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Introduction

This paper updates the information provided at GSC8 about Australian activities concerning Public Protection and Disaster Relief.

Location Information
The Australian communications regulator,  the Australian Communications Authority (ACA) released a public Discussion Paper in January 2004 seeking input on future arrangements for mobile location information.  The paper was developed following extensive consultation with carriers, service providers, equipment manufacturers, emergency services organisations and consumer groups.  The paper seeks input from interested parties on future regulatory and national standardisation arrangements to support the provision of, and exchange of, mobile location information.  

The paper notes the technical capabilities intrinsic to 3rd generation (3G) mobile systems and the likelihood of roll-out of commercial applications utilising these capabilities.  The ACA will use responses to the Discussion Paper as the basis for deciding appropriate arrangements (including encouraging self-regulatory arrangements) for mobile location information for 3G and beyond mobile communications systems.  Should a self-regulatory approach be preferred, it is likely that ACIF will be encouraged to develop appropriate technical standards and codes of practice to ensure the appropriate provision and exchange of mobile location information.

Emergency Services in Future Networks

Emergency services, security and privacy issues have also formed an important part of ACIF's NGN FOG activity.  A separate working group has been formed under the NGN FOG to investigate the implications of NGN on emergency services, security and privacy requirements and interests.  The outcomes of this analysis will be a significant element of the final report of the ACIF NGN FOG discussions.

Spectrum

Discussions are continuing between the ACA, Commonwealth, State and Territory emergency services and law enforcement organisations and equipment suppliers on harmonisation of spectrum arrangements for public protection and disaster relief services.  Significant progress has been made in this area since formal discussions began.
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