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1. 
Introduction 
1.1 
Background
1.1.1 
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) initiated its mission of connecting the world in 1865, as the International Telegraph Union. At that time, it consisted of only 20 founding members. Since then, its membership has grown to include 191 Member States and 566 Sector Members. Today, given the well-acknowledged socio-economic importance of telecommunications, entities not previously involved in ITU (as either Member States or Sector Members) are showing interest in taking an active part in the work of the Union. In order to respond to this increased demand for participation, ITU has taken steps to enhance the role of relevant stakeholders, through, inter alia, membership categories such as Associates, or new rules for Observers. These mechanisms were welcomed on the grounds that they would enrich ITU activities and help achieve the ITU’s overall goal of connecting the world. 

1.1.2 
ITU played the leading role in the organization of the two phases of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) held in 2003 and 2005, and will continue working actively on the implementation of the outcomes of WSIS, notably as Action Line Facilitator for infrastructure (Action Line C2) and cybersecurity (Action Line C5). The WSIS recognized that all relevant stakeholders (and not only traditional ITU members) have an important role and responsibility in the development of the global information society.  There is a growing need for the ITU to promote and enhance further participation of relevant stakeholders in WSIS-related activities and to foster fruitful cooperation and partnership between its membership and relevant stakeholders.
1.2 
Resolution 141 
1.2.1
As a result of the developments described above, the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference, in Resolution 141, instructed the ITU Council to set up a Working Group to study this matter further. The mandate of the Working Group on the study of the participation of all relevant stakeholders in the activities of the Union related to the WSIS (WG-Study)  includes, inter alia: identification of criteria for the definition of relevant stakeholders, analysis of the definitions of Sector Member and Associate, review of existing mechanisms. Progress reports on the work of WG-Study would be reviewed by the Council at each annual session.

1.3 
Scope of this background paper 

1.3.1
As result of the first meeting of the Council Working Group on Resolution 141 held on 15 June 2007, Secretariat was asked to prepare a background paper on “existing practices within ITU on the participation of all relevant stakeholders in the activities of the Union related to the World Summit on the Information Society”. 

1.3.2 
The present paper will be made available for consideration at Council 2007.  It will be provided in English only, due to the limited time available between the first meeting of WG-Study and the 2007 session of Council. 
2.  
Overview of current membership structure 

2.1 
History and common goals  

2.1.1
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is proud of its historical role as a pioneer in the annals of international cooperation. The ITU's foundation in 1865 makes it the oldest of all intergovernmental organizations, pre-dating the creation of the United Nations by more than 80 years. Furthermore, from its earliest days, ITU has encouraged private sector membership ; a membership structure which was reinforced by the introduction, in 1994 (Resolution 14, (Kyoto, 1994) of the concept of "Sector Member", and subsequently clarified in 1998 when this concept was defined and included in the Constitution and Convention of the Union.
2.1.2
ITU further innovated in 1998, with the creation of the category of "Associate", which further reduced the financial and other barriers to participation. At the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference, rules on "observers" (see 4.14 below) were further clarified and codified by Resolution 145 (Antalya, 2006).
2.1.3
Nevertheless, when ITU was nominated by the UN General Assembly in December 2001 to play the leading managerial role in the organization of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), the ITU membership came into contact with a very different tradition of participation rights, which had developed in the United Nations system. In adopting its Rules of Procedure, WSIS chose a model that was more closely aligned with the UN model, especially with regard to the participation of "Representatives of non-governmental organizations, civil society and business sector entities" (see 3.4 below).

2.2 
Member States and Sector Members 

2.2.1
Although ITU's intergovernmental character is clearly established and reaffirmed in No. 20 of the Constitution, it should be emphasized that ITU is the only United Nations agency whose constituent instrument stipulates that it is composed not only of Member States but also of non-governmental entities, namely Sector Members.
2.2.2
Whereas, in respect of their participation in the work of the Union, Member States enjoy all the rights afforded by their status as full members of the organization, the rights of Sector Members are more limited (see Article 3 of the Constitution). Nevertheless, subject to the provisions in the Union's basic texts relating to participation in treaty-making conferences, Sector Members participate fully in the work of the Sector of which they are members. Moreover, they are entitled to assume chairmanship or vice-chairmanship responsibilities in Sector assemblies and meetings (including study groups) and in world telecommunication development conferences. Similarly, they may take part in the adoption of Questions and Recommendations and of decisions on working methods and procedures in the Sector of which they are members (see also Resolution 14 (Rev. Antalya, 2006)).

