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Protecting Children in Cyberspace 
  

  For a trustworthy Internetu  

“With special focus on the Arab Region” 

 

The Internet for children and adults alike offers remarkable benefits; 
it’s a wonderful tool for education and a hugely important 
communications medium. Many families and teachers want to take 
advantage of it.  

Children's access to the internet has grown rapidly, they now use the 
internet to help with homework (in good ways and bad), to play games 
with people in other countries, to instant message their friends, use 
chat rooms and a whole host of other activities. 

Every year children are starting to use the Internet and computers at 
a younger age, and every year statistics show that Internet-related 
crimes against children are on the rise. 

Protecting children in cyberspace is becoming a common 
responsibility for all. 

In order to promote online security awareness and protect children in 
cyberspace, with special focus on the Arab Region (the use of internet 
and social networks in the Arab countries has grown rapidly over the 
last few years), AICTO is seeking to be an active participant in the ITU 
WG on “Child Online Protection” initiative to find the ways to tackle 
cyber security issues and to give visions for a “Trustworthy Internet” 
on many levels: legally, technically and organizationally.  
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The Arab Information & Communication Technologies 
Organization (AICTO), is an Arab governmental, technical 
organization working under the aegis of the League of Arab 
States. 

 AICTO scope of activities:  

§ The Arab Strategy for ICTs :  “Building the Information Society 
up to 2012” 
 

I.v. ACTION LINE 4 : Building Confidence and Raising Security 
in the Use of ICT 

Outline for implementation 

§ Contribute to the safeguarding and management of digital 
publication rights on the Internet and the drafting of binding 
policies to combat infringement of intellectual property 
rights. 

§ Establish cooperation at the international level to combat 
cybercrime and the misuse of ICT. 

§ Draft and implement legislation on privacy and data 
protection for the benefic of Arab citizens 

§ Protect data and networks to guarantee user privacy 

§ Pass laws and legislation incriminating hacking of networks 
 

§ The WSIS recommendations (Geneva 2003 – Tunis 2005) 
§ The Arab Economic, Social and Development Summit, (Kuwait 

19th - 20th 2009) 

 

“Cyber security” is considered as one of the major topics that 
AICTO is working on, and, a Working Group dedicated to        
“E-certification and cyber security” has been launched.       

 

Amongst its achievements : 

§ Technical study on “Struggling against the illegal use of 
Internet”.  February 2010  
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World Telecommunication and Information Society 
Day - 2009 

The 2009 theme for the World Telecommunication and Information 
Society Day (WTISD) has addressed the issue of Protecting Children in 
Cyber Space.  

 

 

 

On this occasion, AICTO organized an 
International Conference under the 

theme "Protecting children in 
cyberspace", in partnership with 
ITU, the Ministry of Communication 
Technologies and the Ministry of Women 
Affairs, Family, Children and the Elderly – 

Tunisia. 

 

We can say that it was a successful event - children and young 
people were involved : they attended the conference and they 
participated to workshops organized as parallel events. 
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AICTO’s commitments  
AICTO is committed to :  
 

§ Invite the different actors (Public and Private sectors) to promote 
and raise parents awareness on the issues related to protecting 
children in cyberspace 
 

§ Participate in the development of the academic education 
programs to cover various issues of cyber security for all 
educational levels and improvement of the capacities/skills of 
trainers and teachers 

 
§ Invite the civil society to play an effective role in the awareness of 

parents and children 
 

§ Organize training courses on the best practices for a safer internet 
for children and provide mechanisms of coordination and 
cooperation on the Arab level 

 
§ Establish an "AMAN" (security)  program for the protection of 

children in cyberspace inspired from the Egyptian experience 
 

§ Develop a portal/website to share experiences, success stories, 
guidelines for children’s internet use, form all over the World  

 
§ Organize an annual conference on “Protecting children in 

cyberspace” on the occasion of the celebration of the  
International Children’s Day (November 20 of each year) 

Upcoming conference on : “Protection  of children in 
cyberspace”, will be held in Egypt in November 2011, in 

cooperation with the Egyptian Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology.  


