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1. Decision or Action Requested

2. References: Joint GTSC/GRSC Agenda Item 4.5 

Attached TIA and FCC Press Release

3. Issues for Discussion: 

This contribution provides information on recent regulatory actions in the United States that may facilitate broadband evolution and deployment.  TIA has been very supportive and proactive of such deployment.  

On February 20 2003, the Federal Communications Commission (Commission) adopted rules concerning incumbent local exchange carriers’ (incumbent LECs) obligations to make elements of their networks available on an unbundled basis to new entrants.  The new framework provides incentives for carriers to invest in broadband network facilities, thus helping to bring the benefits of competitive alternatives to all consumers.  It has been indicated that such action resolves various local phone competition and broadband competition issues.  It also addresses a May 2002 decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia which overturned the Commission’s previous Unbundled Network Elements (UNE) rules.

For more than four years, TIA has been urging the commission to move towards a new framework that rewards investment in new and innovative technologies, making broadband services available more widely and supporting networks more robust.

Please see the attached for a TIA and an FCC Press Release on the issue.  Some of the key issues resolved in this decision are highlighted in the attached.
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