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The SIIT 2005 conference was opened by Mostafa Sherif (AT&T), the SIIT2005 Conference Chair who thanked the ITU-T, BT, Microsoft and SUN for their support of this, the fourth SIIT conference.  SIIT is a multi-disciplinary refereed paper standards and standardization conference held every two years in different locations around the world.  The purpose of the SIIT conferences is develop the field of standards and standardization by bringing together participants from all the different disciplines that are impacted by standards to understand and learn from each other.  Seventy participants attended this conference including attendees from as far away as Australia, Estonia, Iran, Japan and South Korea.  

Mr. Houlin Zhao, Chair of the ITU-T and host to SIIT2005, offered opening remarks recounting the long history, (since 1865) and success of the ITU; the interest of the ITU in working with academic organizations; and the continuing ability of the ITU to be responsive to the needs of the standards marketplace.  

John Hill, SUN, offered a stirring opening address, "Standardization: I Have a Dream."  He pointed out the great value of standardization world-wide to disseminate knowledge and increase trade and noted the difficulties caused by entrenched interests in the standardization process.  He dreams of: infrastructures that meet needs; leaders of SSOs who lead their organizations; collaboration in standardization and competition in the marketplace; standardization that is greater than creating specifications; interoperability as a requirement; and when consortia are the equals of SDOs.

After the presentation of papers on Wednesday the day concluded with a panel session, The Economic Value of Standards, which began with a presentation by R. R. Teh of the WTO.  This presentation offered a trade-related view of standards.  He explained that the impact of standards on trade is often ambiguous as standards increase cost and also increase the attractiveness of the goods.  These surprising assertions were unfortunately not discussed in the follow-on panel discussions.  

On Thursday Sept. 22 Keith Dickerson BT Group opened the conference with his presentation, "The Paramount Importance of Standards to Operators, Vendors and Users."  BT views standards as necessary to: enable new global services, reduce costs, meet regulatory requirements and ensure safety/accessibility/security.  In each technology there are SSOs that address market requirements, regulatory aspects, standard making, test and certification, and marketing (in sum the "standardization food chain").  The number of SSOs in each technology multiplied by the number of technologies makes coordination of next generation networks (NGN) very difficult and expensive.  BT is concerned that SSOs like the IETF are not receptive to operators' concerns and that IPR issues are becoming a significant problem not addressed by existing SDO policies.  He noted some examples of good standardization coordination (ITU-T Informal Forums Summit, ICT Standards Board, ISO/IEC/ITU MoU on eCommerce, the Multi-Service Forum) and suggested that greater coordination is necessary.  BT sees the coordination value of the ICT Standards Board as important to the continuing development of NGN standards.  He called for greater coordination between consortia and SDOs and global ITU recommendations for the NGN with regional variation where required.  

Thursday evening conference attendees and guests enjoyed a four course dinner with entertainment held at a restaurant on an island in the Rhone river. 

On Friday, September 23 Guriqbal Singh Jaiya of WIPO spoke on "Integrating Standards and Intellectual Property Rights for Enhancing the Competitiveness of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)".  Of considerable interest was his suggestion that greater coordination of IPR issues between SDOs and WIPO appeared desirable.  

During the course of the two and one half day conference 22 refereed papers were presented and discussed in eight sessions:

Standardization Directions 

The economics of standardization

Standards implementation

Standards use

Patents and standardization

Telecommunications standards

Standardization and developing countries

Concepts of standards 

These sessions addressed standards and standardization from many perspectives: standards development organizations (SDOs), regulatory, patent, trade, operational, economic, social science and mathematical.  Interesting questions and comments from the audience caused many sessions to go over their time limit.  

After the end of the paper presentations a second panel session, RFID Technologies and Ubiquitous Network Societies, offered four different views (early history, current standardization, ITU role and future impact) on RFID standardization.  The ITU representative offered an excellent overview of the possible impact of the RFID technology and systems on society, based on a new ITU research paper, "The Internet of Things" to be published by the ITU in November, 2005. 

Joel West of San Jose State University, USA in an unscheduled presentation offered "Thoughts on Building an IT Standards Community."  He presented the publication history of the four SIIT conferences and two previous Hawaii International Conference on System Sciences (HICSS) conferences as well as the Journal of IT Standards Research (JITSR).  Joel is co-chair of the standards track at HICSS.  Creating greater legitimacy of the field of standards and standardization requires publication in accepted journals.  Currently the publications that most often publish papers in this field are not widely cited. 

The SIIT conferences have certainly improved the visibility of this emerging field.  Closing remarks were offered by Kai Jacobs, Aachen University, who instigated the first SIIT conference in 1999.  Kai proudly announced that the next SIIT will be held in North America at the University of Calgary, Canada September 5 - 7, 2007.  

Thanks to the ITU-T, all participants received a CD including all of the refereed papers.  The conference web site (http://www.siit2005.org) includes all the slide presentations made during the conference.  Thanks to the generosity of the corporate sponsors (BT, Microsoft and SUN), a number of travel expense grants were provided to assist participants.

