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Preparatory meeting of African countries for the 
World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-04)

(23-25 June 2004, Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe)
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Dear Madam / Sir,

Standardization is one of the essential building blocks of the Information Society. The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) explicitly recognized the importance of standardization in its Declaration of Principles, agreed upon at the Geneva 2003 meeting, further highlighting standardization as one of the core competences of ITU in the fields of Information and Communication Technologies.

Stand-alone standardization Resolution 123 of the Plenipotentiary Conference of ITU, (ITU’s highest decision making body), (Marrakech 2002), reflects the importance of standardization and emphasizes the benefits of standard-making and standards application for developing countries. ITU-T statistics also show increasing participation in ITU-T Study Group meetings and ITU-T workshops from developing countries, a sign of seeing more value in standardization.

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), the highest organ for the Telecommunication Standardization Sector, convenes every four years. The upcoming Assembly in October 2004, in Brazil, will lay out ITU-T’s strategy for the next four years, decide on the new structure of the ITU-T Study Groups, and review the work of ITU-T since the last WTSA in 2000.

To help achieve an efficient WTSA in 2004, the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Mr. Houlin Zhao, and the Secretary General of the African Telecommunication Union, Mr. Akossi Akossi, together with technical experts, would like to give members of the African region a first-hand account of the status of the telecommunications industry and how this might shape the future of ITU-T. 

The meeting is intended for Executive Officers from National Regulatory Bodies, from Telecommunication Operators and Service Providers in the African region who need to be kept abreast of the latest developments in telecommunications and who need to be familiar with the future challenges ITU-T is facing  and therefore be able to draw up strategies to achieve greater participation in future ITU-T Study Group activities.

At the kind invitation from Zimbabwe, the meeting will be held during the period 
23-25 June 2004, in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe and it is our great pleasure to invite you to participate in this important meeting.

The meeting comprises a presentation on hot issues studied in ITU-T, followed by a review of the key items on the agenda for WTSA. The preparatory meeting for Africa for WTSA aims at coordinating African views on issues considered to be of particular relevance to the African continent. In this regard ATU, through a process of coordination and consultation, in preparation for the ITU global conferences, will draw up common proposals for submission to the conference.

Attached hereto are the registration form, draft agenda, hotel and general information. You are kindly requested to complete the attached registration form and return it no later than June, 12th 2004 to the following address:

ITU Regional Office for Africa

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Fax: +(251) 1 517299

e-mail: ITU-Addis@itu.int
For updates and information about the forum, please visit our website at:

http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/afr or http://www.itu.int/ITU-T 

For any clarification please contact the following:

Ms. Chali Tumelo




Mr. Greg Jones

Senior Advisor for network Management and
Head of Workshops, SDO Coordination and 
Development for Eastern & Southern Africa

Promotion Division 

Tel: +(251) 1 514855/514977



Tel: +(41) 22 730 5515

Fax: +(251) 1 517299




Fax: +(41) 22 730 5853

e-mail: chali.tumelo@itu.int



e-mail: Greg.Jones@itu.int
We look forward to seeing you in Victoria Falls for a successful meeting.

Yours faithfully

Houlin Zhao







Akossi Akossi

Director of the Telecommunication




Secretary General of 
Standardization Bureau






ATU

ANNEX 1

Draft Agenda

Preparatory meeting of the African countries for the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly 
(WTSA-04 Florianopolis, Brazil, 5-14 October 2004)

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

23-25 June 2004

Part I  –  "Hot issues studied in ITU-T"

Day 1

· Current status of the telecommunication industry

· Tariff and accounting issues

· Voice over IP Telephony

· Security

· Other issues

· Internet Governance 

Part II  –  "Preparing for WTSA 2004"

Day 2 - am

· An overview of ITU-T's current activities

· Preparing for WTSA 2004 - an overview of major issues and challenges

· WTSA 2004 – major issues regarding working methods of ITU-T

· Q&A

Day 2 - pm

· WTSA 2004 – major issues regarding the ITU-T work program including the current status of the ITU-T Study Group restructuring

· Q&A

Part III – “Africa Common Proposals to WTSA 2004”

Day 3

· Regional concerns

·  Consideration of Common proposals, etc.

