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RAST 10 (Draft) Record of Meeting

Introduction

The November 2001 meeting of the RAST (RAST 10) was held in conjunction with the meeting of the Global Standards Collaboration 7 (GSC 7) from  4 – 8 November, 2001 at the Merchant Court Hotel, Sydney, Australia .  The meetings were hosted by the Australian Communication Industry Forum (ACIF).  A Joint (GSC/RAST) plenary meeting, chaired by Bob HORTON (ACIF), was held on 5 Nov 2001 to introduce the 95 contribution documents.  RAST plenary meetings, chaired by Reg COUTTS (ACIF) were held on 6 and 7 November, with a final joint GSC/RAST plenary meeting held on 8 November 2001, to consider meeting outputs.

RAST 10 participation included forty delegates, representing the participating standards development organisations ACIF, ARIB, ASTAP/APT, Committee T1, ETSI, ITU-T, Standards Australia, TIA-USA, TSACC, TTA-Korea and TTC Japan. A list of RAST10 participants is provided in Annex A to this report.

Thirty-seven input documents and informative presentations were considered by the RAST.  Information and contributions focused on specific outcomes were attributed to ten Rapporteur Groups, who worked hard to develop RAST Resolutions on new and revised High Interest Areas (HIA), a Liaison Statement to ITU and a communique.

The following report, aligned to the Meeting Agenda (Doc. R10AG1VB) reports the progress of RAST in pursuing collaboration between SDO’s through information sharing and the adoption of relevant Resolutions on areas of high interest.

For completeness, the subsequent decisions of the joint GSC and RAST Plenary are summarised in this report where relevant. Complete details are contained in the report of the Plenary Meeting GSC7 412/RAST10 413.
Finally, I would like to thank the Rapporteurs and SDO delegates for their hard work and to extend special thanks to Mr Lensson (ACIF), Ms Susan Hoyler (TIA-USA) and Mr Grant Symons (ACIF) for their contribution to making RAST 10 a success.

Reg Coutts,

RAST 10 Chairman.

Item 1 – Chairman’s Report

The Chairman welcomed delegates and hoped that they were fully recovered from the night before!  The Chairman outlined his proposal for the conduct of the meeting and, taking account of time limitations, the need to focus on meeting outcomes, identifying a number of issues for potential RAST Resolutions and High Interest Subjects (HIS):

Possible areas likely to lead to resolutions were identified by the Chairman to stimulate thinking around outputs. The areas mentioned were:

1. Beyond IMT2000

2. Identification & Location Services

3. Priority Access and Legal Intercept

4. IP in Radio Access Network (RAN)

5. ITU-R liaison?

It should be noted that 3. was a subject of a resolution although the topic around 5. was discussed.

Similarly the Chairman indicated that the RAST should review current HIS’s for relevance and consider new areas of potential high interest, with a view to the development of appropriate Resolutions and liaison. Two potential areas were identified:

1. Public Protection and Disaster Relief (Item 5)

2. Measurement Uncertainty & Compliance

The Chairman also questioned the role of RAST into the future raising the options for consideration by RAST 10 as:

1. Continue as is

2. Modify 

3. Fold into GSC

This proved to be the most contraversail subject.

The Chairman indicated that there was an urgent need to appoint rapporteur groups to be active between meetings where the Chairman promised to hound the Rapporteurs for progress!

The chairman further indicated a likely requirement for liaison statements with ITU-R and with the user group attending the meeting.

Item 2 – Agenda Approval

The RAST 10 Agenda (see Doc. R10AGVB) was approved following a number of amendments to the attribution of documents against particular Agenda Items.

Item 3 – Organisational Arrangements

The Chairman stressed that, due to the limited time available for meetings, contributions addressing HIS issues, Resolutions and meeting outputs would receive more speaker time than those which are provided purely for information.  Drafting groups, convened by meeting Rapporteurs, will be assigned working documents as quickly as possible with view to drafting appropriate outputs for consideration by plenary meetings.  A RAST 10 Attendance list shall be passed around, with attending delegates to indicate which documents that they wish to introduce to the meeting and speak to.

Item 4 – Report of RAST- 9

Minutes from RAST 9 were not included on the CD provided to the delegates and were not available to the RAST meeting.  The RAST considered the following contribution documents dealing with issues arising from RAST9 and appointed Rapporteurs to consider the related issues:

· ETSI (16) – Overview on CEPT  compliance regimes and spectrum harmonization. Change in compliance regime towards manufacturers self declaration.  Mr Sward (TSACC) noted current ITU-R WP8A/9B debate on how to handle unlicensed road terminals from a regulatory perspective.

Action: A subsequent resolution was developed during the meeting.

· RAST Summary of RAST9

· Software Define Radio (SDR) – is SDR still a HIS?

· Compliance

Action: Susan Hoyler, TIA was requested to proceed with sending out the letter of interest on this subject.

