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	RESOLUTION GSC-8/10:  Patent Policies


GSC-8

recognizing
a) that the patent policies of the majority of standards development organizations include provisions for standards users to license standards-essential intellectual property under reasonable and non-discriminatory compensatory or compensation-free (e.g. royalty free) terms and conditions;

b) that in some uses the term "open standards" no longer refers to openness in the standards development process, but is taken to mean compensation-free licensing of intellectual property;

c) that there is a trend in some user communities and  some standards development organizations in support of patent policies with enforced compensation-free provisions for standards implementers;

d) that not all intellectual property holders are members/participants of standards development organizations;

concludes
that protection of intellectual property rights is necessary to ensure that the best and most innovative technology is made available for inclusion in standards and that such innovation should be encouraged;

resolves

that the participating standards organizations of GSC support reasonable and non-

discriminatory intellectual property licensing provisions and voice their opposition to 

mandatory compensation-free licensing provisions.

