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The GSC Electronic Working Methods Group – GSC-EWG – met Wednesday 12th May 2004 09.00-12.00 in meeting room Pearl, Hotel Lotte, Jamsil.
Attendees
Kjell Strandberg, ETSI, Chairman

Susumu Sasaki, ARIB

Steve Barclay, ATIS
Gary Fishman, ITU
José Costa, ITU

David Thompson, TIA

Kyoung Cheol Koo, TTA

Kazunori Matsuo, TTC

Howard Chatterton, TSACC

1

Opening of the meeting

The Chairman opened the meeting, giving an overview of the history of the Group.
This is the 16th meeting – the first meeting was held in 1991, under the name of ITSC-EDH (later GSC-EDH).
2

Approval of Agenda
The draft agenda in document GSC9/EWG_001 was approved.
3

Status of Action Items


There was no action item from the Opening Plenary or otherwise given to the Group. The Chairman reminded the Group that of the actions from the Sydney meeting, one action ("... look at more effective working methods for PSOs") had not been possible to conclude, due to lack of input.
4
Review of electronic working methods development in the PSOs

David Thompson, TIA, presented the TIA contribution to the meeting - GSC9/EWG 002.
Oral overviews (without written contributions) of developments in their home organizations were given by Steve Barclay for ATIS, Kazunori Matsuo for TTC, Gary Fishman and José Costa for ITU, Kyoung Cheol Koo for TTA, Howard Chatterton for TSACC and Kjell Strandberg for ETSI.

The reports revealed that the use of electronic tools and electronic working methods is widely spread and used within the various organizations, but to a varying degree, depending on conditions relevant to each organization.

Subjects especially addressed in questions and answers were webcasting, use of wireless LANs, web meetings, spam reduction (in particular on email exploder lists) and virus protection.
5

Future working methods

This item, which addresses future electronic working methods for the standards making process, identified web/video casting and use of XML for storage of standards and other deliverables as possible developments, which could lead to a need for collaboration between PSOs.

The future of the Working Group was brought up in this context. It was concluded that - essentially all - objectives set up for the Group have now been met and for that reason the Group could be disbanded. However, views were expressed to the effect that there is continuing need for exchange of information and knowledge about experiences from development and use of electronic tools in standards making processes. 

The existing email exploder – GSC-EWG@list.etsi.org – is a convenient tool for such information exchange and should be kept. Likewise, the EWG web site – www.ewg.etsi.org – is useful as an information sharing point and should also be maintained. ETSI was therefore asked to maintain both the email exploder and the web site.
It was concluded that the Group should continue to exist, but that face-to-face meetings are no longer needed.

Several Group members noted difficulty in finding and retrieving documents from past GSC meetings, and it was suggested that a single web site be set up containing repositories of reports, resolutions and contributions from these meetings. Gary Fischman conveyed the kind offer from ITU-T to host and maintain such a repository/web site. The meeting supported the suggestion and welcomed the offer. 

After some discussion on the extent to which the Group should be involved in this web site, it was concluded that the Group is prepared to assist in giving guidance on the structure and setup of the site. 

6

Conclusions – Resolutions
It was agreed to assemble the conclusions of the meeting in a Resolution document, see Attachment 1.

7

Any other business

There was no other busines.
8

Closure of the meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 12.00, thanking the attendees for their contributions to an interesting and fruitful meeting.
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