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Summary 
At PP-06, a number of Member States introduced proposed changes to the 
CS/CV which did not achieve consensus. Resolution 142 (Antalya, 2006) 
required that Council establish a Working Group open to all Member States, to 
review terminology used in the Constitution and Convention and to prepare a 
final report, at the latest by the 2009 session of the Council, for transmission to 
the 2010 plenipotentiary conference. 

Action required 
Resolution 142 (Antalya, 2006) required that Council establish a Working Group 
open to all Member States, to review terminology used in the Constitution and 
Convention and to prepare a final report, at the latest by the 2009 session of the 
Council, for transmission to the 2010 plenipotentiary conference. 

Council is requested to consider the report, including the recommendation in 
section 3, to make any comments it considers appropriate, and to transmit both 
the final report and the comments to the Member States and to the next 
plenipotentiary conference. 

 
____________ 

References 
PP-06 Resolution 142 (Antalya, 2006). 

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 By Resolution 142 (Antalya, 2006) (attached), Council was instructed to establish a 
working group, open to all Member States, to review terminology used in the Constitution and 
Convention, with the following terms of reference:  
1) to review the results of the work carried out in preparation for and at this conference, 

including the proposals to the conference; 
2) to study the use of the term “telecommunication(s)” in the Constitution and Convention; 
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3) to consider what terms should be used in the Constitution and Convention in order to 
adequately reflect the impact of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and 
ICT applications in ITU activities; 

4) to identify options for integrating any new terminology in the Constitution and Convention, 
where appropriate; 

5) to report to the Council annually on its progress with respect to the issues referred to 
above; 

6) to prepare a final report, at the latest by the 2009 session of the Council, for transmission 
to the 2010 plenipotentiary conference; 

7) to liaise with relevant Council working group(s) dealing with terminology, 

The Group was to report annually and to prepare a final report to the 2009 Session of the Council. 

1.2        At its 2007 Session, Council established the working group and appointed Mr Tariq 
Abdulkarim Al-Awadhi (United Arab Emirates) as chairman. In addition Council provided 
guidance about the appropriate liaison between this Group and other relevant Groups working on 
terminology, including that created by Resolution 149 (Antalya, 2006) to study definitions and 
terminology relating to building confidence and security in the use of information and 
commununication technologies (ICTs). 

1.3 The working group held three meetings: 23-24 January 2008, 23-24 September 2008 and 
18-19 June 2009. The documents and reports from these meetings, including summary records, are 
available on the WG-Terminology website at: http://www.itu.int/council/groups/terminology-
cscv/index.html 

The working group reported on its activity to Council 2008 in Doc C08/57. Council noted this 
report (see Doc C08/102). 

 

2. Outcomes of the meetings 
 2.1 At its first meeting (23-24 January 2008), the working group reviewed the terminology 
used in the ITU Constitution and Convention, in particular No. 1005 of the Constitution, and was 
presented a contribution from the Syrian Arab Republic as well as a Liaison Statement from the 
Council Working Group on the study of the definitions and terminology relating to building 
confidence and security in the use of information and communication technologies (Resolution 149, 
Antalya 2006).  
 
A discussion on the terms “telecommunication(s)” and “ICT” was held, during which various 
positions from some Member States were expressed as follows: 
 
• Some Member States were not in favour of a revision of the current definition of the term 

“telecommunication(s)” as contained in the Constitution, due to the fact that the current 
definition is sufficiently broad to cover adequately the impact of information and 
communication technologies (ICTs) and its applications;. 

• Some Member States did not want to modify the current definition of the term 
“telecommunication(s)” as contained in the Constitution, however they would like the impact of 
information and communication technologies (ICTs) and their applications, adequately reflected 
in the current definitions contained in CS/CV; 

• Some Member States would like to modify the current definition of the term 
“telecommunication(s)” as contained in the Constitution, to adequately reflect the impact of 
information and communication technologies (ICTs) and its applications; 

http://www.itu.int/council/groups/terminology-cscv/index.html
http://www.itu.int/council/groups/terminology-cscv/index.html
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• Some Member States asked that definitions of telecommunication clarify what is included and 
what is excluded from the definition of telecommunication(s); 

• Some Member States informed the group that the European Union is using the term “electronic 
communications” in lieu of the word “telecommunication (s)”; 

• Some Member States emphasized the connection between the word “telecommunication (s)” 
and ICT. In this regard, it was suggested discussing further how best to relate those two terms in 
the possible ongoing revision. 

• Some Member States were of the opinion if the revision of the term telecommunication would 
affect the current understanding relating to the name of the ITU, this subject would be dealt with. 

All Members States were encouraged to send contributions to progress the work. The working 
group decided also to post on the WG-Terminology website the relevant proposals submitted to PP-
06 including:  

• Arab States Proposal (Doc 14 corr1) 

• Russian Federation Proposal (Doc 18 Add 3 and 4) 

• Syrian Arab Republic Proposal (Doc  43 Add 1) 

• RCC Proposal (Doc 29, proposal 6) 

• USA Proposal (Doc 16 rev1 Add 2) 

• European Common Proposal (Doc 12 rev3 Add 1 and Add 2) 

• Asia-Pacific Proposal (Doc 36/part 3 and Doc 36 Add 1/part 21). 

 
2.2  At its second meeting (23-24 September 2008), the working group was presented a 
contribution from the Chairman (WG-Terminology 2/2) with a list of queries on the need to delete, 
add or modify certain terms which are either already listed in the Annexes of the Constitution and 
the Convention  or which are only mentioned in the Resolutions, associated to the Constitution and 
Convention, and are not defined in the Annexes, or which are mentioned in the Constitution and defined 
in the Radio Regulations,  however are not defined in the Constitution and Convention.  
 