· ACIF(4) update on progress concerning EMC & EMR issues.

Action: Mr Grant Symons, ACIF was requested to develop a summary for the user group on this subject.

· ACIF(2) circulation of IMT2000 terminals.

Item 5 – Activities Reports

· TSACC Canada  (20) - harmonized band plan

· ETSI (12) - Public Protection and Disaster Relief.

· Low cost partnership project

· Broadband, many platforms

Action: Susan Hoyler was tasked to drawer up a new High Interest Subject in this area.

· ACIF (1) - Infomation

· T1P1 (31) – IMT2000 and 3GPP related

· Priority Access and Legal Intercept

· High capacity low mobility wireless access

· TTA Korea (36, presentation only) - information

Item 6 – Activities in High Interest Subjects

ElectroMagnetic Compatibility (EMC)

· TTA(10) Power line

· ETSI(11) on ETSI directives noting auto stuff, pervasive radio devices

· TIA(29) by FCC noting need for liaison with IEEE

Human Health Effects by RF Exposure 

· ARIB (3) Mobile phones

· ACIF(4) 

· TIA(29)

Action: Mr Grant Symons, ACIF was tasked with developing a resolution on this topic to the User Group

Fixed Wireless Access(FWA) and Radio Local Area Networks(LANS)

· ARIB(5) Presentation on developments pervasive broadband wireless

· TSACC(20) Comments on spectrum auctions of 200MHz

Action; Mr Douglas Sward (TSACC) was tasked with developing a new resolution on this topic.  

IMT-2000

· ACIF(2) - update

· TIA(6) – update

· TTA(9) – presentation on beyond IMT2000 in Korea

· ETSI(19) – Satellite Component of IMT2000

· TIA(28) – Update on 3GPP2 into standard in US

· ARIB(33) – Update on beyond IMT2000 in Japan

· TSAC(20)- info

Action: After some debate Adrian Scrase, ETSI) was tasked to develop a paragraph for the meeting communique

Satellite Services

· ETSI(17) 

Internet Protocol over wireless media (including satellites)

· G37 - update

· G38 – update:

· TTA(23/26) – Paper on IP RAN

Digital Broadcasting

· ARIB(7) - update

· ACIF(22) – update on trials

Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS)

· ARIB(8) Japan for information

· ETSI(15) activities

· ACIF(21) follows standards

· TTA(24) Korea

· TIA(32) USA noting seamless services and air interface

· TSACC(20)

Action: After the chairman noted the lack of standards, Mr Ramez Gerges was tasked to draft a resolution for RAST to coordinate this area.

Item 7 – New High Interest Subjects

· ETSI(G19) - Telecoms Equipment Compliance - Yes

· ETSI(13) – info

· Public Protection and Disaster Relief (Item 5) - Yes

· ETSI(14) – Radio Microphones a New High Interest Subject

Action: Mr Oliver Wheaton, ETSI was tasked to draft a resolution for new High Interest Subjects on Public Protection and Disaster Relief 

· ETSI(18) - Measurement Uncertainty 

Action: Mr Georges de Britto, ETSI was tasked to draft a resolution for znew Interest Sharing Subject on Measurement Uncertainty

· TIA(30) -Software defined radio

Action: As previously agreed, Susan Hoyler, TIA was requested to arrange for the letter agrred at RAST9 to be sent.

Item 8 – Input to ITU

· ETSI(25) input to future WRCs as term of reference for RAST

· TSACC(20) number of issues for WRC eg 5GHz

Action: A liaison statement re issues for a future WRC  was to be drafted by Mr Douglas Sward (TSACC).

· ITU-R liaison

Item 9 – Next Meeting & Future of RAST

The Chairman noted that the issue of the future of RAST needs to be considered.

Options included

a. The RAST be merged into the GSC;

b. The selection of a new title for the new group;

c. Drafting of a Resolution detailing the proposal.

Some delegates did not agree with proposals for change and were of the view “… if it aint’ broke, don’t fix it…”.  Following a discussion on the role of RAST, there was general agreement that the primary objective of the group is information sharing, facilitating trust and developing common ground towards mutually acceptable outcomes on standardisation.  There was a view that (RAST) Resolutions must “add value”, with a view to feeding into the ITU-T and ITU-R process and that RAST members role is in standardisation as opposed to regulation.  However, it was acknowledged that there is a fine line between spectrum needs vs administration. 

Delegates also expressed their concern over the absence of ITU-R representation and proposed that the RAST should write to the Director, ITU-R expressing that concern.  

Action: Mr Johnson (ETSI) was tasked to develop a Resolution outlining a replacement for RAST.

