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This prepublication is an unedited version of a recently approved Recommendation. 
It will be replaced by the published version after editing. Therefore, there will be 
differences between this prepublication and the published version. 

 



 

 

FOREWORD 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency in the field of 
telecommunications. The ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) is a permanent organ of 
ITU. ITU-T is responsible for studying technical, operating and tariff questions and issuing 
Recommendations on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a worldwide basis. 

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), which meets every four years, 
establishes the topics for study by the ITU-T study groups which, in turn, produce Recommendations on 
these topics. 

The approval of ITU-T Recommendations is covered by the procedure laid down in WTSA Resolution 1. 

In some areas of information technology which fall within ITU-T's purview, the necessary standards are 
prepared on a collaborative basis with ISO and IEC. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE 

In this Recommendation, the expression "Administration" is used for conciseness to indicate both a 
telecommunication administration and a recognized operating agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

ITU draws attention to the possibility that the practice or implementation of this Recommendation may 
involve the use of a claimed Intellectual Property Right. ITU takes no position concerning the evidence, 
validity or applicability of claimed Intellectual Property Rights, whether asserted by ITU members or others 
outside of the Recommendation development process. 

As of the date of approval of this Recommendation, ITU [had/had not] received notice of intellectual 
property, protected by patents, which may be required to implement this Recommendation. However, 
implementors are cautioned that this may not represent the latest information and are therefore strongly 
urged to consult the TSB patent database. 
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TITLE: Draft Technical Corrigendum 4 to ITU-T Recommendation X.680 | ISO/IEC 8824-1,
 Information technology – Abstract Syntax Notation One (ASN.1): Specification of basic 
 notation  
 
Summary 
 
This Technical Corrigendum to ITU-T Rec. X.680 | ISO/IEC 8824-1 adds the ability to more easily 
create multi-line comments. 
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INTERNATIONAL  STANDARD 
 
ITU-T  RECOMMENDATION 

INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  –  ABSTRACT SYNTAX NOTATION ONE (ASN.1): 
SPECIFICATION OF BASIC NOTATION 

TECHNICAL CORRIGENDUM 4 TO X.680 

1)   Table 2 of subclause 10.1 
Add the character "/" to the last row of Table 2 of subclause 10.1. 

2) Subclause 11.6.1bis 
Add a new subclause 11.6.1bis after subclause 11.6.1 as follows: 
11.6.1bis The lexical item "comment" can have two forms: 

• One-line comments which begin with "--" as explained in 11.6.2; 
• Multiple-line comments which begin with "/*" as explained in 11.6.3. 

3) Subclause 11.6.2 
Replace subclause 11.6.2 with: 
11.6.2 Whenever a "comment" begins with a pair of adjacent hyphens, it shall end with the next pair of 
adjacent hyphens or at the end of the line, whichever occurs first. A comment shall not contain a pair of 
adjacent hyphens other than the pair which starts it and the pair, if any, which ends it. If a comment 
beginning with "--" includes the adjacent characters "/*" or "*/", these have no special meaning and are 
considered part of the comment. The comment may include graphic symbols which are not in the character 
set specified in 10.1 (see 10.3). 

4) Clause 11.6.3 
Add a new subclause 11.6.3 as follows: 

11.6.3 Whenever a "comment" begins with "/*", it shall end with a corresponding "*/", whether this "*/" is 
on the same line or not.  If another "/*" is found before a "*/", then the comment terminates when a matching 
"*/" has been found for each "/*".  If a comment beginning with "/*" includes two adjacent hyphens "--", 
these hyphens have no special meaning and are considered part of the comment. The comment may include 
graphic symbols which are not in the character set specified in 10.1 (see 10.3). 

NOTE —This allows the user to comment parts of an ASN.1 module that already contain comments 
(whether they begin with "--" or "/*") by simply inserting "/*" at the beginning of the part to be 
commented and "*/" at its end. 
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