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Contribution on behalf of the Slovak Republic
The fast development of modern technologies and accessibility of increasing amount of information bring many advantages but on flip side they may also represent certain threats. Over the past years, there has been a growing government emphasis on the importance of the notion of collaboration with service users, citizens, NGOs and private sector for addressing new challenges and implementing mechanisms of child online protection. 
The Slovak Republic welcomes and supports ITU´s Global Cybersecurity Agenda and wishes to contribute to ITU Child Online Protection (COP) Initiative.
The aim of this contribution is to present recently adopted government document on media education “Conceptual Framework of the Media Education in the Slovak Republic in the Context of Lifelong Learning” and to share experience of the outcomes of the successful project “Zodpovedne.sk” (“Responsibly.sk”) co-financed by the EU Safer Internet Plus Programme.
Conceptual Framework of Media Education in the Slovak Republic in the Context of Lifelong Learning 
The Conceptual Framework of Media Education in the Context of Lifelong Learning is based on the Policy Statement of the Government of the Slovak Republic and documents of the European Union, Council of Europe and UNESCO. The conceptual framework analyses the current situation in the media education in the Slovak Republic and in the world, sets objectives and strategies for creating effective system of the media education. The conceptual framework was prepared by the Working Group of representatives of the Ministry of Culture of the SR, the Ministry of Education of the SR, the State Pedagogic Institute, media regulation bodies, secondary schools and universities, churches, NGOs and independent experts.
The main aims are to increase the level of media literacy in the Slovak Republic, to teach all the categories of public how to orient themselves in the huge amount of information, how to adopt responsible approach to use the new communication technologies and to protect children and young people from an illegal and harmful content. The Slovak Republic ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and committed itself “to ensure that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of national and international sources, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or her social, spiritual and moral well-being and physical and mental health” (Article 17, UNCRC). 
Children and youth are one of the most attractive and numerous target groups for the media industry and at the same time they are also the most vulnerable group. For many children and young people, modern media and especially Internet are more than just a means of learning about the world. They are their “virtual reality”. Media and communication tools are the important instruments of socialization, source of information, knowledge, entertainment, games and experience. Young people are much more eager than adults to handle new technologies and are more at ease with them, whilst their discerning capacities and their ability to make value-based judgements are not yet well developed. The present situation shows that there is an urgent need not only to develop media education with more decisive and radical educational measures promoting active, critical and discerning use of the media. It is also vital to ensure that the communication technologies are used by children and youth without any negative impact on their physical, mental and spiritual development.
Project “Zodpovedne.sk”



The purpose of the project “Zodpovedne.sk” (“Responsibly.sk”) is to raise awareness of safer and more responsible way of use of the Internet and new online technologies among the wide public, especially children and youth. The first phase of the project was implemented from August 2007 till April 2009 and its second phase was launched in May 2009 and will end in December 2010. 
The main objectives of the project are:

· raising awareness of safer use of the Internet, mobile phones and new technologies;
· crime prevention;

· European networking and active cooperation with other national centres;
· to establish and run national Safer Internet Awareness Centre in Slovakia “Zodpovedne.sk”; 
· to establish and run helpline “Pomoc.sk” (“Help.sk”) in order to offer advice to general public how to stay safe online;
· to establish and run hotline “Stopline.sk” in order to manage reports on illegal and harmful content and conduct.

The project consortium consists of civic association eSlovensko, the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic, the Slovak Committee for UNICEF. Among the partners there are T Mobile and the Slovak top level domain registry SK-NIC.

The project aims to show the variety of threats like e. g. paedophilia, pornography, addictions, bullying, discrimination, violation, meeting with strangers, personal data and internet frauds that young people may encounter online and deals with different means of threats e.g. SPAM, viruses, online shopping, chat, advertising, games, download, HOAX.
The Slovak Safer Internet Awareness Centre

eSlovensko is a non-governmental organization that operates the Slovak Awareness Centre under EU Safer Internet Programme. Its goal is to raise awareness of safer use of new online technologies among wide public and especially children and young people. The Slovak Awareness Centre initiates various activities and social events and produces promotional materials which serve as a source of knowledge and guidance in the field of safer use of new online technologies.

In order to fulfil its commitments, the Slovak Awareness Centre set not only children and youth as target groups but also parents and teachers. Each group needs to be addressed in a different way therefore the centre has developed several tools to reach the specific goals. The centre trains IT experts from municipalities and policemen to deliver trainings to teachers and organizes trainings for parents. In cooperation with the Slovak Research Institute of Child Psychology, the Slovak Awareness Centre carried out a research that examined vulnerability of children in respect to modern technologies. The centre elaborated paper “Prevention – Protect Your Children in Cyberspace” which serves teachers, parents, policemen as a guide for identifying harmful behaviour of children. Additionally, the centre prepared a Glossary of Internet Terms for adults to become familiar with Internet jargon.
The Slovak Awareness Centre uses a platform of summer computer camps to present the project “Zodpovedne.sk” in the form of workshops and discussions with the children. The centre prepared short prevention texts which were printed in workbooks and textbooks of the students at elementary schools and a series of posters, information sheets and quizzes which have been distributed in schools and can be found on project website. Teenagers were targeted via TV show “Cookies.sk”, the accompanying competition and also several TV spots. Younger children are targeted via educative animated stories “Ovce.sk” (“Sheeps.sk”). The Slovak Awareness Centre initiates and coordinates all activities associated with the celebration of Safer Internet Day and actively participates in the event “Police Day” organized by the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic in order to promote the project “Zodpovedne.sk”. In autumn 2009 the centre prepared a big campaign called “Ovce.sk” (“Sheeps.sk”) that addressed topics like racial hatred, grooming, paedophilia and providing data in the Internet and their misuse. 

National Free Helpline “Pomoc.sk”



From February 2008 eSlovensko co-operates helpline at www.pomoc.sk  (“www.help.sk”) with the Slovak Committee for UNICEF that provides consultation about responsible and safe use of Internet, mobile communication and modern technologies. The consultations are provided via three channels: nonstop free telephone line 116 111, on line helpline with live chat daily at www.pomoc.sk 4.00 p.m. – 10.00 p.m. and e-mail advice at potrebujem@pomoc.sk (ineed@help.sk). 
National Hotline “Stopline.sk”



In February 2010 eSlovensko launched a National Hotline for Reporting Illegal Content and Conduct Online at www.stopline.sk where children and other people can raise concerns about illegal and harmful content, harmful conduct and distressing experiences related to their use of online technologies. T Mobile as one of the biggest mobile internet providers is a private sector partner in the project “Stopline.sk”. 
