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	Ref:
	DM-1141

 TSB/ST
	22 June 2004

To: ITU Member States 



	Contact:
	Saburo Tanaka/Richard Hill


	

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5989/5887
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-Mail:
	saburo.tanaka@itu.int
richard.hill@itu.int 
	

	Subject:
	Questionnaire on the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs). 


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Pursuant to Resolution 121 (Marrakesh, 2002; reproduced in Annex 1), a Council Working Group on International Telecommunication Regulations (WG-ITRs) has been established to review the International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) and to report to Council.  General information on WG-ITRs and its work can be found at:

http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/itr/index.html 

WG-ITRs has worked mainly through online methods and on 7-8 June 2004 a physical meeting was held at ITU headquarters.  The Report of this meeting can be found at:

http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/itr/files/ITR-Final-Report.doc 

2
The Chairman of WG-ITRs provided to Council 2004 a report on its work to date (Document C04/17 + Addendum 1).  In that report, it is proposed that in order to advance the work of the ITRs, a questionnaire which had been prepared by the WG-ITRs be circulated to all Member States.

3
During its session, Council 2004 agreed to that proposal. Therefore, I am pleased to enclose the questionnaire on the ITRs (see Annex 2) and to invite you to respond.

4
Completed questionnaires should be returned by 15 September 2004, by one of the following methods:

  By Post:
ITU, ITR Secretariat, Rooms M.421/M.427, Place des Nations, CH-1211
                        Geneva 20
  By Fax: 
+41 22 730 5853
  By e-mail:
WG-itr@itu.int
5
In addition, I would like to reiterate that the work on the ITRs can only progress if there are sufficient numbers of contributions submitted in accordance with Resolution 121.  Concrete proposals to amend the Constitution, Convention and/or ITRs can also be submitted separately as contributions to the WG-ITRs.  In preparation for the next WG-ITRs meeting on 6-7 December 2004, contributions can be sent to the address mentioned above to be received no later than 15 November 2004.
6
Please do not hesitate to contact the secretariat if any queries arise.  Your prompt response is greatly appreciated. 

Yours faithfully,

Yoshio UTSUMI
Secretary-General

Encl.: 
-
Resolution 121 (Marrakesh, 2002)
-
Questionnaire on the ITRs

ANNEX 1

(to letter DM-1141)
Resolution 121 (Marrakesh, 2002)
Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Marrakesh, 2002),

considering

a)
that the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) were last amended in Melbourne in 1988, and have since become less and less relevant on account of the pace and effects of change in the telecommunication industry;

b)
that Resolution 79 (Minneapolis, 1998) of the Plenipotentiary Conference instructed the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau and a balanced group of appropriate experts (the Expert Group), to advise the Council on any action that the Union should take in relation to the ITRs, on which the Council would report to the next plenipotentiary conference;
c)
that no consensus was reached during the review by the Expert Group, but four options were put forward for further consideration:
· possible termination of the existing ITRs, to be achieved by integrating the relevant provisions in the Constitution, Convention or other instruments of ITU such as Recommendations (which could include descriptions of alternative approaches), resolutions, memoranda of understanding or other texts;

· modification of the ITRs, with a detailed update of the existing provisions, thus keeping the ITRs as a treaty-level text;

· detailed proposals explaining why there is a need to defer decisions on whether to review and modify the ITRs;

· proposals for new areas of regulation to allow further development and determination of which areas are really appropriate for an intergovernmental treaty-level regulatory agreement;


d)
that the report of the Expert Group of the Council established in application of Resolution 79 (Minneapolis, 1998) did not cover all the items contained in that resolution and it was not possible for the Council to reach a consensus on recommended action;
e)
that Resolution 79 (Minneapolis, 1998) also invited this conference to “consider convening, at an appropriate date, a competent conference to revise the International Telecommunication Regulations”;

f)
that the ITU strategic plan for 1999-2002 proposed that action be taken to decide on the need to review the ITRs in order to take account of developments in the telecommunication environment,
believing

a)
that, in order for ITU to maintain its pre-eminent role in global telecommunications, the Union must continue to demonstrate its capacity to respond adequately to the rapidly changing telecommunication environment;

b)
that it is important to ensure that the ITRs are revised and updated in a timely manner in order to facilitate cooperation and coordination among Member States and to reflect accurately the relations between Member States, Sector Members, administrations and recognized operating agencies,

noting

that, in accordance with Article 8 of the Constitution, the 2006 plenipotentiary conference may review any matters,

resolves

1
that the Union should continue a process of reviewing the ITRs;