2.2.3
In addition, even though Sector Members do not have the right to vote, some may, under certain very specific circumstances, exercise such right to vote collectively on behalf of a Member State. This is the case when a Member State is not represented by an administration at a Radiocommunication Assembly (RA), a World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) or a World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC). Here, the representatives of the recognized operating agencies of the Member State concerned may, as a whole and regardless of their number, be entitled to a single vote. This facility is used extremely rarely, however. 
2.2.4
Finally, a Sector Member (of whatever category) may act on behalf of the Member State which has approved it (with the exception of exercising the right to vote), provided that the Member State informs the Director of the Bureau concerned that it is authorized to do so. 
2.2.5
The different categories of Sector Members are set out in Article 19 of the Convention. Two of the categories require that the participation of the Sector Member be approved by the Member State concerned (CV 229: recognized operating agencies, scientific or industrial organizations and financial or development institutions; and CV 230: other entities dealing with telecommunication matters, this latter category comprising, by definition, entities of extremely varied nature and legal status). However, a third category (CV 231: regional and other international telecommunication, standardization, financial or development organizations), on account of their not being "national" bodies, does not require Member State approval. Final admission of such organizations as Sector Members is nonetheless subject to approval by the Council.
2.2.6
It should be pointed out that, since 1998, membership applications for the entities referred to in Nos. 229 and 230 of the Convention may be submitted directly to the Secretary-General, without going through the Member State concerned, and even, in some cases, without being subject to the latter's approval, if the Member State has notified a blanket authorization in this regard (see Nos. 234A to C of the Convention). In such cases, it is up to the Secretary-General to ensure that the function and purposes of the candidate are in conformity with the purposes of the Union. It may be noted that, to date, only the Administration of Denmark has availed itself of this facility. Furthermore, pursuant to Resolution 99 (Rev. Antalya, 2006), Palestinian operating agencies, scientific or industrial organizations and financial and development institutions dealing with telecommunication matters may apply directly to the Secretary-General to participate in the activities of the Union as Sector Members or Associates.
2.2.7
A Sector Member shall contribute to defraying the expenses of the Sector concerned. The principle of free choice of class of contribution applies to Sector Members in the same way as to Member States. However, the amount of the Sector Member contributory unit is set at 1/5 of the Member State contributory unit. All Sector Members are required to pay the contribution, with the exception of those (only international organizations) which have been exempted by the Council on the basis of reciprocity (for more details, see Article 33 of the Convention and Council Resolution 925).

2.3 
A new category: Associates

2.3.1
The Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998) introduced the concept of Associate in order to enable small entities or organizations to participate, at lesser expense, in the work of ITU of particular interest to their field of activity. An Associate is thus permitted to participate in the work of only one single study group and subgroups thereof (by Sector), without taking part in any decision-making or liaison activity of that study group. On the other hand, an Associate may act as rapporteur within its selected study group.
2.3.2
Associates may come from any of the three categories referred to in 2.2.5 above. The admission procedures are, mutatis mutandis, the same as for Sector Members.
2.3.3
Pursuant to No. 483A of the Convention, Associates shall share in defraying the expenses of the Sector and the study group and subordinate groups in which they participate. Unlike for Sector Members, the principle of free choice of contributory unit does not apply to Associates. Associates pay a fixed annual fee set by the Council, as follows:

· ITU-R: 1/6 unit (1/3 of 1/2 unit)

· ITU-T: 1/6 unit (1/3 of 1/2 unit)

· ITU-D: 1/16 unit (1/2 of 1/8 unit) 
 and

· 1/32 unit (1/2 of 1/16 unit) only for Associates of developing countries identified on the UNDP list.