Two contributions from United States of America (USA) and from the Syrian Arab Republic were 
discussed. In their contribution (WG-Terminology 2/3), the USA proposed other solutions for 
adding terminology other than the addition of new terminology to the Constitution and Convention, 
e.g. ITU Recommendations and Resolutions.  

In his contribution (WG-Terminology 2/4), the representative from the Syrian Arab Republic 
stressed the reasons for the Syrian proposal to the first meeting based on the adoption by working 
group of the Council on Resolution 149 of a text for the definition of cyber security. In a second 
contribution (WG-Terminology 2/5), Syria proposed to modify Resolution 67 (Kyoto, 1994).  

 
A discussion on the terms “telecommunication(s)” and “ICT” was held, during which the same 
positions than the ones already expressed at the first meeting were restated (see 2.1 above).  
 
Regarding the possible modifications to Resolution 67 (Kyoto, 1997), some Member States 
indicated that the Council Working Group on Resolution 142 (Antalya, 2006) needed to address the 
content of Resolution 67 in order to propose a revised version, augmenting the objectives of 
Resolution 67 and integrating in this proposed  revised version the objectives of Resolution 142.  It 
was agreed that further study on this issue was required.  
 

http://www.itu.int/council/groups/terminology-cscv/pd/september-2008/Chairman_Contribution_Council_WG_Terminology_2nd.pdf
http://www.itu.int/council/groups/terminology-cscv/pd/september-2008/United_States_Contribution_Council_WG_Terminology_2nd.pdf
http://www.itu.int/council/groups/terminology-cscv/pd/september-2008/Cont_Syria_18-09-08-No1012.pdf
http://www.itu.int/council/groups/terminology-cscv/pd/september-2008/Cont_Syria_Mod-to-Res 67_Kyoto-1994.pdf
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2.3  At its third meeting (17-18 June 2009), the working group was presented a draft final report 
to be sent to Council. It … (TO BE COMPLETED UPON THE RESULTS OF THE MEETING). 
 
3.  Recommendation  
 
Taking into consideration, the proposals to the last PP-06 and those received by the Council 
Working Group on the Terminology, the following is recommended: 
 

• In response to the Terms of Reference No.3 and 4 as per Resolution 142, for adequately 
reflecting the impact of ICT and ICT applications in the ITU, it is recommended to 
build up a Resolution to be adopted by PP reflecting the impact of ICT and proposing a 
definition of this term. 

• Resolution 67 (Kyoto, 1994) needs to be revised in order to facilitate all issues to be 
defined as part of the basic instruments of the Union or added as a Resolution. 

4.  Conclusion 

In accordance with further instructs the Council of Resolution 142, the working group invites 
Council to consider its report, make any comments it considers appropriate, and to transmit both the 
final report and the comments to the Member States and to the next plenipotentiary conference, 
including recommendations, if any, on appropriate changes and to submit its recommendations to 
the next Plenipotentiary Conference.  
 
 
 

Annexes: Resolution 142 (Antalya, 2006), list of documents 
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ANNEX 1 

 
RESOLUTION  142  (Antalya, 2006) 

Review of terminology used in the  
ITU Constitution and Convention 

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Antalya, 2006), 

considering 
a) that the ITU Constitution and Convention contain various language and terms describing 
telecommunications, and other related concepts; 

b) that, as a result of technical progress and the development of operating methods, it is 
appropriate to study the possible need for and desirability of modifying and/or adding to some of 
the terminology used in the Constitution and Convention, 

taking into account 

a) the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society; 

b) the results of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Doha, 2006); 

c) No. 1005 of the Constitution, 

resolves to instruct the Council 

to establish a working group, open to all Member States, with the following terms of reference: 
1) to review the results of the work carried out in preparation for and at this conference, 

including the proposals to the conference; 
2) to study the use of the term “telecommunication(s)” in the Constitution and Convention; 
3) to consider what terms should be used in the Constitution and Convention in order to 

adequately reflect the impact of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and 
ICT applications in ITU activities; 

4) to identify options for integrating any new terminology in the Constitution and Convention, 
where appropriate; 

5) to report to the Council annually on its progress with respect to the issues referred to above; 
6) to prepare a final report, at the latest by the 2009 session of the Council, for transmission to 

the 2010 plenipotentiary conference; 
7) to liaise with relevant Council working group(s) dealing with terminology, 

further instructs the Council 

to consider the final report prepared by the Council working group and make any comments it 
considers appropriate, and to transmit both the final report and the comments to the Member States 
and to the next plenipotentiary conference, including recommendations, if any, on appropriate 
changes, 

instructs the Secretary-General 

1 to make available the reports of the Council working group to the Member States and the 
Sector Members, by posting them on the website established for the terminology review activities; 

2 to make available to the working group the means necessary to implement the provisions of 
this resolution, within the available financial resources of the Union. 
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ANNEX 2 
 

LIST OF RELEVANT DOCUMENTS FOR FURTHER STUDY 
 

 

1- PP-06 Proposals  

• Arab States Proposal (Doc 14 corr1) 

• Russian Federation Proposal (Doc 18 Add 3 and 4) 

• Syrian Arab Republic Proposal (Doc  43 Add 1) 

• RCC Proposal (Doc 29, proposal 6) 

• USA Proposal (Doc 16 rev1 Add 2) 

• European Common Proposal (Doc 12 rev3 Add 1 and Add 2) 

• Asia-Pacific Proposal (Doc 36/part 3 and Doc 36 Add 1/part 21). 

 

 

2- Contributions introduced at the Working Group 

• WG Terminology 2/2 Contribution from the Chairman 

• WG Terminology 2/3 Contribution from the United States 

• WG Terminology 2/4 Contribution from Syria 

• WG Terminology 2/5 Contribution from Syria 

 

 

 

________________ 
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