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1. Introduction

Mauritius wishes to send a contribution to the first meeting of ITU Council Working Group on Child Online Protection which will be held in Geneva, Switzerland on 17-18 March 2010. As part of the efforts undertaken at national level on fighting cyber-threats, Mauritius supports international cooperation on cybersecurity and welcomes the ITU’s Global Cybersecurity Agenda, and within its umbrella the Child Online Protection Initiative (COP).

Mauritius wishes to share with the ITU Members, ongoing activities on child online safety, in order to contribute to the global effort and help ITU to assist Member States to protect children online.

1. Elaboration of Child Safety Online Action Plan

The issue of safety of children online was identified as one of the areas of focus in the National Information Security Strategy (NISS). The NISS recommended the setting up of a Child Safety Online Committee with the prime objective of developing an Action Plan for protecting children on the Internet. A Child Safety Online Committee was set up in 2008, under the National Computer Board, to  look into the development of the Child Safety Online Action Plan. The Child Safety Online Committee was a multistakeholder group comprising members from public and private sectors, law enforcement bodies, academia and civil society. The Child Safety Online Action Plan was endorsed by the Government  in January 2009 and is currently being implemented. A Child Safety Online Implementation Committee chaired by the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology is monitoring the implementation of the projects under the Child Safety Online Action Plan.

The Child Safety Online Action Plan recommended a multi-pronged approach for Mauritius, with policy measures aimed at:-

1. Creating awareness for parents and children on the issues that children can face online;
1. Development and adoption of codes of practice for Internet Service Providers;
1. Adoption of safety measures for Cybercafes, schools and operators of public Internet access points to protect minors when accessing the Internet;
1. Strengthening the legal framework;
1. Ratifying the UN Optional Protocol on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography which came into force on 18th January 2002 urges States to implement measures in order to guarantee the protection of the child from the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
1. Enhancement of the current reporting mechanisms and the creation of a cyber patrol unit to strengthen the Police.

A copy of the Child Safety Online Action Plan can be downloaded from the following link http://www.ncb.mu/sid/.

1. Status of Implementation of Child Safety Online Action Plan

Some of the measures that have already been implemented from the recommendations of the Child Safety Online Action Plan are:-

a) Mauritius has been organising events on the occasion of Safer Internet Day in 2009 and 2010 to sensitise teachers, parents and children on best practices to adopt when using the Internet. Some 3,000 students in secondary schools were sensitised in 2009. In addition, Internet safety awareness sessions for general public are conducted in two IT Coaches  on this occasion and Internet safety brochures are also handed out to the participants.

b) Two video clips on the Dangers of Internet for Children and Social Networking targeting parents have been produced and were broadcasted on national television on the occasion of Safer Internet Day in 2009 and 2010 respectively.

c) The  Government, through the National Computer Board, has launched a Child Safety Online website which contains information and tips for parents and children on Internet safety on the occasion of Safer Internet Day 2010. The link to the website is http://www.ncb.mu/sid/.

d) After consultation with and inputs from stakeholders concerned during World Information Society Day 2009, the Ministry of Information and Communications Technology has prepared the draft Child Safety Online Bill which will strengthen our legal framework with regards to protecting children on the Internet. The draft Bill includes provisions for offences such as possession, distribution, making available and downloading of child pornography materials and child grooming, requiring operators of online services to seek consent of parents before collecting  personal data about children and strengthen mechanisms to report child abuse cases to the authorities concerned by extending the obligation to include certain professionals such doctors, teachers, IT professionals and photo developers as well as certain institutions like Banks and Internet Service Providers.  

e) The Ministry of Education, Culture and Human Resources has implemented IT security policies and filtering tools to govern the safe use of Internet by children in secondary schools as well as a code of conduct for Internet access in secondary schools.
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