It is important to recall that the two basic principles that guided the Council in this regard were that the level of contribution:

-  should be low enough to attract entities which, for financial reasons, would not aspire to the status of Sector Member;

-  should not be too low so as not to run the risk of encouraging Sector Members to join as Associates.
2.3.4
Although the participation of Associates is formally restricted to a single study group, it should be pointed out that, pursuant to No. 248A of the Convention, the Director of a Bureau may, in consultation with the chairman of the study group concerned, invite an organization which does not participate in the Sector (i.e. which is not a Member State or a Sector Member) to send representatives to take part in the study of a specific matter in the study group concerned. Thus, this provision can be applied to Associates or indeed to entities and organizations with no recognized status within the Union, provided that their business activity is of interest to the study group concerned.

2.4
Current membership statistics
2.4.1
At the date of this document, ITU has 191 Member States and 566 different Sector Members (some entities or organizations may be members of more than one Sector).
2.4.2
The number of Sector members by Sector is as follows:

· ITU-R:
254 Sector members
· ITU-T:  284 Sector members
· ITU-D: 321 Sector members

2.4.3
Finally, there are 25 Associates in ITU-R, 102 in ITU-T and 5 in ITU-D, representing 124 different entities/organizations.

3.  
Participation in intersectoral activities 

3.1 
Plenipotentiary Conference (PP) and World Conferences on International Telecommunications (WCIT)

3.1.1
The 191 ITU Member States are admitted to the PP and to WCITs with full rights.

3.1.2
Palestine may participate in such conferences as observer with the additional rights set forth in Resolution 99 (Rev. Antalya, 2006).

3.1.3
The United Nations, the regional telecommunication organizations referred to in Article 43 of the Constitution, intergovernmental organizations operating satellite systems and the specialized agencies of the United Nations and IAEA may participate in such conferences as observers, in an advisory capacity, with the rights set out in Annex 2, Section I of Resolution 145 (Antalya, 2006).

3.1.4
Sector Members in the categories referred to in Nos. 229 and 231 of the Convention for PP and Nos. 229 to 231 for WCIT (see 2.2.5 above) may participate in such conferences as observers, but not in an advisory capacity, with the rights set forth in Annex 3, Section I of Resolution 145 (Antalya, 2006).

3.1.5
It should be noted that the aforementioned Sector Members are required to contribute to defraying the expenses of those Conferences (unless exempted therefrom by the Council on the basis of reciprocity) under the terms and conditions set forth in Article 7.5 of the Financial Regulations (see No. 476 of the Convention).

3.2
The Council

3.2.1
The 46 Member States elected by PP participate in Council sessions with full rights.

3.2.2
The United Nations and the specialized agencies may be represented at the Council as observers. They may take the floor but do not have the right to vote.

3.2.3
ITU Member States not elected to the Council may participate in the Council, without the right to vote, as observers. They may take the floor subject to compliance with the conditions laid down in article 7.3 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council. 
3.2.4
Sector Members may also attend Council sessions, committees and working groups, as observers, under the conditions laid down by the Council. They do not have the right to vote or to submit contributions, either written or oral (see No. 60B of the Convention and Article 7.3 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council). Furthermore, they shall be no more than nine in number (three per Sector). The three Sector Members are designated by the relevant Sector advisory group, and only one person per Sector Member is permitted to participate in the meetings.

3.2.5
The Council may, exceptionally hold sessions reserved exclusively for Member States of Council. ( see Articles 8, 11.1 and 12.7 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council)
3.3
World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF)
3.3.1
WTPF is open to ITU Member States and all Sector Members. Member States and Sector Members enjoy substantially the same rights in a WTPF (with the exception of the right to vote). Nevertheless, by decision of a majority of Member States a special session may be organized exclusively for Member States.

