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	Note by the Secretary-General

	1
Subject: 
	REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKING GROUP ON INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION REGULATIONS (ITRs)


	2
Purpose

Resolution 121 (Marrakesh, 2002) resolves that the Union should continue a process of reviewing the ITRs and instructed Council to establish a working group on the ITRs to report to it annually.  This document describes actions that have been taken since the last ordinary session of Council.


	
	Ref. doc.
Res. 121

(PP-02)



	3
Background

Pursuant to Resolution 121, the extraordinary session of the 2002 Council at Marrakesh established a working group to continue a review of the ITRs. However, the nomination of the Chairman for the Working Group only took place at  Council 2003. At Council 2003, Mr. Alaa Fahmy (Egypt) was appointed as Chairman of the Working Group and requested to start the ITRs review process, using mainly electronic working methods.


	
	

	4
Recommendation

Council is requested to note the progress to date and to encourage more experts to join the Group.


	
	

	5
Implications

Organizing a physical meeting of the Council Working Group on the ITRs with interpretation would have implications for the 2004-05 budget.


	
	



Yoshio UTSUMI

Secretary‑General

REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF

THE COUNCIL WORKING GROUP ON ITR REVIEW (WG-ITR)

1.
Introduction

1.1
The Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) adopted Resolution 121, which resolved that the process of reviewing the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs), should be continued. To this end, it recommended that the Council establish a working group (WG-ITR), open to all Member States, to include appropriate legal, regulatory and technical experts, with the following terms of reference:

1. to take into account the results of the work carried out under Resolution 79 (Minneapolis, 1998) and all contributions to this conference on the issue as baseline reference documents;

2. to study the ITRs and prepare recommendations on which provisions, if any, should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations;

3. to prepare recommendations of required draft texts for amending the Constitution and Convention, if deemed appropriate;

4. to consider whether there is a need for new provisions in the ITRs, which should be dealt with at a world conference on international telecommunications;

5. to identify new issues, if any, that may be the subject of ITU Recommendations;

6. to report to the Council annually on its progress with respect to the issues referred to above, including those conclusions of the group that could form the basis for the Recommendations of the three ITU Sectors;

7. to prepare a final report, at the latest by the 2005 session of the Council, for transmission to the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference,
Resolution 121 also invites contributions from Member States, Sector Members, advisory groups, regional preparatory meetings, regional organizations (in line with Resolution 58, (Kyoto, 1994)) and other organizations. 

1.2
In the 2003 ordinary session of Council, Mr. Alaa FAHMY (Egypt) was appointed as the Chairman of WG-ITR. Council requested that work be started as soon as possible, preferably by using electronic working methods (see summary record, Document C03/93)

2.
Actions taken since Council 2003 and their results

2.1
In order to advance the work quickly, the Chairman had planned to have a first physical meeting in Geneva, either in conjunction with the additional session of Council in October 2003 or just before the Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR) held in December 2003. However, since many Member States  indicated that they were busy preparing for other ITU events in those periods, it was not possible to hold a physical meeting in 2003.

2.2
After some consultation, the Chairman decided to establish three Sub-Groups with the following mandates, which are based upon Resolution 121 (Marrakesh, 2002), and to start working by email correspondence: 

· Sub-Group 1: Analyze past work and contributions submitted (Resolution 121, Terms of reference No. 1);

· Sub-Group 2: Study the ITRs and prepare recommendations on which provisions, if any, should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations (Terms of reference No. 2);

· Sub-Group 3: Consider whether there is a need for new provisions in the ITRs and identify new issues that may be the subject of future ITU Recommendations (Terms of reference Nos. 4 and 5)

2.3
The Chairman sent DM-1079 on 16 October 2003 to all Member States, announcing the above action, and inviting Member States to nominate coordinators and experts for each Sub-Group. By the end of 2003, the Chairman had received a very limited number of expert nominations and no coordinators had yet been appointed. 

2.4
During his participation in the GSR in December, the Chairman noted the need for more awareness among many Member States regarding the work of the group. He then distributed a brief informal document to all participants, explaining the group and its background and mandates. The Chairman also sent a second circular letter (DM-1107, 6 January 2004) to all Member States of the Union. Noting the essential role and value of their involvement, the Chairman sent a copy of that letter to all Chairs and Vice-chairs of the Regional Tariff Groups. 

2.5
As a result of efforts, the Chairman succeeded in finding a coordinator for Sub Group 2 (Mr. Mfungahema, Tanzania) and for Sub-Group 3 (Mr. Marks, USA). There are also 42 experts from 22 Member States subscribed to the email mailing list at the time of this report. However, the coordinator for Sub-Group 1 has not yet been appointed, therefore the Chairman is coordinating this sub-group himself. He is also continuing consultations to find the third coordinator. Analysis of the participation level is found in Table-1 and Figure-1 (Annex 1). The full list of experts’ names and countries can be found at:


http://www.itu.int/itu-t/secured/itr/documents/listexp.doc 

2.6
As of March 2004, the WG-ITR has received three input documents and email discussions have started. However, the WG-ITR has not yet reached the level of output that was expected. It is the intention of the Chairman to produce enough output to enable him to organize a physical meeting before Council 2004. All input documents and exchanged messages can be found on the WG-ITR website at: 


http://www.itu.int/itr. 

3.
Conclusion

By March 2004, the structure to start the work was finally established, following lengthy consultations with Member States. However, most Member States are still not participating actively in the work of the Group. The Chairman invites more Member States to participate and to contribute and particularly to nominate a coordinator for the work of Sub-Group 1. 

Alaa M. FAHMY

Chairman, Council Working Group on ITR Review

Annex 1

Table 1 : Analysis for Countries and Experts Participating in WG-ITR.

	Administrative Region
	Countries
	Experts

	
	Total in Region
	Participating in WG-ITR
	% of All Region Countries
	Developed Countries (HDI ≥ 0.8)
	Developing Countries (HDI < 0.8)
	Total
	%
	Developed Countries (HDI ≥ 0.8)
	Developing Countries (HDI < 0.8)
	Expert per Region Country

	Americas
	34
	2
	5.9%
	2
	0
	10
	23.8%
	10
	0
	0.29

	Western Europe
	33
	7
	21.2%
	6
	1
	11
	26.2%
	10
	1
	0.33

	Eastern Europe & Northern Asia 
	20
	2
	10.0%
	1
	1
	4
	9.5%
	2
	2
	0.20

	Africa
	53
	4
	7.5%
	0
	4
	5
	11.9%
	0
	5
	0.09

	Asia & Australasia
	49
	7
	14.3%
	2
	5
	12
	28.6%
	3
	9
	0.24

	TOTAL
	189
	22
	11.6%
	11
	11
	42
	100%
	25
	17
	0.22


Figure 1: Number of Total Member States and Number of Participating Experts in Different Regions 
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