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Introduction to references

i) Normative reference − The whole, or parts 
of a document to which it is necessary to 
conform in order to claim compliance to the 
Recommendation containing the reference.

ii) Non-normative reference − The whole, or 
parts of a document where the referenced 
document has been used as supplementary 
information in the preparation of the 
Recommendation or to assist the 
understanding or use of the Recommendation 
and to which conformance is not necessary.
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Background information

Why was Rec. A.5 created?
– assure stability of and availability of 

material incorporated through reference 
to external documents.

– improve awareness of possibility of 
claims of IPR through reference

Which references need A.5 
justification?
– Only normative references to texts 

that are not from ITU, ISO or IEC
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Background information

What does Rec. A.5 require?
– a justification shall be presented for 

each draft recommendation containing 
normative references to texts other 
than ITU recommendations or ISO and 
IEC standards

– information is to be available for study 
groups when approving new / changed 
recs.
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Background information

A.5 §2.1 states:
“It is preferred that, rather than making 
reference to an entire document from an 
outside organization, reference be made 
to only the specific section(s) 
concerned.”
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Background information

The documentation requirements of 
A.5 §2.2 and §2.3 do not apply for 
non-normative references because 
they are documents that add to the 
reader's understanding but are not 
essential to the implementation of or 
compliance with the 
Recommendation.
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Background information

What is the structure of Rec. A.5 
justification?
– Organization information1

– Referenced text identification
– Recommendation-specific2 justification

1 - Same for all texts related to this organization and 
derives from A.4/A.6 

2 – A single reference may be used by several 
recommendations
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TSAG request for action 
(12/2007)

Members identified challenges of 
information availability and 
consistency of presentation about 
A.5 justification
TSB requested “to implement, if 
possible, an easily reachable tool for 
finding all the justifications of ITU-T 
recommendations” (TSAG R-26)
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A.5 justification process 
overview
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Delegate 
submits 

justification

SG 
evaluates 
justification

Counsellor
reviews 

and 
validates

E-mail or draft 
TD sent to 
secretariat

TD submitted to 
the meeting



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification

Delegate submits justification
– access is from work program interface

http://itu.int/ITU-T/workprog/wp_search.aspx

– restricted to TIES-registered users
– Three alternative entry modes:

use existing reference
duplicate similar reference
create new reference
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Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Start 
here

Enter 
Search 
criteria 

here



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Select 
desired 

work item



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Click here



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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… You will 
be asked 
to enter 

your TIES 
account / 
password



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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1. Select organization



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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1. Select 
organization

2. Select 
previously 
referenced 
document 
(if possible)



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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1. Select 
organization

2. Select 
previously 
referenced 
document 
(if possible)

3. Click here



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Enter justification 
for reference 
within the current 
Recommendation

Note 
well:



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification

ITU © 2012   version 20120228 20

4. Click here



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Try to start with a copy of a justification for a similar document …



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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1. Select 
organization

2. Select 
previously 
referenced 
document 
(if possible)

3. Click here



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Note:  All fields 
are open for 
editing!

Modify all 
information as 
needed

Note the Info tips 
when hovering 
over some of the 
window extension 
corners in fields 
3, 4, and 5

Another
Info tip



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Note:  All fields 
are open for 
editing!

Modify all 
information as 
needed

Click here 
when 
finished



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Create a new justification …



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Then…
Click 
here

Select the 
organization



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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NOTE:  All fields are 
open for editing and 
not populated with 
data 

(except for field 9 –
“Qualification” of 
organization)



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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After clicking on

a confirmation is returned …



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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To prepare 
draft TD for 
consideration 
by SG, click 
here



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Fill in source 
and contact 
information



Detailed example of an A.5 
justification
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Note:  Data 
entered on 
web appears 
here, AS IT 
WAS TYPED!

One annex is 
generated for 
each “A.5 
reference” that 
has been 
entered into 
the work 
program 
database



If you made a data entry mistake!

Once the data is submitted, it cannot 
be changed through the web 
interface
Ask the TSB to correct the data 
– E.g. by making the necessary changes 

in the draft TD using revision marking 
and asking the Counselor or Assistant to 
correct the data

– or detailing it in an e-mail 
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Start here:
http://itu.int/ITU-T/workprog/wp_search.aspx

Search for work item
(Recommendation, Supplement, 
etc) in work program

Enter information about the referenced 
document

If appropriate, generate A.5 justification TD for SG to 
evaluate

Questions: tsb-a5@itu.int

Summary