· Consideration and adoption of strategies to enhance participation of the African region in future ITU-T Study Group activities

· Conclusion
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	Formulaire d'inscription  –  Registration Form


	La participation des femmes est encouragée - Participation of women is encouraged


(LETTRES MAJUSCULES - CAPITAL LETTERS)

	1.
M. / Mme

Mr. / Mrs.











(nom, family name)
(prénom, first name)

2.
Titre


Title









   3.  REPRESENTATION / REPRESENTATION
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Member State

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Sector Member
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ATU Member




   4.  ADRESSE OFFICIELLE / OFFICIAL ADDRESS
	
Nom de l'Administration ou de l'Organisation


Name of the Administration or Organization




Rue

Street







Ville/Code/Pays

City/Code/Country







Tel.:



Fax:


E-Mail:






5. ADRESSE PENDANT LA REUNION/ ADDRESS DURING THE MEETING

	
Rue

Street







Tel.:
______________________________________
Fax: 
Fax:







6. JE DESIRE RECEVOIR LES DOCUMENTS EN/ I WISH TO RECEIVE THE DOCUMENTS IN :

	
[image: image3.wmf]
	Français
	
[image: image4.wmf]
	English


SIGNATURE : ​________________________________________________________
Date :______________________________
	A retourner dûment rempli avant le 12 juin 2004

To be returned duly completed before 12 June 2004 


A/To:

Ms. Chali Tumelo

ITU Regional Office for Africa

Tel:  +251 1 514855/251 1 514977
Fax: +251 1 517299

Mobile: +251 9 253217

E-mail: itu-addis@itu.int
	Copie à : 

Copy to   

Tel.: + 
Fax: + 

E-mail: 


ANNEX 3

LIST OF OTHER HOTELS FOUND IN VICTORIA FALLS

The Kingdom Hotel- Venue of Conference

Regional          
 
Single 

US$124

International    

Single

US$175 

Tel:  +263 13 44275-9

Fax:   +263 13 44782

e-mail: info@zimsun.co.za
Elephant Hills Inter-Continental 
Regional                          
Single 

US$150





Double

US$186

International
 

Single

US$225





Double

US$278

Tel: +263 13 44793/9

Fax: +263 13 44655/6

e-mail: info@zimsun.co.za
The Victoria Falls Hotel

Single

US$324

Double

US$360

Tel: +263 13 44203/5

Fax: +263 13 44586

The Rainbow Hotel

Single

US$95

Twin/Double
US$128

Tel: +263 4 754507/1/3

Telex: +263 4 26467 ZW

e-mail: reservations@rainbowtgrp.co.zw 

A’zambezi Hotel

Single

US$102

Double

US$146

Tel: +263 4 754507/1/3

Telex: +263 4 26467 ZW

e-mail: reservations@rainbowtgrp.co.zw 

Sprayview Hotel

Single

US$60

Double

US$90

Tel: +263 13 44344

Victoria Falls Safari Lodges (Hotel)

Single

US$185

Double

US$295

Tel: + 263 13 43201

LIST OF LODGES IN VICTORIA FALLS-ZIMBABWE

	Ilala lodges
	
	

	Double Room:
	US$115.00 per person

If you are sharing it’s US$230.00 (255,200.00Z$)
	

	Single Room:
	US$ 143.00  (335,000.00Z$)
	

	Telephone:
	+263 13 44223/44737
	

	Fax:
	+263 4 44740
	

	E-mail:
	ilalazws@africaonline.co.zw
	

	
	
	


All bed and breakfast and they’re all situated near Kingdom Hotel

	Mosi-oa-Tunya Lodge
	
	

	Double Room:
	US$60.00 (20% commission to be paid)

(180,000.00Z$)
	

	Single Room:
	US$40.00 (20% commission to be paid)

