
 

 
 

CONTRIBUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Introduction 
 

Resolution 142 (Antalya, 2006) called for the study and review of terminology used in 
the ITU Constitution and Convention.  The first meeting of the group took place on 23-24 
January 2008 in Geneva.  At that first meeting, the Chair requested that Member States submit 
proposals and contributions to the Group.  Complying with the request made at that meeting, the 
United States submits this contribution to the Group.   
 
Proposals  
 
1. At the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference, in Addendum 2 to Document 16(Rev.1)-E, the 
United States proposed no change to Article 1 of the Constitution of the International 
Telecommunication Union.   
 
2. The United States continues to support no change to Article 1.  The purposes of the 
Union and associated definitions, including the definition of telecommunications (CS 1012), are 
sufficiently broad to meet the needs of the Membership and a changing telecommunications 
environment.   
 
3. The U.S. acknowledges that the changing telecommunications environment sometimes 
employs working definitions of terms not included in the ITU Constitution and Convention.   We 
understand these working definitions are used only in particular contexts.  The U.S. does not 
propose to preclude the inclusion of these working definitions in ITU technical work and ITU 
decisional elements, such as Recommendations and Resolutions; however, the U.S. does not 
support including these working definitions in the Constitution and Convention. 
 
4. Further to paragraph three, the technical work undertaken by the Union is not isolated, 
and must be seen within the backdrop of other standards development organizations.  The U.S. 
considers that the work of these organizations (including their working definitions) may be taken 
into account, as appropriate, within the technical work of the ITU.   
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	The United States does not support a change to Article 1, a change to the current definition of telecommunications or a change in the Union's name