3.4
World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) 
3.4.1    As there are no general rules of procedure for UN Summits, WSIS had to establish its own rules of procedure. These rules allowed the representatives of non-governmental organizations, civil society and business sector entities to attend its public meetings and committees as “observers” (Rule 55). A wide variety of actors were thus able to participate in both phases of the WSIS.  
3.4.2    Prior to the Summit itself, Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) meetings established their own rules of procedure (Rules of Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of WSIS), which were substantially the same as those of the WSIS.  Furthermore, the actual practices adopted in PrepCom meetings went a long way beyond those provided for in the Rules. The three categories of observers (civil society, business entities and international organizations) were each allowed to make statements for up to 15 minutes (a total of 45 minutes) during each major session of the PrepCom (including sub-committees, when time allowed and when there were no objections from Member States).
3.4.3    The WSIS process acted as a catalyst for stimulating further discussion within ITU of participation of relevant stakeholders. In 2005, the WG-WSIS held a number of consultations that were open to civil society participation and on February 1 2006, an open meeting on ITU Reform was held.  All subsequent WSIS-related meetings organized or co-organized by ITU have been conducted according to WSIS rules of procedure. The WSIS Rules of Procedure was also applied to the entire May 17 cluster of WSIS-related meetings in 2007, including those hosted by ITU, and a common registration and badging system was set up jointly with the UN. On 18 May 2007, ITU and CONGO (the Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in consultative relationships with the United Nations) jointly organized an informal consultation on the participation of relevant stakeholders in ITU, with around 80 participants. In the Tunis Phase of the WSIS, ITU organized, or co-organized, several different WSIS Thematic meetings on issues that included internet governance, cybersecurity and multi-stakeholder partnerships for bridging the digital divide. WSIS rules for participation were also applied to these meetings. 

3.4.4   The ITU Plenipotentiary Conference recognized the need for enhanced participation in ITU WSIS-related activities, through Resolution 140 (Antalya, 2006), which resolved that “that ITU should carry out those activities that come within its mandate, and participate with other stakeholders, as appropriate, in the implementation of action lines C1, C3, C4, C6, C7, C11 and all other relevant action lines and other WSIS outcomes”.  It also instructed the Secretary-General to “to work collaboratively with other entities involved in WSIS implementation, and to promote a clear understanding of the roles of each, in order to avoid duplication of activities”. 

4. 
Participation in meetings and activities of the Sectors 

4.1
Participation in ITU-R 

4.1.1 
The Radiocommunication Sector carries out activities to maintain and extend international cooperation among all the Member States of the Union for the improvement and rational use of radiocommunications, specifically relating to usage of the radio frequency spectrum and the use of the geostationary satellite orbit for radiocommunication services. These activities are carried out through:

· World and Regional Radiocommunication Conferences (WRC and RRC)

· Radiocommunication Assemblies (RA)

· Radiocommunication Study Groups (ITU-R SG)

· Radio Regulations Board (RRB)

· Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG)

· Radiocommunication Bureau (BR), headed by the Director and

· Radiocommunication Seminars.

4.1.2
World and Regional Radiocommunication Conferences : WRCs (held normally every three to four years) have the task to review and revise the Radio Regulations (RR), which is the international treaty governing the use of the radio frequency spectrum and the geostationary satellite orbit. The WRCs also address any radiocommunication matter of worldwide character, instruct the RRB and the BR and review their activities. Participation in WRCs is allowed for Member States and  observers, as given in Article 24 of the Convention. 


RRCs are conferences of either an ITU Region or a group of countries with a mandate to develop an agreement concerning a particular radiocommunication service or frequency band(s). The ‘Final Acts” of an RRC are only binding on those countries that are party to the agreement. Article 24 of the Convention provides also for the participation in RRCs.

4.1.3
Radiocommunication Assemblies : RAs are responsible for the structure, programme and approval of radiocommunication studies and are usually associated in time and place with WRCs. They approve and issue ITU-R Recommendations and Questions developed by the ITU-R Study Groups (SG), set their programme, disband or establishITU-R SGs according to need. Participation in RAs is open to Member States, Sector Members and observers, as given in Article 25 of the Convention.

4.1.4
Radiocommunication Study Groups : The ITU-R SGs prepare the technical bases for WRCs and RRCs, develop ITU-R Recommendations covering all fields of radiocommunications and prepare Reports and handbooks designed to assist users in the implementation of radiocommunication equipment and systems. There are presently 7 ITU-R SGs. Member States, Sector Members, Associates and observers may participate in the work of ITU-R SGs.