Item 10 – Report of RAST10

Agenda Item 10 was considered by the second (7 November 2001) plenary meeting of RAST 10, as a compilation of the outputs of designated Rapporteurs, including several Resolutions, new and revised HIS’s, a Liaison Statement and Communique.  The Chairman noted that the most controversial issue for the meeting appears to be concerns over the future of RAST.  The meeting considered the reports of the Rapporteurs and meeting outcome documents:

HIS Group 1 (Standards for FWA and WLAN’s, Mr Douglas Sward, TSACC):

Mr Sward introduced the draft Resolution RAST 10/[FWA] document.  The document encourages PSO’s to harmonise wireless access and broadband standards and to expedite the issue of relevant standards.  The document was approved without change.

[RESOLUTION RAST 10/5 (Sydney, Australia):  STANDARDIZATION FOR WIRELESS ACCESS AND BROADBAND WIRELESS SYSTEMS was approved by the 8 November 2001 GSC/RAST plenary meeting without further amendment.]
Resolutions Group 3 (WRC Issues, Mr Sward, TSACC)

Mr Sward reviewed the draft resolution prepared by his group for operators on WRC Issues.  Mr Sward noted that he had been unable to contact Mr Johnson (ETSI) during the drafting.  The meeting approved the draft Resolution RAST 10/[WRC] document, subject to Mr Johnson’s confirmation (subsequently agreed).  

[RESOLUTION RAST 10/6 (Sydney, Australia):  IDENTIFICATION OF AGENDA ITEMS OF WORLD RADIOCOMMUNICATION CONFERENCES THAT ARE OF INTEREST TO PARTICIPATING STANDARDS ORGANIZATIONS was approved by the  GSC/RAST Plenary Meeting, with minor editorial amendments]
HIS Group 6 (Software Defined Radio, Ms Susan Hoyler, TIA).  

Ms Hoyler questioned whether or not SDR is an area of high interest for the RAST.  There was an overall view that SDR is important but not convinced that it is an area of high interest.  The Chairman proposed that the document be handled as a liaison statement and agreed to a proposal to note the issue as an active liaison in the meeting minutes. 

Action:  Document to be handled as a Liaison Statement to PSO’s, with reference in the meeting minutes as an active liaison.

[Briefly discussed at GRC/RAST plenary (8 November 2001).  No formal output document was produced – Chairman to follow up with Rapporteur (Ms Hoyler).]
Resolution Group 2 (Coordination of ITS Standards, Mr Ramez GERGES, TIA)

Mr Gerges reviewed the output from his group.  The meeting approved the draft Resolution RAST 10/[ITS] with minor editorial changes.

[The document was adopted by the  joint GSC/RAST Plenary as RESOLUTION RAST 10/7 (Sydney, Australia):  Standardization for Broadband Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) Radiocommunication, after further minor changes.]
HIS Group 3 (Public Protection and Disaster Relief, Ms Susan Hoyler, TIA):  
Ms Hoyler introduced the document and the meeting acknowledged that, following the events of September 11, this is an issue of high interest for the RAST.  The draft Resolution RAST 10/[PUBLIC SAFETY] was approved with some editorial changes, mainly to ensure self consistency with the title of the document.  Mr Chatterjee (T1) noted that the subject is of high interest to many, but not all PSO’s.  The Chairman agreed that it is not necessary for all PSO’s to have an interest in order to categorise an issue as a HIS.  

Action:  The general issue of HIS designation was for discussion at the joint GSC/RAST Plenary.

[The joint GSC/RAST plenary meeting approved the document, with minor editorial changes.  The meeting endorsed the RESOLUTION RAST 10/1 (Sydney, Australia):  IDENTIFICATION OF NEW HIGH INTEREST SUBJECT:  PUBLIC SAFETY AND DISASTER RELIEF as of high interest to both GSC and RAST participants.  The Rapporteur acknowledged that the focus of the document is of general importance but there are specific reasons (eg. Mobility) that makes the resolution especially applicable to radio.]
HIS Group 4 (Pervasive Radio and Generic regulation of radio based devices, Mr Oliver Wheaton, ETSI)

Mr Wheaton acknowledged TSACC concerns over the references to licensing and suggested that it may be better to refer to free movement of goods (over national borders).  The meeting agreed to remove references to licensing regimes from the document.  It was also noted common frequency allocations are not necessarily a requirement.  The Resolution RAST 10/[COMPLIANCE] was approved in principle, subject to further revision and editorial improvement, also accounting for the need to accommodate translation.

[The joint GSC/RAST plenary meeting considered the draft Resolution RAST 10/2 and agreed to the substantive content of the document, but there were reservations about the title of the document. After some changes, the document was agreed as RESOLUTION RAST 10/2 (Sydney, Australia):  COMPLIANCE REGIMES, EQUIPMENT MOBILITY, SPECTRUM AND MARKET IMPLICATIONS]
Liaison Group (EMR Hazards, Grant Symons, ACIF)

Mr Symons noted that the proposed (ITU) liaison document needed further work to cast it in “ITU resolution language”.  ETSI were concerned that with this issue we may be stepping beyond the competence of the RAST.  The Chairman noted that consumers want information, but acknowledged the issue of competence.  ETSI, T1 and TSACC requested that they be removed from the footer in the liaison document, but ACIF, ARIB, TIA and TTC would be included.

