Update on TIA’s IPR policy since last GSC-8 (May 2003)

TIA’s IPR Working Group continued to meet regularly by teleconference and in face-to-face meetings.  The goal of the group in 2003 was to have completed text by fourth quarter and to issue an update of the TIA IPR policy by January 1, 2004.  This goal was not achieved because the proposed text was circulated to TIA Technical Committee for ballot in November 2003 and the comments received indicated that the proposed text was not satisfactory to some companies.

The group has met 2 times in 1st quarter 2004 to resolve the concerns expressed by member companies, and has not yet reached consensus.  

Major text developed in 2003 is attached as a zip file and consists of 8 documents.

IPR policy in the Engineering Manual (TIA procedures)

**Note this is not final text, and reflects the output of the group as of Feb. 13, 2004.
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The TIA IPR policy also contributes to the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Patent Group and also monitors the work of the ITU-T ad hoc IPR group.  To that extent, the efforts of the TIA group in 2003 attempted to align with the output of those groups.  

INCLUSION OF SOFTWARE AS A NORMATIVE ELEMENT

Software Source Code policy developed including definitions and annexes to cover different situations


Annex I: Software Copyright Holder Statement


Annex J: Software Copyright Evaluation License

UPDATED OR NEW DEFINITIONS

Essential Patent – only claim(s) of a patent (whenever issued) which is necessarily infringed by the practice of a Normative portion of a TIA Standard.

Informative Elements – those elements of a Standard that are not Normative.

Normative (alternate) elements - those elements of a Standard, any one or more of which may be complied with in order to claim conformity with the Standard.

Normative (mandatory) elements - those elements of a Standard that always must be complied with by one claiming conformity with the Standard.

Normative (optional) elements - those elements of a Standard that may be selected by one claiming conformity with the Standard and which if selected, must be implemented as specified in the Standard.

Object Code – instructions which can be directly run by a computer.  Object code is not intended to be human-readable, and generally can be used only on a subset of computers or systems.  For the purposes of this document object code includes, but is not limited to, dynamically linked libraries, object code libraries, and binary executable code. (Definition based on ITU TSB Director’s Ad hoc Group on IPR Software Copyright Guidelines – Issue 2.1) 

Patent Holder – a party having the legal ability to grant licenses with respect to patents under the conditions provided by the TIA IPR Policy.

Software -- a program, or portion thereof, written in Source Code regardless of programming language or storage medium used.

Software Copyright Holder – a party having the legal ability to grant licenses with respect to software copyrights under the conditions provided by the TIA IPR Policy.

Source – the owner of the copyright or license right, if any, submitted in a Contribution.  Examples include a company’s name, an individual’s name, or an organization’s name.  In the case of a United States government agency, it is acceptable to list the agency name even though the material submitted by the government is in the public domain.

Source Code – the input to a compiler, interpreter, or assembler that can be processed to produce Object code.  Source code is intended to be human-readable, and in principle can be converted to Object code usable on any computer or system. (Definition based on ITU TSB Director’s Ad hoc Group on IPR Software Copyright Guidelines – Issue 2.1) 

GUIDELINES DOCUMENT DEVELOPED TO INTERPRET THE POLICY

To 
further assist in the understanding of this Policy, “Guidelines to the Intellectual Property Rights Policy of the Telecommunications Industry Association” were developed and will be released at the same time the policy is released.
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