4.1.5
Radio Regulations Board : The RRB has 12 elected members who perform their duties on a part-time basis, meeting up to 4 times a year in Geneva. Their duties (see Article 14 of the Constitution) include the approval of Rules of Procedure (RoP), address issues that cannot be resolved by the application of the RR and the RoP, consider reports of unresolved interference investigations carried out by the BR  and to provide advice to WRCs and RRCs. Their meetings are open only to the members of the RRB.

4.1.6
Radiocommunication Advisory Group : The RAG, which normally meets once a year, has as its responsibilities, to review the priorities and strategies adopted in the ITU-R Sector, monitor the progress of the work and provide guidance for the work of the ITU-R SGs and recommend measures to foster cooperation and coordination with other organizations and with the other ITU Sectors. Member States, Sector Members, Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the ITU-R SGs may participate in the meetings of the RAG.

4.1.7
Radiocommunication Seminars : The BR organizes world seminars on spectrum management in Geneva every two years, as well as regional seminars during the intervening period, aimed particularly at the needs of developing countries. These seminars provide assistance to Member States in spectrum management activities and in coordinating and registering frequency assignments and in applying the Radio Regulations. They are open to all members of the ITU-R Sector (see 4.2.8) and non-members may participate on the payment of an established fee. 

4.1.8 
Members of the Radiocommunication Sector are the administrations of all Member States and any entity or organization which becomes a Sector Member (defined in No 1001B of the Constitution), whose rights and obligations are laid out, in particular, in Article 3 of the Constitution. As mentioned above, another form of participation is available as Associate, for entities or organizations to participate in the work of a given study group or subgroup thereof (refer No 241A to 241E of the Convention). Details on the participation of observers  in ITU-R conferences, assemblies  and meetings are given in Resolution 145 (PP‑06).
4.2
Participation in ITU-T

4.2.1.
The Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, in close collaboration with Member States, Sector Members, Associates, and other Partners aims at achieving its objectives carrying out numerous activities through: 
· World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA)

· Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG)

· Study Group and their relevant groups

· Focus Groups

· Regional Tariff Groups

· Workshops and Seminars 

· Collaboration with other Standard Development Organizations

· Information dissemination

· and other practices to engage relevant stakeholders in ITU-T activities

4.2.2 
The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA): The WTSA is authorized to adopt the working methods and procedures for the management of the Sector's activities in accordance with No. 145A of the Constitution. Member States, ITU-T Sector Members (Nos. 110 to 112 of the Constitution) and any other organization referred in Article 25 of the Convention can send a delegation, representatives or observers to WTSA.
4.2.3
The Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG): The TSAG is open to representatives of administrations of Member States and representatives of ITU T Sector Members and to chairmen of the study groups and other groups. Its principal duties are to review priorities, programmes, operations, financial matters and strategies for the ITU T's activities, to review progress in the implementation of its work programme, to provide guidelines for the work of the study groups and to recommend measures, inter alia, to foster cooperation and coordination with other relevant bodies, within ITU T and with the Radiocommunication and Development Sectors and the General Secretariat, and with other standardization organizations, forums and consortia outside ITU.

4.2.4
Study Groups:  WTSA establishes Study Groups (SG) in order for each of them:

a)
to pursue the goals laid down in a set of Questions related to a particular area of study in a task-oriented fashion;

b)
to review and, as necessary, to recommend amendment or deletion of existing Recommendations and definitions within its general area of responsibility (as defined by WTSA), in collaboration with their relevant groups as appropriate. 
To facilitate their work, study groups may set up working parties, joint working parties and rapporteur groups to deal with some of the tasks assigned to them (see ITU T Recommendation A.1, clause 2). 