(100,000.00Z$)
	

	Telephone:
	+263 13 44336
	

	Fax:
	+263 13 44 336
	

	E-mail:
	moslodge@telcovic.co.zw
	

	
	
	


All bed and breakfast. Located 2km from Kingdom Hotel. Shuttle services available from 8.00am – 5.00pm

	Pamusha Lodge
	
	

	Double Room:
	US$60.00 (200,000.00Z$)
	

	Single Room:
	US$40.00 (150,000.00Z$)
	

	Telephone:
	+263 13 44367
	

	Fax:
	+263 13 45870
	

	E-mail:
	pamush@telcovic.co.zw
	

	
	
	


All bed and breakfast. Located 2km from Kingdom Hotel. Will arrange shuttle services.
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	Formulaire de réservation d’hôtel / Hotel Reservation Form


Prénom/First name  : ……………………………………………………………………………………...

Nom/Last name
: ………………………………………………………………………………………...

Nom de l’organisation/ Name of the organization: ……………………………………………………..

Pays/Country
: ………………………………………………………………………………………...

Tél.: ……………………………
Fax: ………………………
Email: ………………………………

Hôtel
: …………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Type de chambre/Type of room:………………………………………………………………………….

Du/From:  ……………………….
au/to:  …………………………………

Arrivée à Victoria Falls / Arrival in Victoria Falls:
Jour/Day:  …………………………

Heure/Time:  ………………………………

N° de vol/Flight number:  ………………………………………

Départ de Victoria Falls / Departure from Victoria Falls:
Jour/Day:  ……………………………………..
Heure/Time:  ………………………………

N° de vol/Flight number:  …………………………………………………….

Date:  …………………………….  

Signature:  …………………………………

Veuillez remplir ce formulaire et l’envoyer à l’adresse ci-dessous avant le 12th Juin 2004 :
Kindly fill the form and return it to the address below before  12th June 2004 :
To: 
Cynthia Mapisire

E-mail: cmapisire@itu.int

Tel: 
+263 4 775 941

Fax: 
+263 4 771 257

ANNEX 5

ZIMBABWE: VICTORIA FALLS

INFORMATION FOR THE VISITOR 

General Information

Zimbabwe is situated on a high plateau in Southern Africa, between the Zambezi and the Limpopo rivers.  It is landlocked and bounded by the countries of Zambia, Mozambique, South Africa and Botswana.  Zimbabwe covers 390 245 km2.  Most parts of Zimbabwe lie more than 300m above sea level. Victoria Falls lies along the Zambezi Valley with an elevation of 1061m above Sea level. It is one of the hottest areas in Zimbabwe.  However the lowest temperatures are recorded in June, which is the winter month. The conditions during this period are close to those of the Mediterranean summers with warm, days and cool clear nights. Average maximum and minimum temperatures during the month of June are 25 Degrees Celsius and 6 Degrees Celsius respectively. Below 10 Degrees Celsius minimum temperatures are recorded at night. 

Passports and Visas

All visitors require valid passports and visas on arrival in Zimbabwe. Different regulations apply according to nationality and country of origin and these should be checked for at your nearest tourist office or embassy before leaving your country.

All journalists visiting Zimbabwe need to be accredited by the Department of Information and Publicity.  Please contract the Zimbabwe Embassy or Consulate in or near your country.

Currency

Zimbabwe’s currency is Zimbabwean Dollar whose exchange rate is set by the Central Bank. All visitors are expected to settle their hotel bills in the major currencies: US$, British Pound, 

ZA Rands and Euro.

Culture and Language

Zimbabwe is a multi-racial society where people of all nationalities live in harmony.  People living in urban areas have a westernized lifestyle, while in the country areas many African traditions have been preserved.  English is the official  language and other widely spoken languages are Chishona and Sindebele which have various dialects and other minority languages, such as Sotho, Venda and Tonga.