Action:  Further editorial work and need to ensure that ETSI, T1 and TSACC are not included as a party to the liaison.

[There was considerable discussion at the  joint GSC/RAST Plenary meeting, with an initial proposal the meeting use the document as a liaison statement. Following lunchtime discussions with Rapporteur Group participants agreement was reached on suitable revised text for a Resolution.  Accordingly, the document was approved as RESOLUTION RAST 10/3 (Sydney, Australia):  FACILITATING LIAISON IN RELATION TO HUMAN HEALTH EFFECTS OF RADIOFREQUENCY EXPOSURE.]
Mr Grant SYMONS (ACIF) who chaired the Drafting Group requested that the following information should be included in the record of outcome of the meeting  

“Taking account of community sensitivities and interest in the effects of RF exposure on human health and the need to balance concerns with the benefits, RAST10 (GRSC) developed Resolution 10/3 FACILITATING LIAISON IN RELATION TO HUMAN HEALTH EFFECTS OF RADIOFREQUENCY EXPOSURE In line with the resolution, RAST organisers intend to invite community representatives to future meetings, in order for them to participate with standardisation committee representatives in the progression of human health effect-related topics.  Accordingly, community representatives will be provided with copies of relevant input papers.  The RAST organisers also support the establishment of links to human health effects related web sites.” 

HIS Group 5 (Measurement Uncertainty, Georges DE BRITO, ETSI)

Mr de Brito reviewed version 6 of the draft document.  Ms Hoyler (TIA) questioned whether the topic qualifies as a High Interest Subject and suggested that this needs further consideration.  The Chairman noted that it had benn agreed to treat the issue as a HIS at the earlier plenary meeting.  Some members suggested that the RAST adopt a middle-level designation, in line with the approach in the GSC (where some topics are designated as “Interest Sharing Subjects”).  The document was approved with some changes, as Resolution RAST 10/[MEASUREMENT UNCERTAINTY], but the issue of HIS vs some middle-level designation requires further consideration.

Action:  Consider whether the RAST should adopt a new middle-level interest criteria?

[The Joint GSC/RAST plenary meeting considered the input document, and agreed that, after some redrafting, the  topic should be a new Information Sharing Subject for both RAST and GSC. The Plenary approved the document as RESOLUTION RAST 10/8 (Sydney, Australia):  IDENTIFICATION OF NEW INFORMATION SHARING SUBJECT:  MEASUREMENT UNCERTAINTIES IN RADIO, TERMINAL AND TRANSMISSION EQUIPMENT. ]
Communique Group (Communique on IMT-2000, Adrian Scrase, ETSI)

Ms Jane Brownley (TIA), presented the draft Communique document.  It was proposed that the document needed to be made more generic and the Chairman was of the view that there was too much detail.  Ms Brownley agreed to rework the document, including the final paragraph, including a specific reference to the TR45 committee.  

Resolution 1 Group (Role of RAST into the Future, Mr Malcolm Johnson, ETSI)

Mr Johnson outlined the document prepared by the group and scheduled to be considered by the GSC/RAST plenary.  There was extensive discussion of the proposed resolution and related views:

Membership to be open to any SDO;

Chairmanship (Troika – ie. host organisation to chair, with vice chairs from past and future host organisations;

Chairmanship to continue until following meeting;

Website hosting – ETSI offered to host all GSC/RAST material;

The term Radiocommunications to remain in the title, in preference to wireless;

Extensive discussion followed concerning the relationship between the GSC and RAST and whether they should be combined; how issues would be handled at plenary meetings; whether all meetings would run together or not and exploring synergies between the groups.  There was a proposal to add new “considerings” in the Terms of Reference (ToR) to clarify working methods and practices.  

Action:  The draft Resolution RAST 10/[ESTABLISHMENT OF GRSC] on the role of RAST to be further considered in Mr Johnson’s Rapporteur Group, to report to GSC/RAST plenary.

[There was considerable discussion at the joint Plenary on this document and working relationships between the GSC and RAST.  The plenary meeting endorsed  the establishment of the GRSC in RESOLUTION RAST 10/4 (Sydney, Australia):  ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GLOBAL RADIOCOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION COLLABORATION (GRSC) The meeting received the report of a Drafting Group looking at the parallel establishment of a GTSC, and after some editorial changes to align both resolutions the plenary meeting agreed to RESOLUTION GSC7/2 establishing the GTSC.  It was also agreed to retain the GSC acronym as the reference to the joint meeting events.]
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