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1. Decision or Action Requested

2. References: Joint GTSC/GRSC Agenda Item 4.1
3. Issues for Discussion: This informational contribution provides a regional/national perspective on Homeland Security (HS) standards for State and Local preparedness (Library of Congress Report).   This report identifies types of preparedness standards, describes current activities to develop these standards, and discusses policy approaches that the U.S. Congress might take in addressing this issue.  Arguably, standards can assist in evaluating the effectiveness of the new Department of Homeland Security (as an example of national effort involving public safety and disaster relief), evaluating selected preparedness grant programs, and identifying weaknesses in state and local preparedness.  Also note that this informational report is located on the GSC High Interest Subject Workspace: Security. 

In regard to U.S. interoperable communications programs, there are several federal programs focusing on interoperable communications.  Agencies seeking to establish or coordinate standards include the Federal Communications Commission, National Telecommunications and Information Administration, Defense Department’s Office of Spectrum Analysis, Justice Department’s National Institute of Justice, the Treasury, and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  While each program may have distinct goals, they generally address issues of spectrum management and interoperable equipment.  The programs address interoperability not only among state and local first responders, but also among federal agencies, and among officials in different levels of government.  For related information, see CRS Report 95-30, The National Institute of Standards and Technology: An Overview, by Wendy Schacht (http://www.ncseonline.org/NLE/CRSreports/Agency/agency-11.cfm?&CFID=7475569&CFTOKEN=55176188). 
Project SAFECOM, a new initiative administered by FEMA, may be the most well-known federal initiative to develop interoperable communications standards, despite being relatively new. SAFECOM’s long-term goals are to achieve nationwide federal-to-federal interoperability; federal-to-state/local interoperability; and state/local interoperability. The project will begin with a “gap analysis” to study the status and needs of states and localities.  Program managers expect to produce a menu of communications equipment that will apply to federal assistance programs.
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