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Importance of Rural Broadband

* Becoming required infrastructure

 Broadband benefits

— attracting and retaining businesses and
professionals

— linking schools, local government, medical
facilities and individuals to larger world

— community self-marketing
* Limited rural deployment to date
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Wireless Potential for Rural
Communities

 |deal where there Is
— low subscriber density
— lack of existing infrastructure

» Suited for incremental build-out
— eases up-front capital costs
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Potential of Standards

» Well accepted standards (e.g. Wi-Fi) can
— Increase product volumes
— drive down equipment prices

« Broadband Wireless Access Standards will
— help make products ubiquitous and economical
— establish a community of expertise

— improve the economics of rural broadband
deployment

« Could be a key factor in extending broadband to
rural areas
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Proposal

|dentify ways to encourage the timely
development of standards for innovative
broadband technology that provides
economical solutions for rural communities
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