing with them, the Internet-related public policy issues related to the Internet be categorized into the following groups:


	Infrastructural : Issues relating to infrastructural aspects and the management of critical Internet resources, such as administration of the domain name system and IP address, administration of the root servers system, technical standards, peering and interconnection, telecommunications infrastructure of including innovative and converged technologies, as well as multilingualization.

Use of the Internet: Issues relating to the use of Internet, including spam, network security, and cyber crimes.
	Development: Issues relating to the developmental aspects of the Internet governance such as capacity building and bridging the digital divide.

4. Conclusion 

4.1 The Internet-related public policy issues mentioned above were considered for the initial work of the Dedicated Group. In the next meeting of the Dedicated Group it is expected to finalize a list of the Internet-related public policy issues taking into account the resolutions of PP06, WTSA 08 and contributions from the administrations. 

4.2 The ITU General Secretariat, TSB and BDT were requested to submit relevant documents not later than 15th of May 2009 reporting on their activities related to the above mentioned Internet-related public policy issues including the relevant opinions adopted by the Fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum as well as any relevant update to doc. 6 and other relevant activities by concerned organizations.

4.3 Contributions to the Dedicated Group must be available on the Group website not later thank 24 hours prior to start of the meeting, except those documents which are requested by the Dedicated Group while the session. 

4.4 Administrations are invited to provide written contributions taking into account the limited time available before Council 09.



