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Social networks have risen over the last few years as an important tool for youth communication and interaction among themselves, as well as a platform to share user created content, such as video clips, pictures, etc.

Some of these social networking applications introduce in their membership terms and conditions a paragraph stating that any user uploaded content will be further owned by the social network so it can remain cached in their servers indefinitely. Furthermore, user information can be shared with other entities for marketing or advertisement purposes.

We would like to propose that the ITU WG on Child On-line Protection work with other initiatives to encourage social networking applications providers to self regulate in terms of ownership of user created content, as well as on publishing their terms and conditions in simple text than can be understood by youngsters using these applications.

In addition, ITU COP should follow up and publish which social networks providers have adopted corrective actions regarding ownership of user created content, such as allowing the deletion of user content.

Over the last years, other sectors in the industry have adopted self regulation in order to accommodate public interest, as in the case of the food industry putting clearly marked labels of content on canned food, as well as the tobacco industry putting warning sings and text on cigarette packages.
