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SAR Issues Update

On June 19, 2002 the FCC's Office of Engineering and Technology (OET) released a revised version of its Supplement C to OET Bulletin 65 providing updated guidelines for testing and evaluation of portable and mobile devices for compliance with FCC limits for human exposure to RF emissions.

This revised OET Bulletin 65 has been prepared to provide assistance in determining whether proposed or existing transmitting facilities, operations or devices comply with limits for human exposure adopted by the FCC.  The bulletin offers guidelines and suggestions for evaluating compliance.  However, it is not intended to establish mandatory procedures, and other methods and procedures may be acceptable if based on sound engineering practice.

The OET’s Telecommunications Certification Bodies (TCB) program has been successful.  Most products that require SAR testing now go to TCBs for their certifications.  Several European Labs are currently performing SAR testing.

SAR testing of Bluetooth products has generally not been a problem due to the low power.  However, multiple transmitters on one device are still difficult to test for SAR.

As a result of the TCB program and other initiatives, the lab has consistently reported improving equipment certification processing times.
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