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Issues for Discussion 

According to ITU-T Recommendation A.5, agreements between ITU-T and Standards 
Developing Organizations (SDOs) allow ITU-T to use, reproduce or accept, in whole or in part, 
an SDO’s text, and vice versa. 
 
Common procedure is that the Director of TSB (Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) 
writes a formal letter to the SDO, asking for permission to use specific texts. The SDO writes 
back to grant the right to use those texts (and vice versa). In practice, however, this formal act 
can sometimes be, for various reasons, rather time-consuming. 
 
TSB proposes the following procedure between ITU-T and all SDOs of the GSC: 
 
1. Procedure of Request 
 

• Communication is preferably done by e-mail. 
 

• The SDO identifies one, preferably two contact points that can send or receive a request. 
For example, besides the Director, this may be the Deputy Director or the Legal Advisor 
of the respective SDO. 

 
• One of the contact points of the requesting party sends the request to the contact points of 

the receiving party, and copies it to the other contact point of his/her own organization. 
The request specifies the texts that the requesting party would like to use. 

 

 
1  Please note that if you select this option, you should be prepared with an action, either a draft resolution or a draft action plan. 
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• If the receiving party grants permission, one of its contact points sends a formal reply by 

email (or fax, or letter) to the contact points of the requesting party, stating that 
permission is granted. 

 
• If the requesting party has not received a reply within 2 weeks, the requesting party 

assumes that permission has been granted by sending a 2nd email (or fax/letter) to the 
receiving party and informing it that it will now use its texts. 

• [ETSI suggested that an acknowledgment by the receiving party may not even be 
necessary. However, because email (or fax/letter) gets lost sometimes, we feel that the 
procedure as mentioned above will, for all practical purposes, be sufficient; it is unlikely 
that two emails get lost.] 

 
2. Free database access 
 
According to ITU-T Recommendation A.5, Paragraph 2.2.10, it is necessary for the ITU-T to 
have a full copy of the text referred. Since each SDO has its texts available on the web, we 
propose, to simplify the procedure, that each SDO provides TSB with one free access to the 
website of the SDO, while TSB would arrange for one free access for the SDO. 
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