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RESOLUTION  171 (Guadalajara, 2010)
[bookmark: PartI]Preparations for the 2012 world conference on 
international telecommunications
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Guadalajara, 2010),
recalling
a)	Resolution 146 (Antalya, 2006) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs);
b)	Decision 9 (Antalya, 2006) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF-09);
c)	the final report of the Expert Group to review the ITRs, presented to the ITU Council at its 2009 session,
considering
a)	that Article 25 of the ITU Constitution states, inter alia, that a world conference on international telecommunications (WCIT) may partially, or in exceptional cases, completely revise the ITRs, and may deal with any question of a worldwide character within its competence and related to its agenda;
b)	that the scope of the ITRs is established in Article 1 thereof: "Purpose and scope of the regulations";
c)	that the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006) urged the three Sectors, following WTPF, each within its field of competence, to carry out any further necessary studies aimed at preparing for WCIT, and to participate in a series of regional meetings as required, in order to identify topics to be addressed by WCIT, within existing budgetary resources;
d)	that, following the date on which the existing version of the ITRs was approved, plenipotentiary conferences, world telecommunication standardization assemblies and the study groups of the Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) have approved a series of resolutions whose provisions have helped the ITRs to remain in force and should be taken into account in the process of reviewing them;
e)	that the Lisbon Consensus reached at WTPF-09, particularly in its Opinion 6 (Lisbon, 2009) on the ITRs, identified some issues that the membership may wish to consider, among others, in the context of any preparations for WCIT-12;
f)	that, in accordance with Resolution 1312, the 2009 session of the Council created a Council Working Group to prepare for the 2012 world conference on international telecommunications (CWG-WCIT-12) with terms of reference that provide for discussion both of the existing text of the ITRs and of the possible introduction of new provisions;
g)	that, pursuant to Resolution 146 (Antalya, 2006), the 2010 session of the Council adopted Resolution 1317 establishing the dates and agenda for the world conference on international telecommunications (WCIT-12) in 2012;
h)	the report to this conference by CWG-WCIT-12, which expresses the concern of ITU Member States at the situation with regard to the regulation of international telecommunications in a number of areas;
i)	that the international telecommunication/information and communication technology (ICT) environment has significantly evolved, from technical, regulatory and policy perspectives, and that it continues to evolve rapidly; 
j)	that advances in technology have resulted in an increased use of IP-enabled infrastructure and IP-based services and applications presenting both opportunities and challenges for Member States and Sector Members; 
k)	that, as technology evolves, Member States are evaluating their policy and regulatory approaches to ensure an enabling environment that fosters supportive, transparent, pro-competitive and predictable policies, as well as legal and regulatory frameworks that provide appropriate incentives for investment in, and development of, the information society; 
l)	that ITU must play an important role in resolving new and emerging issues, including those arising from the changing global international telecommunication/ICT environment;
m)	that there is a need to build broad consensus on what could appropriately be covered in the treaty framework of ITU as regards its activities in the areas of regulation, development and standardization; 
n)	that it is important to ensure that the ITRs are reviewed and, if deemed appropriate, revised and updated in a timely manner in order to facilitate cooperation and coordination among Member States and to reflect accurately the relations between Member States, Sector Members and recognized operating agencies;
o)	that all regions will benefit from WCIT-12's and CWG-WCIT‑12's review of the ITRs and related recommendations, resolutions and opinions of the 1988 World Administrative Telegraph and Telephone Conference (WATTC-88),
resolves
1	that CWG-WCIT-12 continue the preparation of WCIT-12;
2	that the agenda and dates for the conference as fixed in Council Resolution 1317 be adopted for the work of WCIT‑12;
3	that CWG-WCIT-12, pursuant to Council Resolution 1312, shall constitute the preparatory process for WCIT-12, taking into consideration the results of the regional preparatory meetings, as appropriate, 
resolves further
in addition to the work specified in, and without prejudice to, Council Resolution 1312:
1	to consider and study all relevant work and outputs that have been developed in ITU regarding ITRs;
2	to discuss and examine all proposals for revision to the ITRs, including proposals for addition of new and emerging issues, for updating and suppression of provisions and/or for abrogation as appropriate;
3	to discuss and examine all proposals for revision to the ITRs, provided that those proposals:
i)	are consistent with the purposes of the Union set forth in Article 1 of the Constitution;
ii)	are in line with the scope and purpose of the ITRs as set out in its Article 1, with the understanding that CWG-WCIT‑12 could consider proposals for the revision of Article 1 of the ITRs;
iii)	reflect, inter alia, strategic and policy principles, with a view to ensuring flexibility in order to accommodate technological advances;
iv)	are of relevance to be included in an international treaty;
4	to prepare a final report, based on, and consolidating, inputs and reports from all preparatory activities, including regional preparatory meetings, that presents all options and views for WCIT-12, four months prior to WCIT in order for Member States, and in particular developing countries, to prepare for WCIT‑12,
instructs the Council
1	to take note of the considerations contained in this resolution in the work to prepare for WCIT‑12 to review the ITRs;
2	to allocate the appropriate financial resources within the financial limits established by the Plenipotentiary Conference;
3	to report to the next plenipotentiary conference on the progress made in implementing this resolution and to analyse the necessity for periodic review of the ITRs,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to support any regional preparatory meeting, in coordination with the regional telecommunication organizations for each region, that may be called prior to the convening of WCIT-12;
2	to distribute to the Member States the final report of CWG-WCIT‑12, as specified in the General Rules of conferences, assemblies and meetings of the Union, four months prior to WCIT‑12;
3	to submit the final report of CWG-WCIT-12 to WCIT-12, as specified in Council Resolution 1312,
instructs the Secretary-General and the Directors of the Bureaux
1	to make available the means necessary to implement the provisions of this resolution;
2	to undertake the necessary preparatory and administrative arrangements for WCIT pursuant to Council Resolution 1317 and in accordance with the applicable rules and procedures of ITU;
3	to support CWG-WCIT-12 by providing, within their field of competence, necessary inputs for the preparation of WCIT, as appropriate,
invites Member States and Sector Members
to contribute to the preparatory work for WCIT-12, including the regional meetings, as appropriate.
 http://www.itu.int/plenipotentiary/index.html 
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