2
that a world conference on international telecommunications be convened at the seat of the Union in 2007 or 2008, on the basis of the recommendations arising from this process of review,

instructs the extraordinary session of the Council to be held during this conference

to establish a working group of the Council open to all Member States, whose delegations may include appropriate legal, regulatory and technical experts, with the following terms of reference:

1)
to take into account the results of the work carried out under Resolution 79 (Minneapolis, 1998) and all contributions to this conference on the issue as baseline reference documents;

2)
to study the ITRs and prepare recommendations on which provisions, if any, should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations;

3)
to prepare recommendations of required draft texts for amending the Constitution and Convention, if deemed appropriate;

4)
to consider whether there is a need for new provisions in the ITRs, which should be dealt with at a world conference on international telecommunica​tions;

5)
to identify new issues, if any, that may be the subject of ITU Recommenda​tions; 

6)
to report to the Council annually on its progress with respect to the issues referred to above, including those conclusions of the group that could form the basis for the Recommendations of the three ITU Sectors; 

7)
to prepare a final report, at the latest by the 2005 session of the Council, for transmission to the 2006 plenipotentiary conference,

instructs the Council

1
to consider the final report prepared by the Council Working Group and make any comments it considers appropriate before the final report and comments are transmitted to the Member States and to the 2006 plenipotentiary conference, including recommendations on any appropriate treaty changes, and whether there is a need to convene a world conference on international telecommunications;

2
to make available the annual and final reports of the Council Working Group to the Member States and the Sector Members by posting them on the website established for ITRs review activities;

3
to forward to the relevant ITU study groups as soon as possible those conclusions of the Council Working Group that it considers appropriate for study,

further instructs the Council

to make available to the Council Working Group all means available, within the budgetary limits, in order to permit it to address the specific regional requirements regarding this revision process, including the provision of fellowships, the organization of regional meetings, fostering work through the existing regional tariff groups of ITU‑T Study Group 3 and/or facilitating close liaison with regional organizations*,
invites the Secretary-General and the Directors of the three Bureaux

to make available to the Working Group of the Council the means necessary to implement instructs the extraordinary session of the Council above,

instructs the Secretary-General

to invite contributions from Member States, Sector Members, the advisory groups of the three Sectors, regional preparatory meetings, regional organizations* and other organizations, in line with ITU procedures and agreements,

invites the Radiocommunication Assembly, the World Telecommunica​tion Standardization Assembly and the World Telecommunication Development Conference

to take appropriate action on any matters referred to them in accordance with this resolution.

ANNEX 2
(to letter DM-1141)
Questionnaire on the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs)

Please return by 15 September 2004, by one of the following methods:

   By Post:
ITU, ITR Secretariat, Rooms M.421/M.427, Place des Nations, CH-1211
                        Geneva 20
   By Fax: 
+41 22 730 5853
   By e-mail:
WG-itr@itu.int
Name of your Administration: 


Country:


Contact person:


Tel: ............................................................. Fax: 


Email: 


Instructions:  Please provide responses to the following questions, if appropriate in consultation with concerned parties. Responses can be sent, if desired, on a separate sheet or document attached to this cover sheet.

1)
The International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) set many rules applicable to administrations and to recognized private operating agencies. There are also many operational details in the ITRs. 

1.1
Taking into account that today many countries have liberalized the telecommunications sector and many Administrations do not themselves provide international telecommunication services, how do the Member States ensure the abidance of the ITRs provisions by Recognized Operating Agencies (ROA) and Operating Agencies (OA)
? 

1.2
In your opinion, which, if any, of the ITRs provisions should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations?  Please provide any proposed draft text for amending the Constitution and/or Convention, if deemed appropriate.

2)
Taking into account the considering a) through f) and believing a) and b) of Resolutions 121: 

2.1
Do you consider that the fast pace of change in the telecommunication environment could make the task of defining International Telecommunication Regulations difficult?

2.2
Do you see some provisions of the ITRs contradicting your national regulations or regional regulations (e.g. EC directives) or other international instruments (e.g. WTO)?

2.3
Are provisions of the ITRs applicable for the provision of international telecommunications services arising out of the evolving telecommunications industry environment?  Do you have any issues that are not covered by the current ITRs?

3)
Noting that the preamble of the ITRs refers to “most efficient operation” and that Paragraph 1.6 refers to “compliance with the relevant ITU-T Recommendations”, is Paragraph 1.6 sufficient to guarantee efficient operation of telecommunication, for example to ensure world-wide consistency, stability, and predictability of the E.164, E.212 and/or other numbering plans?

________________

* 	See Resolution 58 (Kyoto, 1994).


� The terms Administration, ROA and OA are used as defined in the Constitution.
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