
INTERNATIONAL  TELECOMMUNICATION  UNION  

Document: WG-Terminology-1/4 
Date: 24 January 2008 

 

COUNCIL WORKING GROUP ON 
TERMINOLOGY: USE IN THE 
CONSTITUTION AND CONVENTION  

English only 

1st Meeting, Geneva    —    23-24 January 2008 
 

Working Group on Terminology: Use in the Constitution and Convention 

OUTCOME OF THE 1ST MEETING 

 

1. Introduction 
1.1   At the request of the ITU Council 2007, the ITU Working Group on Terminology: Use in 
the Constitution and Convention (WG-Terminology) held its 1st meeting from 23-24 January 
2008 in Geneva, starting at 09.00 on the first day. The work of the WG-Terminology is 
conducted in line with Resolution 142 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006). By 
Resolution 142 (Antalya, 2006), Council was instructed to establish a working group, open to all 
Member States, with the following terms of reference: 

1) to review the results of the work carried out in preparation for and at this conference, 
including the proposals to the conference; 

2) to study the use of the term “telecommunication(s)” in the Constitution and Convention; 

3) to consider what terms should be used in the Constitution and Convention, in order to 
adequately reflect the impact of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and 
ICT applications in ITU activities; 

4) to identify options for integrating any new terminology in the Constitution and Convention, 
where appropriate; 

Summary 
This report summarizes the main results of the 1st Meeting of the Working Group on 
Terminology: Use in the Constitution and Convention, held from 23-24 January 2008, in 
line with PP-06 Resolution 142. 

Action required 
Council invited the Working Group on Terminology: Use in the Constitution and 
Convention to review terminology used in the Constitution and Convention. The Group is to 
report annually and prepare a final report to the 2009 Session of the Council. 
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5) to report to the Council annually on its progress with respect to the issues referred to above; 

6) to prepare a final report, at the latest by the 2009 session of the Council, for transmission to 
the 2010 plenipotentiary conference; 

7) to liaise with relevant Council working group(s) dealing with terminology, 
 
1.2 The Group is to report annually and prepare a final report to the 2009 Session of the Council. 
 
1.3  Around 70 delegates, representing ITU Member States, participated in the meeting, which 
was chaired by Mr. Tariq Abdulkarim Al-Awadhi (United Arab Emirates). 
 

2.  Adoption of the agenda 
 
2. The agenda (WG -Terminology 1/2) was adopted as drafted, with the addition of 5.1 
Annex 4: Liaison Statement to Council Working Group on review of terminology used in the ITU 
Constitution and Convention of the Report of the second meeting of Working Group on Res. 149; 
and 5.2 Contribution from Syrian Arab Republic . 
 

3.     No. 1005 of the Constitution 

3.1       The Chairman recalled No. 1005 of the Constitution for information. 

3.2  It was also agreed to take into consideration No. 1005 of the Convention when revising 
the terminology based on the proposals submitted to PP-06.  

4.    Review of terminology used in the ITU Constitution and Convention (Res. 
142, Antalya 2006) 
 
4.  The Chairman provided some further explanation on resolves (1-7) of Res. 142, informing 
the group that to accomplish this task, it would be necessary to receive as many contributions as 
possible, especially those covering resolves (1-4).   

5. Contributions  
 
5.1 Annex 4: Liaison Statement to Council Working Group on the review of terminology 
used in the ITU Constitution and Convention of the Report of the second meeting of Working 
Group on Res. 149:   
Mr. Kisrawi, Chairman of WG on Res. 149, presented the Liaison to the group, and it was agreed 
that both WG-Terminology and WG-Def will share their respective outputs.  
 
5.2 Contribution from the Syrian Arab Republic: 
Mr. Kisrawi presented the contribution from the Syrian Arab Republic (WG-Terminlogy1/3).  
 



5.3  A discussion on the term “telecommunication(s)” was held, during which various 
positions from some Member States were expressed as follows: 
 

• Some Member States are not in favour of a revision of the current definition of the term 
“telecommunication(s)” as contained in the Constitution, due to the fact that the current 
definition is sufficiently broad to cover adequately the impact of information and 
communication technologies (ICTs) and its applications;. 

• Some Member States do not want to modify the current definition of the term 
“telecommunication(s)” as contained in the Constitution, however they would like to add 
new terms to adequately reflect the impact of information and communication 
technologies (ICTs) and its applications  

• Some Member States would like to modify the current definition of the term 
“telecommunication(s)” as contained in the Constitution, to adequately reflect the impact 
of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and its applications  

• Some Member States asked that definitions of telecommunication clarify what is included 
and what is excluded from the definition of telecommunication(s).  

• Some Member States informed the group that the European Union is using the term 
“electronic communications” in lieu of  the word “telecommunication (s)”  

• Some Member States emphasized the connection between the word “telecommunication 
(s)” and ICT. In this regard, it was suggested discussing further how best to relate those 
two terms in the possible ongoing revision 

• Some Member States are of the opinion, if the revision of the term telecommunication 
would affect the current understanding relating to the name of the ITU, this subject will 
be then dealt with.  

 
5.4  It was suggested taking the Syrian contribution as an input to the future work of this 
group. 
  

6.  Proposals to review terminology used in the Constitution and 
Convention  
 
6. The secretariat is requested to post on the WG-Terminology website the relevant  
proposals submitted to PP-06 including: 
 

• Arab States Proposal 
• Russian Federation Proposal 
• Syrian Arab Republic Proposal 
• RCC Proposal (document 29, proposal 6) 
• USA Proposal  
• European Common Proposal 
• Asia-pacific Proposal  

7. Preparation for the draft report to Council (Res. 142, Antalya 2006) 
 



7.1 It was agreed that the progress report to Council will be prepared by the second meeting 
of this group.  
 
7.2  In order to prepare the progress report to Council 2008, the secretariat, at the request of 
the Chairman, will send an invitation letter to all Member States encouraging them to send their 
contributions relating to the possible revision of definitions, which are available in both Annexes 
of ITU Constitution and Convention. 
 
7.3 Member States are encouraged to send their contributions by 1 September 2008, in order 
for the secretariat to be able to prepare a consolidated document of these proposals.  
 
7.4 It was proposed that contributions needs to provide a justification and relevance to the 
modification, deletion or inclusion of new terms used in the constitution and convention 
 
7.5 Member States were invited to send in their contributions to strategy@itu.int    
In this regard, a reflector was created and is available at: www.itu.int/wg-terminology for this 
purpose. 

 
8.  Dates of next meeting 
 
8. It was agreed to hold the second meeting of the WG-Terminology starting in the 
afternoon of 23-24 September 2008.  

9.  Outcome of the 1st Meeting  
 
9.1 A Draft outcome of the 1st Meeting of the WG-Terminology” was distributed and 
submitted for discussion. In the course of the debate, the final version of the outcome was agreed 
by all participants. The revised document is available on the web page 
http://www.itu.int/council/groups/terminology-cscv/index.html.   
 
9.2 In closing the meeting, the Chairman thanked the Members for their contributions to the 
meeting and the secretariat for the support provided 
 
 

Mr. Tariq Abdulkarim Al-Awadhi (United Arab Emirates) 
Chairman, WG-Terminology 

 
 