Member States, ITU-T Sector Member and Associates (duly authorized to participate in a given Study Group) can participate  in ITU-T study groups and their relevant groups, such as working parties and rapporteur groups, in whose work they wish to take part, by participants registered by name and chosen by them as qualified to investigate technically and operationally satisfactory solutions to the Questions under study. Chairmen of meetings may also invite individual experts as appropriate.
4.2.5
Focus Groups: 
In order to help advance the work of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) study groups and to encourage the participation of members of other standards organizations, including experts and individuals who may not be members of ITU, ITU-T has setup Focus Groups to which participation is open to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations. (See ITU-T Recommendation A.7 Focus groups: Working methods and procedures).
4.2.6
Workshops and Seminars: ITU-T organizes workshop and seminar events which are open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.  They are also free of charge. 
4.2.7
Regional Tariff Groups: Regional groups are established to deal with Questions and studies of particular interest to a group of Member States and Sector Members in an ITU region (e.g. the TAF Group). According to WTSA 2004 Resolution 1, the meetings of regional tariff groups shall, in principle, be limited to delegates and representatives of Member States and recognized operating agencies (for the definition of these terms see the Annex to the Constitution) in the region. However, each regional tariff group may invite other participants to attend all or part of a meeting.

4.2.8
Collaboration with Standards Development Organizations (SDOs): To facilitate the communication process with forums / consortia as well as national and regional Standard Development Organizations, ITU-T has developed tools outlined in the three ITU-T Recommendations A.4 (“Communication process between ITU-T and Forums and Consortia”); A.5 (“Generic procedures for including references to documents of other organizations in ITU-T Recommendations”), and A.6 (“Cooperation and exchange of information between ITU-T and national and regional standards development organizations”).
ISO/IEC: 

ITU-T has long collaboration with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), as reflected in WTSA 2004 Resolution 7 (“Collaboration with ISO and IEC”) and ITU-T Recommendation A.23 (“Collaboration with ISO and IEC on information technology”). 
ETSI:  

The ITU and ETSI have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding ("MoU") concerning co-operation and the exchange of information in standards development. The ITU-T is responsible on behalf of the ITU, for implementation of this MoU which concerns only the standards development activities of the ITU-T.
Global Standards Collaboration (GSC):  

The Global Standards Collaboration (GSC) is a platform to exchange information between participating standards organizations to facilitate collaboration, and to support ITU as the preeminent global standardization body.  In addition to ITU, the current participating organizations are: Australian Communications Industry Forum (ACIF); Association of Radio Industries and Businesses of Japan (ARIB); Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS, USA); The China Communications Standards Association (CCSA, China); European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI); The Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA, USA); ICT Standards Advisory Council of Canada (ISACC); Telecommunication Technology Association (TTA, Korea); and Telecommunication Technology Committee (TTC, Japan).
4.2.9
Information dissemination: Information dissemination is key to promote ITU-T activities, to raise the Sector’s profile and to increase its visibility.
ITU-T Newslog and e-Flash: 
An active use of RSS feeds is made on the ITU-T website and new channels are constantly being created. ITU-T newslog pages consistently score the highest number of hits on the ITU-T website. Every year around 100 newslog stories to the ITU-T news channel in addition to channels relevant to their content.  ITU-T e-Flash is a regular update on some of the activities of the standardization sector of ITU. It contains a snapshot of the sector's activities and links to upcoming events and other useful information. It has around 3000 subscribers. 
Free online access for ITU-T Recommendations:
As decided by Council 2006, from the beginning of 2007, ITU-T Recommendations became available without charge for a trial period. This is seen as a way to increase the transparency of ITU-T work and encourage wider participation in ITU-T activities. It is also believed that this policy will help increase developing countries' awareness of pertinent issues and help to promote the participation of academia in ITU-T work. Council 2007 decided that ITU-T Recommendations would be made available online free of charge on a permanent basis.

4.2.10
Other practices to engage relevant stakeholders in ITU-T activities:
 
Child helpline:
Child Helpline International, which successfully introduced text on child helplines into the WSIS outcome documents (for instance, Tunis Agenda, para 92) is now working with ITU-T to make short, easy-to-remember telephone numbers available on a harmonized international basis.
 
