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	RESOLUTION GSC-8/8:  Broadband Services in Rural and Remote Areas


GSC-8

considering

that broadband access is rapidly becoming a preferred element of community infrastructure;

recognizing

a) that broadband services could assist rural and remote communities in attracting and retaining businesses and professionals;

b) that broadband services can help link schools, local government and individuals to the larger world and help rural and remote communities to market themselves;

c) that there are challenges in delivering broadband services in areas with low subscriber densities and in some cases a lack of existing infrastructure;

d) that well-accepted standards have the potential to increase product availability and to support a diverse range of applications which can benefit delivery of broadband services in rural and remote communities;

e) that telecommunications needs may vary considerably between communities in rural and remote areas;

f) that the telecommunication requirements of developed and developing countries;

g) that there has been limited deployment to date of broadband services in rural and remote communities because of higher costs;
resolves

to encourage Participating Standards Organizations to take into account, in the development of broadband standards, the need for cost-effective solutions to support delivery of broadband services to rural and remote area communities.

