
This year marks the tenth anniversary of Safer Internet Day (SID), a 

collaborative project organized by the INSAFE network in Europe, 

bringing together industry, NGOs, governments and educators to 

publicize the topic of online safety. The day is celebrated annually across 

Europe, Africa and, for the first time in 2013, the United States. This year, 

to mark SID and its theme of ‘Connect with Respect’, the FOSI Global 

Resource and Information Directory (GRID) will ‘Celebrate Digital Africa!’

GRID tracks and provides expert commentary on online safety 

developments across the globe as a single, up-to-date reference point. 

To coincide with SID 2013, for the first time all 55 countries that make up 

this exciting continent are tracked in GRID, comprising research, 

education initiatives, legislation and active organizations around the 

topics of online safety and ICTs. Much of this content has never been 

seen before in English.

To mark this achievement, and in collaboration with SID partners, GRID 

will provide two new resources. Firstly, a compilation of outstanding 

facts, figures and initiatives from the region presented in the infographic 

on page 2. Secondly, over the next month GRID will run a series of guest 

blogs from key experts and influencers on the ground in Africa, exploring 

the opportunities and challenges of ICT and Internet access against 

Africa’s unique socio-economic and cultural background.

A New Digital Frontier?

Research indicates that ICTs and digital connectivity are at the heart of 

an economic and social transition in Africa, linking citizens and 

communities across vast distances and driving economic development.1 

GRID bears witness to this, highlighting a host of cross-sector initiatives 
promoting the take up of ICTs in schools, workplaces and communities, 
some of which have safety messages embedded at an early stage.2

Internet access across the continent is rising, although as a proportion of 

the overall population it is still very low. Currently around 15.6% of 

Africa’s population use the Internet: only 7% of the world’s total Internet 

usage.3 Perhaps of greater significance is the growth of mobile phone 

access across the continent, which has been dramatic in recent years.4 

The growth in mobile connectivity opens a wealth of possibilities: in 

healthcare, commerce and agriculture, to name but a few.5, 6

In Kenya, 60% of the adult population use Mobile banking7 and M-Pesa 

alone has 15 million users.8 This technology is now being piloted in 

Europe: an example of innovation taking place in Africa and forming the 

blueprint for developed nations to follow. Another example of this new 

digital frontier, using innovation to overcome local challenges, is in 

Ethiopia, where the One Laptop Per Child organization are combining 

solar power and tablet technology to bring education to unschooled 

children.9

What is distinctive about this technological revolution in Africa is the 

multitude of ways in which people are connecting with each other and 

the Internet. Whereas connectivity in more developed countries is 

embedded, ‘always on’ and highly social, in Africa simply getting online 

can be challenging. Additionally, there is a growing desire for local 

language content to serve remote communities.10 Building on the theme 

of this year’s SID, ‘Connect with Respect’, we pay respect to the 

ingenuity, dedication and drive many Africans show to access 

knowledge and the innovative ways they find of doing so.

Through GRID you can find out more about these important 

developments by exploring the infographic, signing up to the blog and 

browsing the African edition country profiles for a wealth of online safety 

information.

Sources:
1 http://www.oecd.org/site/africapartnershipforum/meetingdocuments/40314752.pdf (last accessed January 22, 2013)
2 http://www.eafricacommission.org/projects/127/nepad-e-schools-initiative (last accessed January 21, 2013)
3 http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2012/oct/30/africa-technology-broadband-statistics (last accessed January 22, 2013)
4 http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/publications/idi/material/2012/MIS2012_without_Annex_4.pdf (last accessed January 22, 2013)
5 http://www.gsma.com/publicpolicy/public-policy-resources/mobile-observatory-series (last accessed January 21, 2013)
6 http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/oct/30/africa-apps-software-digital-enterprise?intcmp=239 (last accessed January 24, 2013)
7 http://www.researchictafrica.net/docs/RIA%202011%20ICT%20survey.pdf (last accessed January 24, 2013)
8 http://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/programmes/mobile-money-for-the-unbanked/mmu-examples/m-pesa (last accessed January 24, 2013)
9 http://www.fosigrid.org/international-organizations/one-laptop-per-child (last accessed January 29, 2013)
10 http://www.mckinsey.com/global_locations/africa/south_africa/en/rise_of_the_african_consumer (last accessed  January 23, 2013) 
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GRID Highlights

The following are examples of some outstanding online safety and 

ICT initiatives and projects taking place throughout Africa, tracked 

in GRID, encouraging safe and responsible Internet usage 

amongst African citizens.

NEPAD e-Africa Commission: e-Schools Initiative
http://www.eafricacommission.org/projects/127/nepad-e-schools-initiative

France Telecom - Orange ACE Submarine cable
http://www.orange.com/en/press/press-releases/press-releases-2012/France
-Telecom-Orange-announces-the-launch-of-service-for-the-ACE-submarine-
cable-in-the-first-13-countries

Map Kibera
http://www.fosigrid.org/quarterly-review/2011-entries/the-map-kibera-project-
how-online-activity-can-provide-real-world-safety

Microsoft Internet Safety, Security and Privacy Initiative (MISSPIN)
http://www.pinigeria.org/projects/misspin

Child Internet Safety and Security Awareness Program, Microsoft 
East Africa and The Cradle (Children’s Foundation)
http://www.voanews.com/content/coalition-in-kenya-working-to-protect-childr
en-from-internet-abuse-86165917/113379.html

South Africa

15th 
largest telecoms market in the World (2012)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZcHwQ6tL2k

50.5m / 59.4m
people          mobile phones
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2012/o
ct/30/africa-technology-broadband-statistics

8.5m
Internet users (2012)
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm

Kenya

12m 
Internet users (2012)
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm

42m / 28m
people    mobile phones
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2012/
oct/30/africa-technology-broadband-statistics

60%
of the population using Mobile Money
http://www.researchictafrica.net/docs/RIA
%202011%20ICT%20survey.pdf

Nigeria

48.3m 
Internet users (2012)
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm

170m / 101.2m
people        mobile phones
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2012/
oct/30/africa-technology-broadband-statistics

Egypt

29.8m 
Internet users (2012)
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm

78.3m / 71.4m
people          mobile phones
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2012/
oct/30/africa-technology-broadband-statistics

Sub-Saharan Africa

50%
mobile Internet penetration
http://www.gsma.com/publicpolicy/wp-content/
uploads/2013/01/gsma_ssamo_full_web_11_12-1.
pdf

57.9%
of Nigeria’s web traffic is via mobile 
compared to 10% world average
http://www.gsma.com/publicpolicy/wp-content/
uploads/2013/01/gsma_ssamo_full_web_11_12-1.
pdf

50
Mobile Money initiatives existed in 2011. 
Sub-Saharan Africa is now the world leader
http://www.gsma.com/publicpolicy/wp-content/uplo
ads/2012/03/SSA_FullReport_v6.1_clean.pdf

Africa

7%
of the world’s total Internet users, or

15.6%
of the total population
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm

41%
mobile broadband growth per year
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/publications/idi/index.html

15.6m
Facebook users
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm

700m
SIM cards in Africa
http://www.gsma.com/publicpolicy/wp-content/upload
s/2012/04/africamobileobservatory2011-1.pdf

1bn
Population

of Africa

167,335,676
users online
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