Cooperation between ITU-T and universities:
ITU-T held a Consultation meeting on cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, Geneva, 18 and 19 January 2007, to explore ways to improve cooperation between the ITU standardization Sector and universities. There was also discussion on how ITU-T can become better known to students and how to make it easier for academia to participate directly in ITU-T work. Planning for an event “Innovations in NGN – Future Network and Services” (12-13 May 2008) is in full progress. It is the first in a series of peer-reviewed academic conferences that aims at increasing the dialogue between academia and experts working on the standardization of information and communications technologies.

Global Standards Symposium: 
A Global Standards Symposium will be held the day before WTSA-08 to which all stakeholders will be invited (regional bodies, government ministries, regulatory bodies, standards bodies, operators, manufacturers, vendor etc.) to consider means to bridge the standardization gap, and how to collaborate to achieve this objective.

4.3 
Participation in ITU-D

4.3.1
The Telecommunication Development Bureau, in close collaboration with Member States, Sector Members, Associates, and other Partners aims at achieving its objectives carrying out numerous activities through: 

· World Telecommunication Development Conferences (WTDC)

· Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

· Study Groups (SG1 and SG2)

· Workshops and Seminars 

· Strategic Partnerships
4.3.2
World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC): Participation in the World Telecommunication Development Conference is open to participants from ITU Member States, representatives of ITU-D Sector Members and Observers of the organizations, agencies and entities referred to in Resolution 99 (Rev Antalya, 2006) and Nos. 298A to 298E of the Convention of the International Telecommunication Union. There is no limitation on the number of delegates / representatives / observers attending the Conference and there is no registration fee for participation in the WTDC. 

4.3.3  
Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG): The Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) is an advisory group to the Director that meets once a year. It is open to representatives of Member States, Sector members and to chairmen and vice-chairmen of Study Groups. In addition, the Director may invite representatives of bilateral cooperation and development aid agencies, and multilateral development institutions to participate in the meetings. TDAG’s mandate is to give advice to the director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) on setting priorities, formulating strategies, and preparing and implementing the budget and the operational plan of the ITU Development Sector (ITU‑D). Contributions from ITU-D Sector Members on this most important matter are most welcome. 

4.3.4 
Study Groups: The ITU-D maintains two study groups, i.e. SG1: Telecommunication development strategies and policies and SG2: Development and management of telecommunication services and networks and ICT applications. Member States and Sector Members are duly authorized to participate in ITU-D activities. They shall be represented in the study groups and other groups in whose work they wish to take part by participants registered by name and chosen by them as representatives to make an effective contribution to the study of the Questions entrusted to those study groups. Chairmen of meetings may invite individual experts, as appropriate, to present their specific point of view, without taking part in the decision-making process. 
In addition, an Associate may be entitled to take part in the work of a selected single study group and its subordinate groups. Associates are limited to the study group roles described below and excluded from all others: a) Associates may take part in the process of preparing Recommendations within a single study group, including the roles of participating in meetings, submitting contributions and providing comments before the adoption of a Recommendation; b) Associates may have access to documentation required for their work; c) an Associate may serve as a vice-rapporteur, responsible for directing the studies for the relevant study Question within the selected study group, except for liaison activities, which are to be handled separately. The Director of BDT keeps up to date a list of the Member States, Sector Members, Associates and other entities participating in each study group.
4.3.5
Workshops and Seminars: Due to its ITU-D Operational Plan the ITU-D organizes numerous expert meetings, workshops and seminars that are opened to the Member States and Sector Members. The participation of the Associates depends on the subject. 
4.3.6 
Strategic Partnerships: As described above the ITU-D offers various possibilities to all stakeholders, including civil society organizations, to be involved in the Sector activities and meetings, while becoming the ITU-D Sector Member or Associate. Apart from this the ITU-D offers other forms of collaboration through strategic partnerships within the framework of different platforms, like for instance Connect the World, HR Development & Management or Partnering for Disaster Reduction. 
Connect the World:
Connect the World is an open, multi-stakeholder initiative involving active participation from government, the private sector, international organizations and civil society. To become a partner, organizations must have a commitment at the CEO/leader level to undertake one or more activities that contribute to achieving the goal of connecting the unconnected by 2015, within the framework of the Connect the World Building Blocks. Connect the World levers the strengths of its diverse membership by building a coalition that is greater than the sum of its parts. It does not duplicate existing connectivity efforts. Rather, it is a shared global platform for members to promote existing initiatives, broker new ones where more effort is needed, build partnerships, and share experience and best practice. Each Connect the World partner contributes according to their own circumstances and capacities. There is no cost to become a partner. As of 20 July 2007 there were 16 civil society organizations registered as the Connect the World partners, such as Aptivate, Association of Community Internet Centres, Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and Communication , Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Child Helpline International, Development Gateway Foundation, Fundacion Gabriel Vilaseca Soler, Gemin-i.org, Grameen Foundation, kiwanja.net, MS Swaminathan Foundation, One Laptop per Child, OneWorld International Foundation, Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development, Relief International - Schools Online, Bangladesh, Télécoms Sans Frontières.