Security

Zimbabweans are known for their hospitality and friendliness towards each other and visitors alike.  Although all Zimbabweans are very helpful it is always advisable to be cautious when dealing with strangers.  Police officers are very helpful and are easily identified by their uniforms and although some may be plainclothes police.  Like everywhere in the world valuables should always be safeguarded or left in the hotel safe box.  If you do not know where to obtain a certain service or you are not sure always contact The Zimbabwe Tourism Authority, Publicity Association, Police Post or the hotel information desk.

Customs Concession
Your personal possessions which are not intended for disposal or consumption in Zimbabwe are allowed entry duty-free.  In addition, other consumable goods which are not merchandise imported for trade purposes may be imported up to a value of US$250 or its equivalent in other currencies per person.

Health Requirements

With the exception of children less than one year of age, all visitors coming to Zimbabwe from infected areas are requested to possess vaccination certificates against cholera and yellow fever.  It is not advisable to swim in the country’s rivers and dams as they may be infected with bilharzia.  It is however worth noting that all tap water is very safe to drink and water in swimming pools is purified hence very safe.  If you are intending to visit low-lying areas such as Victoria Falls, Hwange, Kariba, Gonarezhou and Zambezi Valley, it is advisable to take a course of anti-malaria tablets as a precaution.  Prophylaxis is 100 percent effective.  However it is always advisable to check with your doctor or pharmacist before travelling to such areas.  Most establishments in the country do have mosquito nets and repellents.

Motor Vehicles
Private motor vehicles, caravans and trailers may be brought temporarily into Zimbabwe, provided they are licensed in their home countries and bear the appropriate registration plates and a nationality plaque.  The International Certificate of Mother vehicles is recognized in Zimbabwe.  A vehicle tool fee is levied on all vehicles that pass through the Beitbridge border-post.

Driving in Zimbabwe

International driving and driving licenses issued in all SADC countries are valid in Zimbabwe.  Visitors from other countries not covered by this agreement are able to drive a period of 90 days using driving licenses issued in their home countries.  If not printed in English, it should have a certificate of authority and validity, or a translation of the text with the bear’s photograph attached.  Renewal after expiry of this period is obtained from the Ministry of Transport and Communications.  Drive on the left in Zimbabwe and give way to traffic approaching  on the road to your right at uncontrolled intersections.  At controlled intersections, motorists are required to yield precedence to pedestrians crossing on a green light.  At all intersections, a fire engine, ambulance or police vehicle sounding a siren takes precedence over all other traffic: move out of its course and remain stationary until it has passed.  The general speed-limit in Zimbabwe is 120 km/h on open roads and 60 km/h in urban areas, but watch for the signs.

Transport and Tours
Car-hire – cars with or without chauffeurs can be hired in most tourist areas from internationally recognized firms.

Trains – a commuter rail link exist between Harare – Bulawayo and Bulawayo – Victoria Falls.

Air Services – Air Zimbabwe, the national airline, operates frequent flights between Harare and Victoria Falls. Direct flights into Victoria Falls are also available from Johannesburg International Airport, South Africa.

Boat Hire – At Victoria Falls boats are available for hire from registered companies and lake cruises and charters are offered at reasonable cost.

Electrical Appliances
In main centres and main tourist resorts, all appliances run on 220/230 volts. Outlets are of the 3-pin, 13 amp type.

Airport Departure Tax

A departure tax of US$30 is levied on all foreign visitors (non-residents) at all Zimbabwe airports on international flights.  The revenue stamp can be bought at the Airport or pre-purchased at any commercial bank. A total of US$5 is payable for each domestic ticket.    However this tax is often incorporated in the ticket fare.  Always verify with the issuing agent.

What to Expect

Game viewing by day or night (it is advisable to have an experienced guide on such tours). 

The natural spectacle The Victoria Falls, known locally as the Mosi oa Tunya or the Smoke that Thunders, which is a cloud of moisture forced into the atmosphere by the collision between water and rock.

These exhilarating activities are also on offer; White –water rafting and River Board, Canoeing, Elephant -Back Safaris, Bungi Jumping, Gorge- Sliding and many others.
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