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Opening address 

For the Africa Regional Consultation meeting on ITU Standardization work
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, 23 June 2004
Houlin Zhao

Director, TSB/ITU

Your Excellency Joseph Msika, The Acting President of the Republic of Zimbabwe;

Honourable Christopher Mushohwe, Minister of Transport and Communications of Zimbabwe, 
Honourable Ministers and Governors,

Honourable Mayor of Victoria Falls,

Mr. K. Kaseke, The Secretary of Transport and Communications,

Honourable Mr. Akossi Akossi, Secretary-General of the African Telecommunication Union,

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is really an honour and a great pleasure for me to be here with you for the opening of the consultation meeting of African countries for the preparation of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-04). I am very grateful for the kind invitation and excellent support of the Zimbabwean Government and its Telecommunication Ministry. I am particularly honoured by the presence of the Acting -President of Republic of Zimbabwe and other high dignitaries of the Government of Zimbabwe and the Mayor of Victoria Falls. I am grateful to Mr. Akossi Akossi, Secretary-General of the African Telecommunication Union, for his support and cooperation in organizing this meeting. Victoria Falls is one of the Seven Wonders of the World. I thank the Zimbabwean Government and the Mayor for choosing this place and making everything possible in order for our meeting to be a very pleasant event.

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) was founded in 1865. After the United Nations was established, the ITU became a UN specialized agency for Telecommunications. The purposes of the Union are given in the ITU Constitution. Essentially, the ITU is to provide a forum in which the Union’s membership can cooperate for the improvement and rational use of telecommunications of all kinds.

With the rapid development and convergence of new technologies, and with the worldwide trend of liberalization and globalisation, standardization plays a more and more important role in making telecommunication accessible to all, thus fostering development and growth in all domains.

There is positive awareness that amidst the rapid changes of the technological environment, it is vital that developing countries are not left behind. With the introduction of market competition, operators in the developing countries need information on new technologies, new measures to run businesses, the knowledge of organizational structure of competent organizations, etc. Active participation in the ITU standardization meetings will help developing countries reach these goals in a more efficient manner. The ITU standardization sector, in short ITU-T, is very pleased with an increasing participation of experts from developing countries. Before 2002, around 24% of the total number of delegates who attended the ITU-T meetings in Geneva were from developing countries; the figure became 35% for the year 2003. During recent years, Africa has become more and more active in the ITU standardization sector’s activities. By organizing this meeting in Victoria Falls, it is clear that Zimbabwe wishes to play a more active role.

I noted with great pleasure that Zimbabwe has achieved a “booming” ICT development in recent years with 3.25% fixed phone penetration and 3.5% mobile penetration. Please accept my sincere congratulations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

ITU holds a World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly every four years. The next World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-2004) will be held in Brazil, from the 5th to the 14th of October 2004. Seven hundred participants from all over the world are expected, including experts from Africa.

This Regional Consultation for the preparation of WTSA-2004 is the first of this kind in the long history of ITU. I would like to take this opportunity to exchange views with you on the future of the ITU standardization sector.

Your Excellency the Acting President of Republic of Zimbabwe, 

Honourable Ministers and Governors,

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since our arrival in Victoria Falls, we have been in a very warm welcoming environment emphasized by the beauty of this area and friendly people. I was told that during the next few days, we will not only have excellent logistic support by the host but we will also have a wonderful social programme and entertainment during the evenings. 

I would like to reiterate the gratitude of the International Telecommunications Union to Your Excellency the Acting President Joseph Misika and through you to His Excellency the President Robert Mugabe, the Government and the People of Zimbabwe. We are also very thankful to all Zimbabweans that have sponsored this event.  .

My thanks go to Mr. Akossi Akossi, the Secretary General of ATU.

I would also like to thank the staff of the ITU Regional Office and Area Office, for their coordination with TSB in organizing this meeting. Finally, I express my appreciation to you, the delegates, for your interest and participation. I would be very pleased to receive your comments on this meeting.

I hope you will enjoy this meeting and the miracle that is the Victoria Falls.

Thank you for your attention.