Human Resources Development and Management Partnerships:
In order to build synergies and mobilize additional resources for capacity building initiatives, the HRD Unit develops strategic partnerships with private sector, regional and international agencies, governments, academia and training organizations. There are several opportunities for getting involved in telecommunications human resource development and management, and the present partnerships are tailor-made to the means and interests of each. Examples include: Providing subject-matter expertise (in new technologies, regulatory issues, telecom policies, etc.); Waiving training fees; Assisting in the development of training material and case studies; Providing expertise for distance learning, web-based curricula, e-learning courseware and tools, etc. 
Partnering for Disaster Management through Emergency Telecommunications:
The role of telecommunications in disaster management is critical in order to improve the timely flow of crucial information needed for appropriate assistance to be disseminated before, during and in the aftermath of disasters. For this reason, ITU continues to forge partnerships with development partners for co-financing activities. Recent partnerships include: the Australian government, Thuraya Satellite Company, ICO Global Communications,  Télécoms Sans Frontières, and  the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center. A number of multi-stakeholder events on emergency telecommunications were also recently held in: 

· Bandung, Indonesia on 28 March 2007

· Alexandria, Egypt from 14-17 April 2007

· Yaoundé, Cameroon from 30 May to 1 June 2007

A global event on the subject is planned in Geneva from 10-12 December 2007.
4.4 
Resolution 145 on Observers

4.4.1
In addition to the membership structure, ITU also has clear guidelines on the participation in its meetings of observers, which were recently adopted in Resolution 145 (Antalya, 2006). The concept of “observer” is quite broad and varies depending on the type of conference, assembly or other meeting concerned. It can cover, for instance, ITU Member States or Sector Members participating in meetings where there are limitations on their participation rights, Palestine (see 3.1.2 above) as well as liberation organizations recognized by the United Nations ( see Resolution 6 (Kyoto, 1994).  Resolution 145 differentiates between:

· Member States Observers participating in a non-voting capacity (Annex 1)

· Observers which participate in an advisory capacity (Annex 2)

· Observers which do not participate in an advisory capacity (Annex 3).
4.4.2 
The Rules of Procedure of Council were updated by Council-07 to reflect, inter alia, the decisions taken by PP-06 on observers (see Section 3.2 above).

5.
Summary and next steps 

5.1 The present paper, on existing practices within ITU for the participation of relevant stakeholders in the activities of the Union related to WSIS, is submitted for consideration to Council 2007, as an annex to the WG-Study Chairman’s Report to Council. 

5.2 The second WG-Study meeting will be held during the 2007 session of Council, between 4 and 14 September 2007, after the Council has had the opportunity to consider the chairman’s report of the WG-Study and has provided the necessary directives. This second meeting of WG-Study should study the present paper, with a view to develop a draft structure for the final WG-Study Report, to be submitted to Council in 2009. It is to be recalled that Resolution 141 calls upon the Council to prepare a final report to be presented to the 2010 Plenipotentiary Conference. 
5.3 By the end of 2007, a second paper on existing mechanisms within the United Nations, its specialized agencies and other intergovernmental organizations will be prepared by the ITU Secretariat. This paper will be examined at the third WG-Study meeting, to be held in February 2008 (date to be determined).
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