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Feedback of Chinese Administration to Questionnaire on the 

Participation of Relevant Stakeholders in the ITU WSIS-Related Activities  

 

1. Relevant Background Information 

1.1 The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is an inter-governmental 

organization, as a UN specialized agency responsible for the international 

telecommunication matters in which Member States and Sector Members, having 

well-defined rights and obligations, cooperate for the fulfillment of the purposes of 

the Union. At present, ITU is composed of 191 Member States, 567 sector members 

and 146 associates. 

1.2 The inter-governmental nature of ITU determines that the Member States are the 

major players in the ITU.  

The sector member could participate in the activities of more than one sector. A 

sector member includes to the following entities and organizations:  

a) recognized operating agencies, scientific or industrial organizations and financial 

or development institutions which are approved by the Member State concerned; 

b) other entities dealing with telecommunication matters which are approved by the 

Member State concerned; 

c) regional and other international telecommunication, standardization, financial or 

development organizations. 

The Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998) introduced the concept of 

Associate in order to enable small entities or organizations to participate, at less 

expense, in the work of ITU of particular interest to their field of activity. 

1.3 The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) was the first global event that 

had the participation of relevant stakeholders such as governments, business 

entities, civil society and international organizations. The relevant stakeholders 

desire to be further involved in the WSIS-related activities of ITU, so as to promote 

and assist ITU to fulfill its missions as mandated by WSIS. 



 2

1.4 ITU has taken measures to respond to the demand of the relevant stakeholders on 

involvement in the relevant activities of ITU. Pursuant to No.241A of the Convention, 

the directors of the Bureaux may invite the representatives of organizations, who 

are not ITU members, to join the study of special issues under related study groups 

after necessary consultations with the chairperson of the study group. This 

provision is applicable to associates or those organizations with no recognized 

status within the Union, provided that their business activity is of interest to the 

study group concerned. In addition, experts and individuals (non-ITU members) 

could also be invited to participate in focus groups, workshops, seminars of ITU-T, 

study groups of ITU-D and seminars of ITU-R. The on-going activities i.e. Child 

Helpline, Connect the World, Partnering for Disaster Management through 

Emergency Telecommunications and Global Cybersecurity Agenda have also 

involved the cooperation between ITU and relevant stakeholders. 

1.5 The Constitution and Convention of ITU have clearly defined the rights and 

obligations of its membership as well as the approval procedure for each 

membership category.  Regarding application of sector membership, recognized 

operating agencies, scientific or industrial organizations, financial or development 

institutions and other entities dealing with telecommunication matters shall be 

approved by the Member State concerned; regional and other international 

telecommunication, standardization, financial or development organizations shall be 

approved by the ITU council. The approval procedure of sector members also 

applies to associates. The present membership approval procedure has ensured 

the effective participation of the stakeholders in the ITU activities and the operation 

efficiency of ITU. 

2. Possible effects of the stakeholders (non-ITU members) participation in the 
ITU WSIS-related activities 

The participation of relevant stakeholders(non-ITU members) in ITU activities could 

bring in new perspectives on one hand and yet potential problems in financial, 

administrative and political aspects on the other. 

The financial resources, which mainly come from the members’ contribution, is the 

fundamental  basis for ITU to fulfill its missions. The total income of ITU is on a 

level of CHF 322.2 million over the 2008-2009 budget period. Contributions from 

ITU members account for 78.7% (totally 336 7/16 contributory units), of which the 

contributions from the 191 Member States account for 66.4%, the contributions from 

sector members account for 11.4%, contributions from Associates account for 0.9%. 
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The PP-06, as well as the WSIS, took resolutions and decisions that have placed 

even greater emphasis on the mandate of the ITU. More than ever, the demand 

from the Membership is growing while the financial resources are in real terms 

declining. To cope with it, ITU has to cancel lots of planned activities owing to 

shortage of funds. If there is not an effective mechanism for the relevant 

stakeholders to participate in ITU activities in an orderly way, ITU will risk facing a 

series of problems, such as management overload, declining of working efficiency 

and over-stretching of facilities.  

3. Comments and Suggestions of Chinese Administration 

3.1 China welcomes and encourages the participation of the relevant stakeholders in 

the ITU WSIS-related activities. At the same time, in order to ensure the orderly and 

efficient operation of ITU activities, the stakeholders involved should be relevant to 

ICTs, especially to Action Line C2 (Information and Communication Infrastructure) 

and Action Line C5 (Building Confidence and Security in the Use of ICTs) in the 

Geneva Plan of Action. Hence, the scope of the ITU WSIS-related activities that 

could be open to the relevant stakeholders should be clearly defined in particular. 

3.2 China believes that the existing mechanism of ITU is sufficient to meet the 

requirements of relevant stakeholders in getting involved in the ITU WSIS-related 

activities. And the relevant stakeholders who are not ITU members can very well 

participate in ITU WSIS-related activities through existing approval procedures and 

mechanism of the Union. 

3.3 China suggests that ITU continue to promote the pubic awareness of ITU and its 

activities among relevant stakeholders.  


